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: To 


MISS WESTBURNEs. 


I An fafe. I truſt thoſe three mono- 
„ . ſyllables are ſufficient to calm the an 
| iety of your mind, whilſt the perturba- - 
tion of mine will not permit me to be f 
more explicit. My head aches, my 
hands burn, and my heart beats as if it 
Would force a paſſage through my ſtays. 
But one night of conſcious ſecurity will, 
J flatter myſelf, afford me that repoſe 
which averts many a threatened maladj 
and will, doubt not, enable me to- mor 
row to e you a more ſatisfac- 
== Ws . 15 . I tory 
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tory: account of your ever-affeQionate, 
7 RS & WT: he 
|  SELIMA WORTHY: 
P. S. My preſent habitation is in — 
ſtreet, in the city, far removed from the 
bon of the © gay world ; where 
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AMtis8 WES TBURNE 
„ 
O\ My Selima ! 1 mall I deſeribe 


Repoſe a firm confidence, my beloved 


Selimaz i in that kind Providence, whoſe 


interpoſttion could alone have ſaved you 
B 3 | trom 


what have ſuffered for you? The ſhort, 
though. to me tedious, interval between 
the receipt of your two laſt letters, was 
a ſtate of anguiſh inexpreſſible, and: to 
be felt only by thoſe who have known 
the tenderneſs of an early friendſhip—a 
_ friendſhip begun in infancy, and e 0 
BY long-experienced worth. - 


from the precipice on the brink of which 


24 vou ſtood. 


You tell me you are ſafe, and I read 
the aſſertion with delight: whilſt una - 


| able to practiſe the fortitude I recom- 


mend, I tremble in the ſelf. ſame inſtant 
on the reflection, that erg it came to 
hand it might have loſt its claim to cre- 
dibility. ' I am an errant coward ; and 
to how many Wage does your deſerted 
ſtate expoſe you! You are ill too, and 
in no trifling degree, though you ſo 
carefully endeavour to conceal from me 
the violence of your indiſpoſition. Kind 
Heaven would once have condeſcended 
to make me the humble inſtrument of 
your protection: But I, blind, unfore- 
ſeeing mortal, rudely rejected the prof- 
fered bounty. Poor Montgomery too! 
he, I truſt, would not have 'had cauſe 
to have regretted the event. Fie! theſe 


tears blot my paper, and betray my 


- weakneſs. To n the or, pity 
OE „ 


Ty 


is at this moment in full pekeſion ok 

my heart, and I have ample exerciſe for 190 
the ſoftening fentiment. My poor fa. 

ther's demands upon it are not the leaſt; 
though he, perhaps inſenſible of his ſitu: 
ation, would ſcorn ſo humiliating a tri- 


bute of filial love. Lady Alicia's Mt 
conduct becomes daily more flagrant, 


and Bouvais more communicative. For. 
my own part, I neither ſolicit nor reject 
her confidence, an honour which I have 

found far more pro: ductive of, Do. than . 
pleaſure. 


Adieu, my Selima: I am m ſcarcely 


more able to write than you are. Let 


me have frequent intelligence of your 


| health and ſafety, or I ſhall fink under 
my apprehenſions. | 


| have not met the ſtorms of cd | 
tune which you have done, nor am EG, 


equally armed with fortitude for the en- 
counter. I hat Power, which “ tempers 
the wind to the ſhorn lamb,“ will not, I 
truſt, lay upon us a heavier burden than 


3: . . 


he will enable us to ſupport. O, my 
dear girl! that I might leſſeñ thy trou- 
| bles in proportion as I ſhare them, is 
e conſtant, though fruitleſs, wiſh of 
thy ever- ſincere friend, _ LETT: 

„ WESTBURNE- 
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LETTER LXXXVII, 


' SELIMA 
5 To 


MISS WESTBURNE. 


1 Am not well indeed: * though not ſo N 
ill as you apprehend, or as might ſeem 
the natural conſequence of my unhappy 


fate. Do not let your incredulity diſ- 
treſs you: believe me, had I the defire, 
I have yet the art to x: WER of deceiving 


you. 
I have fallen Wer honeſt hands—hy- 7 


' mane and tender too. This good Wo- 
man has been unfortunate herſelf, and 
- has a heart to pity others. I have only 

to complain of her aſliduity, in aid of 
which ſhe has called in an apothecary, 


without. 


4% Kh 


"adit" my confent ; 3 and I ſwallow 
drugs, from which I have not the leaſt 
hopes of benefit, and paſſively ſubmit 
to their officious zeal from the fear of 
eee you, and not having ſpirits 
to contend. 'Yet I confeſs, it is not 
wy a good-prace that I comply. In 
ſhort, 1 often think my temper is im- 
aired by my troubles. I feel myſelf 
frequently inclined to return a peeviſh 
anſwer to thoſe little, teazing importu- 
nities, which demand my warmeſt g gra- 
titude; and it is as much as ever I can 
de to check the groveling impulſe.— 
How is this to be accounted for? Ad- 
verſity is ſurely calculated to humble 
the proudeſt heart; but my nerves are 
much affected, and my ſpirits ſo debili- 
- that 1 think, were it poſſible for 
me ever to be reinſtated in all my for- 
mer happineſs, they never could recover 
their natural vivacity. - 2811 
Poor Mary has loſt 15 "INE Mt 
| her compaſſion for the unfortunate.—1 ; 
9 n Fo W truſt, 


0 


truſt, however, it is ſuch a loſs as will | 
only prove a prelude to future adyan- 


tage: for through the aſſiſtance of her | 


aunt Craven, my preſent hoſteſs, ſhe is 
already engaged to a family at Edmon- 
ton, where ſhe is to receive better wages, 
and has a proſpect of ny Bring _ 
leſs ſlavery. _ 1 19 

Finding Miſs Gregg, the . 
after my departure, buſily engaged in 


rummaging my drawers, and tumbling : 


over the clothes I had left behind me, 


her reſentment was rouſed beyond he 


| prudence, and ſhe haſfily deſired her ou 
deſiſt, alledging that ſhe had my orders 
to take care of them, and ſend an : 
after me. 
* Vhat you dirty huſſey-Vou was * 
vhere madam is gone then I finds—How 
dares you look me in the face, and own- 
that you have been the 'cownlith of ſich 
A * „ 
nt « *Compliſh | jo repeated e Py 
« What do you mean by that? madam _ 
a8 


; ; \ 
* „ 1 a Dn SON 
C =D 
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* 


as you 1 Rl her has : a right to 90 where. 
A liſts, „„ > 3f nbc 2 FED 


If you talk to me, 1 vil tare your 


eyes out, extlaimed the furious Lucy 


and had not the poor girl retreated in a 


8 hurry from her extended talons, would 


no doubt ' hage put her threat in execu- 
, tion. The wit ar then immediately ſe. 
Meld herſelf from any further attacks, 

by locking the room door, and my de- 


feated champion had nò reſource left; 


but to apply for ſuccour below ſtairs ; 


t even there ſhe was almoſt equally 


5 usbeleful. The old man knew too 
well the violence of his daughter, when 
incenſed, to hazard a rencontre volunta- 

ily at ſuch a juncture. 


% Vhat!“ ſaid he, in return to the di 


peal againſt her, © doſt not think vench 


is a thief, doſt thee ?”?. ; 
I knows not hat to think” ſaic 


the girl, „but in my mind, having a 


key of other people's things has but a 


badrſh fort FIN an 1 with RO | f 
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C Key! vhy lock thee now, On like 


521 thou talkeſt! Things vould be 


comed to a pretty paſs indeed, if a 
might not have m_— to her. own fur- 


niture!“ 2 5 Ir oi S1 5 
This happened to be a as RN 


which his poor, artleſs antagoniſt had 

F nothing to retort... 
not give up the cauſe fill” uy 

_ wiſely entreated him to 80 1 er ſafe 
till I ſhould ſend for en which would 
be in a day or two. 


How yer, ſhe did 


„ Yes, yes—vith all my heart,” a 


105 &« the ſhall have them as ſoon as 
ſhe pleaſes, if ſhe vill ſend me her 4. 5 


rden.“ A2 no tt 
' Alarmed as 1 am, dg not very 


mm ſurprized, by this information, 
an anxiety for the ſafety of my little 
wealth has ſerved to augment the an- 
guiſh of my mind. The apprehenſion 
of my retreat being diſcovered, which 
mult again ſubject me to the wicked de- 


ace * this Projiigato: nobleman, in- 
yolves « 


GS my WP 


* = 


* 


muſt -undoubtedly expoſe me to all the 


"Cw 13) 
dis: me ina very pled PR” 


ma. The moſt trifling communication 
© betiveen my preſent and former abode 


e from which nothing but a ſud. : 


dien flight could have preſerved me. 


And here I am an entire ſtranger to 
every body about 1e, without a ſecond 


; change of clothes to wear, or money 


NB 2 


even to defray the expences I have al- 
ready incurred. Other afflictions may 
ſink deeper, but this calls for immediate 


2 conſideration. Conſideration I can give 


it :=my poor brain, indeed, is almoſt 
diſtracted with reflecting on the dread- 


ful conſequences of contracting debts, 


which probably I may never be able to 


ſents itſelf for my relief; I know not 


* 


what to do: Mary is gone, and I am 

even obliged to rejoice at her abſence: 

for the poor girl's reſidence in the ſame 

| houſe with me, together with her un- 

" _ zeal for my hoppancſhy, muſt 
have 


N 


4 ave As hen = may _ of conceal- 


ment. | 


Y . x bin WP Miſs Gregg's extravagant idea, 


IP. 
3 
RX 


recommended me, I find, to the pro- 


teftion of her aunt, under the falſe cha- 
racter of a great heireſs abſconded from 
her father and laſt night I was not a 
little aſtoniſhed by receiving an oblique 4 
lecture on the crime of diſobedience, 
canveyed however in terms of ſuch mo- 
deration and good ſenſe, that ſo far 
from being offended at the freedom of bs 
the reproof, the gentle monitreſs was 
much exalted in my eſteem by the * 
principles it diſplayed. 
Tour letters, my dear Julia, ever 
breathe the ſoul of tenderneſs and ſym- 
pathy: friendſhip has ever found in you 


the ſteadieſt, the warmeſt, of her adhe- | 


rents. | 
But there is ſomething in your laſt 

which ſeems to intimate a ſtill ſofter ſen- 

timent. What am ] to think? Do you 
Vor. Wl, GGGö; es 


his eee creature, AY 


. Ny 
really love Montguiruetyy or are you vals ad 
ſeſſed of ſuch a tranſcendent magnani- - 
mity of mind as to be capable of a with 
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that you had beſtowed your hand 1 
out the concurrence of our ncht. 1 
Ons, merely to nee the intereſts of 1 

* it i8 FN 11 f it be not; 
nor is Selima, poor even in that 
only merit, in which her vanity informed 
her ſhe was rich! * Por Montgomery 
0% It is, it muſt be, love. In friend- ; 
tbip I cannot bear to feel myſelf inferior T 
"even to you. Yet if you could unite 
yourſelf to any.man who poſſeſſed not 
an irreſiſtible advocate in your heart, 1 

confeſs ; but as I ſaid before, it is im- 
poſſible. I will diſcard an idea which 
caſts me at ſo humiliating a diſtance in 

on affection, which has been the only 
_ conſolation of my breaking heart. 
| 1 oi after all, you have an attachment 
- to Mr. Montgomery, Heaven grant that 
you. may yet be happy with him; but | 
do 


” * wet 


— 


„ 


do not, for mercy's ſake, my dear girl, 
fſuffer my misfortunes to extend chem. 
ſelves to you. 


Mrs. Craven has eſtabliſhed leb a 


9 1 legree of credit, in my opinion, by her 
; good counfel to me, under the ſuppoſed 
character of an undutiful child, that I 
am juſt come to the reſolution of re- 
poſing in her an unreſerved confidence, 
and to entreat her aſſiſtance towards the 
recovery of the effects I have been com- 
pelled to leave in ſo precarious a ſituation. REES 
Adieu, my beloved Julia. Keep up 
| our ſpirits, I conjure you. You ſee 
bow I ſtrpggle. through the difficulties 


which encompaſs me: nor can I permit 


| Jou, without jealouſy, to ſuffer more 
anxiety than I do myſelf, for the welfare 5 
of your ſincere friend, 74 


- -SELIMA WORTHY. 
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IETER LXXXVII. 


MSS WESTBURNE , 


To 


eN 


' SELIMA. 


1 how my ert heaven with 
the painful conſciouſneſs of its inſuffici- 
ency to yield ſuccour to my ſuffering 
friend, or to ſhare her allliEions \ with . 
fortitude equal to her own. 
Delay not, my dear girl, to rech 
your money, or obtain an indiſputable 
aſſurance of its ſafety : 1 dread to think 
of the conſequences which muſt attend ; 
| its loſs. 
+ I cannot ſay I find myſelf ah pre- 5 
judiced in favour of Mrs. Craven, by 
ber matronly documents: P 9 might 
| be 


utable 


think 


ittend 


pre- 


n, by 
might 
| be ; 
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Abe well meant, dur they were premature {8 
and impertinent, you muſt confeſs : they 


give me an unfavourable impreſſion of 
her character, and teach me to expect, 
that it will in time unfold itſelf in that 


of a troubleſome, prating goſſip. I wiſh 

1 may be miſtaken ; but beware of truſt- 

ing her further than neceſſity abſolutely _ 
requires. Dear heart! how eaſy is it 

for me to give advice, whilſt J ſit here, 

not indeed bleſſed with many of the en- 


joyments of this life, but ſurrounded 
with ſtill fewer of its dangers. e 

I have only been Ble to ſave eight 
guineas for you, with all the æconomy 
I could practice. How it rends my heart 


to offer you ſo poor a ſupply, yet ſurely 
it may be of ſome uſe to you for the 


preſent, even ſhould any unfortunate 
event deprive you of better refources, I 
am a poor comforter, always poring 
over the black fide of the leaf, and 
dreaming of evils, which deſtiny, I truſt, _ 
vil not have the cruelty to realize. My 


Cc „ allowance 


Fred is very "citing 4 kh P 
1 yours. Do not think I could quan- 
der a ſixpence in ſuperfluities, when my 


_ deareſt friend i in want of the mereſt ; 
neceſſaries of life. Suffer not a falſe 


delicacy therefore to combat the only 


| -little ability I have to 1 the moſt 


fervent wiſh of my he: Aſk your 
bn, Selima, if mine 3 enjoy ſo 


ample a ſatisfaction, as that of being 


rs von ſerviceable to you. 


| What a delightful idea! Alas! that 
It 18 only an idea, what would I not do 
for you? What is the ſacrifice I would 
not make to ohne. the return of your 


n 5 
As i 1 let me reflect a 


Jttle I will not affirm. that I could . 


marry the man I abſolutely diſliked, 
even to make you happy; but ſurely 
ſiuch a motive could not fail effectually 
do turn the ſcale 1 in favour LA a man 
5 eſteemed ce V 
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; doubiedly: to the utmoſt extent of that 
= ſentiment, but for any thing more, I he- 
= neſtly confeſs, I do no 


n 


ſtesm ene moſt un 


| *know | How: to 


expreſs myſelf on the ſubject. 


In ſhort, Selima, I begin to agree ein 


thoſe caſuiſts whom I have thought very 
partial in their definitions, that the fe- 
male heart is a bock of paradoxes; and 
J am no adept in ſolving an enigma. 
Mine, I repeat, ſoftened by the calami- 
ties of its beſt friend, and the humili- 
ating ſituation of a deluded father, never 
remarkable for ſtability, has now even 
Ioſt the little firmneſs which it originally 
poſſeſſed, and yields ſupinely to every 5 


impreſſion of pity or anxiety in its 


£7 Nighteſt mould. Yet, often as I have 7 
* wiſhed, to hear of Montgomery's hap. 
pineſs, that wiſh—how ſhall I acknow- = * 
- ledge an inconſiſtency which you will 
_ deſpiſe ? That wiſh, Selima, has never 
deen accompanied with one for his re. 
leaſe from an attachment, by vary if 1 


r 
it 


* 1 4 ie 
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1 


ung 
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may believe his own t 
nſiderably impaired: but at this 


been col 
moment, concerns yt far more On 


engroſs my f 
from an idea, that | "i 15 e hy. 
power to have ſecured you from danger | 
and diſtreſs, the ſubject would not have 
made a part of our cofreſpondence.” - tha 
I know not how to quit my: pen, the KF - 
1 have no employment for it but a con- "KF 


tinuation of complaints, which can avail 
m_—_— but to undermine your forti- 
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LETTER LXXXIXs 


LORD HAZLEFORD. | | 5 


rRANCIö PORTMORE, ESN: 


% 


8 


* of th e moſt infernal machina- 
the heaven which 

s formed. — - | 
ow and then feel 


2 


$ 


put to fault the ſtauncheſt hound in my 

whole pack. Philip was never out-wit-" 
ted before ; and although oaths are the 
common reſources of vexation, and * 
ſpared not the conſolation, hang me, if 
his whimfical long phiz, info unexpe- - 
rienced a ſituation, did not provoke my 
riſibility in the midſt of my wrath, ang 
preſerve the clumſy dog from any fur 4 
effects of my reſentment. | 28 
I have had emiſlaries planted con- 
ſtantly at the deere ſrom whence my A. 
ſure has eloped z ;.D 
from that qu artef 2 
mine e hoſt,” * e this 
ays. ago. In the , F 


d p ww 1 ſent” away 
Obecienee o the com- 
Lord how he ſtared, 
Selzna had taken 

the gin, then at your 
* however returned the 
slance 


Hande without blinking, retorting boldly 
the inuendo of the eye, which might be 
ly: as 5 to himſelf as to me, 


19 he ke to the contrary. 
if 380 the meter reſted, and I ſhall proceed 


e- with —_— n ue God 
ay Knows. ** ä 

d & Miſs Lucy, the deer Aut 
er hom I before recommended to your 


nien, being a young lady of fine 
feelings forſooth, could not ſupport the 

lear of a ſeparation from her chere 

amie: therefore lacrifiging, without re- 
morſe, ſuch paltry conſiderations, as 
S filial and fraternal affection, with de- 5 
WW cency, propriety, and ſo forth, ſhe obly 


{parties and ſhare her fortunes through” 

the world. The immediate conſequence 
of her ingratitude and diſobedience, was 
the death of the poor © 0 
ther : an apopleRtic fit, occaſioned by le 


& 5 as which releaſed him from ac- 


cumulating 
T Me "2 205 \ by 
n * 


determined to accompany her in her de- ah 


d man, her fa- 


diſtraction of his mind, roved A. coup. RR 


cumulating evils: ge 4 it now. appears; * = of 
that he died inſolvent, and muſt for tu 
ſome time have led à very uneaſy life is 
from the fear of higſereditors. W Helima's 1 
thouſand pounds no doubt contribute 
to keep his head above water; the : 
loſs of it, on the other hand; — 
operate in an abatement of the ae - 2 
pride. Ovght it not to make her than I 1 
fully graſp the hand which is mercifully” a | 
extended to ſave her from ſinking? e 
Courage my boy; let her but ſip: | pi 
of the bitter draught, let her but feel li 
the icy hand of poverty, and my life for pe 
it, ſhe is thine, unreluQantly thine.” * at 
know it, if I could find out her retreat. J 
But that confounded / is the ſpedtre, 1 
1 which diſtracts me. Whilſt ſhe. is ſe. fu 
creted from my purſuit, may ſhe not ee 
meet with ſome benefactor as benevolent 
- as myſelf? Generoſity like mine is a 
ſpecie as common as baſe copper. I, fo 
| muſt unkennel the fox; or loſe my ſenſes. th 
„ Ny, ROT? wretch, extended on the bed. f 

5 8 .of 


of Procruſtes, ever ſuffered more tor- 
ture of body, than I do of mind. This 


3 A is being in love with a onal thou 


{wit lay @ 'B . 

Lady Alicia too, the more I am out 
of humour, the more ſhe torments me 
with her cloying fondneſs, fancying that, 
| 1 ſuppoſe, the moſt likely method hed 


1 oblige me. 


After my e had daily nere | 
each other with all poſſible vigilance and 
precaution, yeſterday, about noon, Phi- 
lip, whom I ſhould have thought the 
beſt perſon on earth to be upon guard 
at ſo critical a moment, ſaw a decent- 
looking man approach the empty man- 
ſion of the Greggs, who, ſtarting with 
ſurprize at its deſolate appearance, turn- 


A ed about to make his enquiries at the 


| next door, when Philip, as if paſſing 
| - accidentally by at the inſtant offered his 
ſervices, and kindly furniſhed him with 
| the information he required ; and with 
ſome addreſs, which he did not forget 
Vor. I. D properly 


cox 


properly to eſtimate, in the courſe of 
their converſation, drew from him the 


ſecret of his embaſly, which was no 


other than to recover the property my 
charmer had left, when ſhe flew from 
the arms of love and affluence. Full of 
extacy, and dubbing himſelf my major 
domo for life, I doubt not, in his own 


imagination, he ſuffered, I apprehend, 


his raptures to betray his deſign ; for 
although he cannot bear his diſcretion 
to be called in queſtion, he owns that 
the ſtranger ſuddenly became extremely 
cautious and reſerved, and that, not- 
withſtanding his utmoſt ingenuity was 
exerted on the occaſion, he failed of 
obtaining that intelligence, which was 
moſt eſſential to my ſucceſs, not being 
able to find out his name or place of 
abode, nor that of the fair fugitive, 
though he kept the former in view till 
be entered a houſe in Fleet-ſtreet ; but 
upon viſiting it this morning, in hopes 
of becoming better e with its 
e 


* 1 
„ 


TE AW 7) 
ſuppoſed maſter, he found, to our mu- 1 
tual chagrin, that it did not belong to 
him, nor could the owners of it give 


any further account of him, than that 


he had occaſionally viſited a young man 
who lately lodged there, but they had 


either never heard or did not recollect 
his name. Hang me if this diſappoint- 
ment has not made me more r 
than I was before. ob 
Is it not ſtrange, that a N40 which 1 
has hitherto been the joy, frolic, and 
| amuſement of my life, ſhould now ren- 
der me inſenſible to pleaſure, mirth, 
conviviality, chearfulneſs. Send me a 


few of thy- parſonic documents, and I 


ſhall turn Methodiſt without delay ; nay, 
the devil take me if I would not marry 


the girl, were it in my power. Such are 


the wonderful transformations of love, 
that I cannot boaſt of being the ſame in 


any one inſtance, n that of * 

thy friend, 
Mark nrönp 7A 
Da kran 


„ 
LETTER XC. 


| SELIMA 
MISS WESTBURNE, - 


> fi, Jutia, ü this is a 0 un⸗ 
"worthy of my friend. Are we not all 

creatures of An i Almighty Providence ? bh 
and ſhall we not bend ſubmiſſively be. 
neath the 1 corretiions of i its unerring 
I received your generous apply with 
Y gratitude, untinctured with that ſerupu- 
lous delicacy which ſhrinks from an ob- 

ö ligation, though under a full convidtion, : 
that it is already cancelled in the ac- 


” compliſhment of its charitable purpoſe. - 
Tes, my friend, you bade me conſult | 
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my 


Ow) 


| | 


1 my own Keart upon the ſubject, and 1 | 


believe you could not have applied to a 


more faithful interpreter of your ſenti- 5 
ments. I am now deſtitute indeed. 


Poor old Gregg has fallen a victim to 


woe folly and diſobedience of his beloved 


Lucy, who, ſeduced by the artful wiles 


of the worthleſs Mrs. Saunders, deſerted 


a parent, whoſe greateſt error was a 


i blind indulgence of his children, for the 5 
paths of infamy, ſhame, and miſery. 
The death of her father ſoon ſucceeded 


this inſupportable calamity, and ſnatched | 
him from the jaws of a perſecuting deſ- 


3 tiny, which had not yet drained the bit- 
ter potion of its malice. His whole 
effects have not been found ſufficient, I 


am informed, to ſatisfy the hard de- 


mands of his creditors, mine being out 
of the queſtion: for how, alas! can I 
make a claim with. the ſmalleſt probabi- 


lity of ſucceſs: who will be the advo- 


| cate of a beggar? beſides, I have not 
= any ſecurity to rely on: even the little 


-m 


D 3 ” 


e 3 


995 note of Try which I, who N never 
been uſed to entertain a ſuſpicion that 
>. two characters could lurk beneath the 
ſame exterior, thought a ſufficient in. 
demnity from a man of wealth and pro- 
bity, was not even legalized by the 
ſtamp of government. Such was the 
ignorance of your Selima. But never 
fear; I am in the high road to wiſdom, 
and am buying experience _ at the 


Gore rate. 


In addition to theſe diſcouragements, : 
1 is another more formidable to my 
hopes than all the reſt, the dread of 


again ſubjecting myſelf to the villainous 
deſigns of the wretch from whom I fled. 
Even in the effort I have already made, 


I have had the narroweſt eſcape from 
the perſevering arts of this n 


Peer. 


How have you 1 wit my 

dear girl, in the judgment you too haſ- 
_ tily formed of Mrs. Craven's character! 
She is a good woman, I aſſure you; the 


4 
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© 5 
| Kindly afliſted_ me in the attempt to re. 


trieve. my money and clothes, or with 
me even the attempt would have been 
impracticable. She carefully employed 


a relation, who lived conveniently in a 
very remote quarter of the town, who 


had diſcretion enough, ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf, to enter into the meaning of our ap- 
prehenſions, as far as it was neceſſary, 


and to conduct himſelf accordingly ; and 


who, moreover, had the liberality to 


ſerve a ſtranger without. looking for a 
reward; and the event proved, that 5 
did no credit to her ace in the 


confidence ſhe repoſed in him. 
At the door of my late lodgings, 


| | which. exhibited a very melancholy ap- 
| pearance, he was accoſted by a ſhabby. 


looking fellow, habited ſomewhat like a 


porter, who officiouſly offered him the 
information he was in queſt of. This 


civil paſſenger bore ſo little the ſemblance 


ot a ſpy or an impoſtor, that Mrs. Cra- 
ven's friend was ſo far from ſuſpecting 


any 


DOM ) 


any fraud, that he was once very near 
dropping a hint of the nature of his 
commiſſion, when luckily he perceived 
the corner of a delicately fine-worked 
neckcloth peeping from under the collar 
of his dirty brown waiſtcoat. This cir- 
cumſtance, trivial as it was, happily 
arouzed his caution in an inſtant, and 
| he immediately recollected the charges 
| he had received from his couſin, of the 
neceſſity of which he was ſoon perfectly 
convinced, by the aſſiduous curioſity of 
his companion encreaſing in proportion 
to his own reſerve, and ſtill more parti- - 
_ cularly, when he found himſelf watched 
on his return home; on which fortunate 
diſcovery, he took the prudent meaſure 
of turning ſuddenly down a wrong ſtreet, 
ſtriking into a very different route from 
that which would have led him to his 
own houſe, and entered one belonging 


to people who knew little of him, and 


eould give no dangerous intelligence, 
tho ad * be . 


. — „Thus 
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Thus mel been a ſecond time mi- 


5 N leis, -as it Were, preſerved from A Re 
= danger which haunts my mind with 
more uneaſineſs than even all the hor- 


rors of penury can inflict. _ 
What indeed are all the other alle 


tions I have ſuſtained, to a wretch, wo 
bdefore had forfeited treaſures far beyond 
the reach of affluence to purchaſe? Ah! 


my revered! my maternal friends! the 


5 | fatal moment which bereft me of your 
protection, ought to have rendered me 


infenſible of every leſſer evil. Indeed, 
indeed whatever may be the deſigns of 


| 0 Fate towards me, this will prove the 
A deepeſt; the moſt indelible, impreſſion of 
its iron rod. Nothing, fave only the 


loſs of innocence itſelf, can ever be re. 
garded by me in any degree of compa- 
riſon ' with the ne of r — 
tion. 
Mrs. e "OT put the means | of 
preſent ſubſiſtence into my hands. She 


has procured for me a gown to embroider, 


from 


; TER a great ſhop at the Weſt end of = 
the town, depoſiting the value of it from 


- which were raiſed againſt truſting 1 it in 
the poſſeſſion of a ſtranger. 


a ſhould not be ſo raſh in forming an opi- | 1] 
nion. The caſe was the ſame, you maß 
remember, with reſpect to poor Mrs. 


the natural liberality of T7 heart > 


_ diſcharge of my debt will then be ne- 
ceſſary towards ſatisfying the demands 
of her landlord. 


5 eie ien and fore. thought, and merely . 
to occupy my mind with the time being, ; 


I would ſing merrily through the day, 


2 the bread of youu and chearfulneſs. 
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her own pocket, to ſilence the ſeruples 


This is the woman you diſliked. You 


Woodley. It does not correſpond with 


be ſo haſtily ſevere. 

I have already begun my ads 3 
taſk, which muſt be completed before. 
Mrs. Craven's rent-day arrives, as the 


Had I the power to diveſt myſelf of r re- 


fleep quietly through the night, and eat 


{5 ſometimes 5 


5 N 35 * 

1 fometimes wonder if Mr. Saunders 
133 from the country before the 
departure of his dulcinea, whether he 
3 made any enquiries after me, and what 
he thought of my elopement. There 

are ſo many amiable traits interſperſed 
7 in his character, that I cannot believe 
he was made a party in the wicked 
| ſcheme concerted for my ruin. EY, 
Are you really in earneſt in what you 
E. about Mr. Montgomery? Pſhaw, 
pfhaw, do not be abſurd ; this is indeed 
being fruitful in 200m to torment. 
| pour. Bleſs me! was it not eaſier 
dar you to know, whether you could 

love the man when he was at your, el-. 

1 Kr, than now, when he is gone away 

;. the Lord knows whither ? Do not'ſuf- _ 
fer your affection for your friend to 
E plunge you into ſo dangerous an error. 
Io prove your love for me, it is not ne- 
ceeſſary to fall in love with any man, who, 
in taking you © for better for worſe, 


me 


# would graciouſly conſent to accept of 


"oa 35 


me into ite bargain; 105 fer are che 
men who would be chouſed into ſuch a 


pennyworth, even by the blind deity: 


himſelf, take my word for it; or were 


they ever ſo thickly i ee it is the 
only mark of your — on never ara 
wiſh to experience. 
I cannot cloſe this letter OR "1 
forming you, that your remittance cleared 
off all my debts. The importunities of 
the apothecary indeed became moſt pain. 
fully diſtreſſing to one who had never 
before ſuffered the humiliation of being 
dunned; but this is a dilemma, in which, 
for the future, I ſhall moſt en, 
avoid entangling myſelf. 
And now, my beloved ſiſter, I mY 


ſeriouſly aſſure you, that it is not my 


intention to remain any longer a burden 
on your benevolence 3 nay more, you 
muſt give me leave to proteſt, with all 


that firmneſs of mind which you have 


often derided by the name of obſtinacy, 
5 chat I will never receive any donation 


Whatever 


? 7 1 Gem your {4099 - whilſt the 
labour of my own can be rendered ſuf. 
| | ficient for my ſupport. Nor can you, 


on a due conſideration, indulge a wiſh, - 


not only ſo unneceſſary, but ſo inimical 
to the reſtoration of my tranquillity, 
idleneſs being the well-known cheriſher 
of diſcontent ; particularly, when to 
| eaſe your tender anxiety on this reſtric- 
tion of your bounty, I am ready to enter 
into as ſolemn an engagement, never to ö 
| conceal from vou any change in my 
=; ſituation ; and ſhould I be abſolutelß 
reduced to ſeek relief from any other 
ſource than my own induſtry—could 
s vou for A moment entertain a doubt, | 
from whom an obligation would be re- 


| ceived; with the ſmalleſt degree of com- 
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1 rege s with Aten you write, 
Selima, under ſuch a multitude of diſ. 
treſſes, excites my wonder, my ad mira. 
il. tion; and though the poiſonous weed of 
=_ _- jealouſy can never ſpring up between me 
Wo and my dearer ſelf, I feel moſt ſenſibly 

the inferiority of my own mind and 
my boſomglows with increaſing warmth, 
at the ſurpaſſing excellencies of my friend. 
With what a glorious refulgence does 

your character exalt itſelf above the 
rigours of your fate! I loved you moſt 
truly, loved you in the arms of wealth 

„%% ] 


1 45 
2 | and comfort; but now, lanctified, as 
you ſeem to me, by the ſevere trials of 
adverſity, I cannot find in language a 
I word tender enou 8. · to expreſs the ſen- 
= ſations of my heart. 5 
% 1 I believe, indeed, you W WY! my LE 
* U thoughts better than I do myſelf; 
and I am now convinced, if I ever 
marry any man; it can be only for your 
fake. Poor Montgomery ſhall no more 
be the topic of our correſpondence : for 
bow is it poſſible I ſhould explain ſenti- 
ments to you, which form an infolvable 
1 myſtery even to-myſelf? _ „„ 
A better plan has preſented iilelf + to 
my imagination.— My father cannot have 
the injuſtice to immure me for life in 
chis moſt inſupportable of all ſolitudes. 

; 1 How can he be ſo cruel as to with it, 
1 when I may be full as effeQually removed 
from the jealouſy of his wife, by means 
ſo far leſs deſtructive to my own happi- 
8 neſs? O! my dear ſiſter, ſhould he have 
the kindneſs to accede to the requeſt, I 


71 „„ mean 


"0 feel at this moment, from the know- 


4 


mean to make to him, on 1 his retürn 
into the country, furely what will ſerve 
for the maintenance of one, with well 
exerted economy, may amply: ſuffice for 


the comfortable ſubſiſtence of us both. 


For my part, I am intoxieated with the 
idea; but I would not infect you with a 
ark of my enthuſiaſm,” till my fcheme 
has received more efficient earneſt of 
ſucceſs, than wiſhes only ean produce. 
I flatter myſelf, che genuine delight 


ledge that you are fallen into honeſt 
hands, will be conſidered as ſome'atone- 
ment for an error, into which I was only 
precipitated by a reſtleſs anxiety for your 


and ſtability of mind, my judgment 
would be cool, diſcriminating, and un- 
prejudiced as yours. —unconſeious as you 
are of the pre-eminence of your own 


worth, you are amazed to ſee human 


frailties contaminate the character of 
n friend. e 
JFF 
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This wretch; Lord Hazleford, is the 
common enemy of domeſtic. peace— | 


| Would you believe it Selima ?—The ſe- 


i 4 ducer of my father s wife is no other 
chan the baſe diſturber of your peace — 
At leaſt it is upon ſtrong preſumptive. 
evidence, that I have formed the con- 
1 | jecture. N Bouvais (as 1 have befare 5 
informed you) has honoured me, unſo- 
I ucited, with a ſhare in her confidence, 
WM... | and yeſterday ſhe divulged the important 
"al ſecret, that the name of my lady's fa- 
= vourate vas mi Lor Izzleford or Uzzle- 
5 ford,” ſhe could not diſtinguiſh which, 
47 from the hand writing of her friend. 
5 Now it there f is no ſuch title mentioned p 
1 in the court calendar, I can caſily con- 
ceive ſuch a corruption of the word 
very poſſible, with either of thefe polite 
W linguiſts, but how to ſatisfy my curioſity 
on this point, 1 am quite at a loſs. My, 
father has taken away the key of his 
5 library, having been perſuaded by my 
Ind ſtep- mother, that books are mon- 
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ſtrous n. things to the moths & 

a young lady; the diſuſe of them, there- 
fore, I preſume, may account for the 
extraordinary. purity of her's: ſo that 
my ſtudies are entirely confined, at pre- 


ſent, to a bible and prayer book, Les 


Hiſtoires de Telemaque and Gil Blas, 
Magazines des Enfans, des Fables 


Choiſis, an odd volume of 966770 
Cruſoe, The Tales of the F 


Hymns for little Children, by Mrs. 2 


3 and Enfield's Speaker. 
1 felt myſelf wounded in no ſmall 45 


gree by the prohibition in the latter part 
of your letter, little as my abilities are 


eee to ſecond my inclinations to 


ferve you. Had they been more fo, I 
_ - muſt have contended with that firmneſs 
of mind, which I ſtill perſiſt, in declar- 
ing, will now and then degenerate into 
obſtinacy, though 1 e it * 


have been in vain. 


But are ee as I am at PP bal 
1 ial * Ms to your decree, 
5 0 
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; x (a y 1 
1 keadfaſtiy ng on the MAES by 
WJ which you! have diveſted it of half i its 
: | How kind it was in Mi ; Condi to 
bw aſſiſt you in ſuch an emergency, and 
how amiable it is in you to make an 
amuſement of an employment, Which 
to moſt young women, educated With 
your proſpects, would have been a ſource 
of the moſt painful mortification. Your 
new occupation however will not, I 
hope, ſo utterly engroſs your time, as to 


5 k 
by n ** 


interfere with the punctuality of your 
pen; yet if it ſhould, though your 
correſpondence is the only comfort of 
my broken ſpirit, do not think me ſo 
ſelfiſh as to repine at my own loſs, 
© when it is the * POP a 
= you advantage. 
= From your ſilence on the ſubje& of | 
your health, may I venture to draw a 
= favourable inference? I have endea- 1 
= voured to perſuade myſelf I may. Let 
& when you knew the joy ſuch intelligence 
ff 7s rr onal 
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15 Miss WESTBURNE,, 

1 T e FFF 
IB. e | ee e 
Sh from its unneceſſary | 
FT my health. To ; 
I the truth, it is 4 concern of ſo little mo- 
. elf, Fam but too apt to „ | 
2 to the boſom of a 
SL a former letter: boaſt of an amendment, 4 
ch 1 did not feet, or complain of 1 ma- 
Ne ladies which 1 thought not of —n | 
Th any exiſt indeed, except a rim of 

RY ſpirits, and a weakneſs of frame, natu - 

8 1 reſulting from a mind borne down © 
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OY -: by. . caprice of Wie Such was 
muy ſituation, when laſt addreſſed you: 
now with humble thankfulneſs I can 
aſſure you, the caſe is greatly altered. — 
The fiend, diſcontent, has not ſo many 
opportunities to attack me, and 1 have 
experienced ſome intervals of a compo- 
ure, to which I was an utter ſtranger, 
wWuhilſt idleneſs nouriſhed, the venom of 
my misfortunes. 3 
ow litttle are bende £09" 
bd - of penetratin g the merciful de- 
ſigns of, an ' all-wiſe Creator! I now. 
=: regard the loſſes; I ſuſtained, on my re- 
5 moval from the family of the Greggs, 
ip no other light, than as an indirect 
1 bleſing, graciouſly. intended to ſoſten 


. the rigour of more indelible calamities. 
= 4 What an adept are you, my dear girl, | 
. is the fabrication. of caſtles in the air 


Et”: No, not one ſpark. of your enthuſiaſm 
has extended itſelf to me, though it ac-. 
tually raiſed a ſmile on my cheek, and a 

0 ane of een gratitude in my. 

. 85 heart. 


. * 8 
N 


eee Ahe aſl feces of 
© your project, and you will immedi. 
7 bo relinquiſh the intention of making 
ſo romantic 4 propoſal, which be affured, 
1 would be received with"the moſt ſerious 


5 | neſs has been alienated from you, by a 


do not give am innocent one the pen. of 
a 5 | involving | you in his dif pleaſure. HWY 
Fly 1 make not the ſmalleſt doubt that 
bp Lord Hazleford was the perſon alluded 
To to by your amiable confidante. Thou Sh 
gs, 1 at firſt my ſurprize was conſiderably ex- 
0 if cited by the intelligence, it ſoon ſubſided 
1 in that only of having been ſurprized at 
1 all. Indeed, 1 think, charity to the 
9 world in general ſhould make you and 
me rejoice, that two ſuch inconteſtible 
eee of villainy ſhould be confined to 
dhe black heart of one eee indivi- 


** th . 


© difipprobation.”' Your father's" tender. 


| worthleſs woman. For Heaven's ſake, 
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- en not 1 any 8 of our 
=: . have ſufficientleiſure 


for all my recreations, and whilſt I have 


life and reaſon, this tribute to our early 


love ſhall never be held in a ſecondary 
degree of eſtimion.:—moreover, I can 


faithfully aſſure you, that I frequently 
amuſe myſelf with my pencil as well as 


„ 


with my pen. Yet. notwithſt 


"theſe deſultory avoc 
will not accuſe me of having failed in 


1 application to my buſineſs (I pride 
word) when I tell you I am not with- 
out hopes that my gown. will be finiſhed 
in a few days, when I purpoſe taking it 


home myſelf, if I have ftrength enough 
for the undertaking; for I wiſh to con- 


. the means,'by which I may make the 


ow 


ſometimes 


- 
„ 
. o 
_ 
”_— 


I think you 


_ tale perſonally | with my employer, on 


. moſt advantage of any. labours. Fear f 
poor Mrs. Craven will not be able to ac- 
company me in my walk; ſhe is ſo ter- 
oh afflicted with an aſthma, that I 


: f de . her ' Uiforder is at En 
4 A than uſual ſhe tells me, owing to 
7 z » bad cold, which. 1 greatly ſuſpect ſhe | 


i much, though ſhe. will not confeſs it, 
i but good. naturediy tries to 7 Pair 
0 E my deareſt Julia; as not dif. 
© treſs yourſelf with unneceſſary apprehen- 
=o ſions. I need not ſurely repeat to you, N 
. that I am happier, or at leaſt leſs miſer- 

1 able, than I have been, and that I am 
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 Lupport of my exiſtence would engroſs 
fo large a portion of my melancholy 

| hours, as to interrupt the punQuality of 
my pen: but alas! what is the cauſe to 
which I am to aſcribe this almoſt unpre- 
cedented omiſſion of your's?— For Hea- 
ven's ſake, delay not to affure me that 
you are well. I tremble as I wiite—T 
tremble for your health—#your | happi- 
neſs : which indeed arg, almoſt all J have 
- left to tremble, for. Inneßs, or dr your 
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WT ſible cauſes of any breach in the regu- | 
larity of your affeclionate remembrances; 
for I im too ſenſible of your tenderneſs 


induce you to with-hold from me the 
only comfort E have of late enjoyed. 
. | 43H todk the gown home an Wedues- 5 
day, as I purpoſed, and although by 
Mrs. Craven's earneſt requeſt, who was 
= too ill herſelf to accompany me, I leaned 
on the arm of her old ſeryant, I was 
5 ſa much overcome by fatigue, that all 
the next day I was utterly unable to ſup- 
port myſelf; and to complete che ſub- 
= jection of my ſpirits, on coming back, 
L encountered ſuch an alarm, as makes 
me ſhudder at this moment to reflect on 
the danger to which I had pee 
mo We 7545 Sf 
As ve paſſed en obe of the 
Weſtminſter,, we ſaw before 


? us, at = oh ds of a large houſe, an ele. 
gant <qpifige: nd; — with. flam- 


to ſuppoſe any trivial occurrence een 


* 


% 


in which I found myſelf, that of wan- 
_ dering through the ſtreets of London in 
the dark, or atleaſt in the duſk, to en- 


_ concealment of mine; yet you may con- 


gage themſelves much with the objects 
about me; My work not being finiſhed 
till between four and five o'clock in the 
 ufternoon, the great diſtance I had to 
walk, with my inability to uſe much ex- 
pedition, drove our return far into the 
evening; and, loſt in one general con- 
cern, I thought not of any particular 
danger, till I was ſtruck with the figure 
of Lord Hazleford, who, in converſa- 
tion with a middle-aged. gentleman, was 
following one younger, who leda beautiful 
lady to the coach, from which I was not 
many paces diſtant, but fortunately the 
light, which rendered their features vi- | 
ſible to me, aſſiſted greatly towards the 
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ceive the panic into which I was thrown 
by this adventure: I twitched the arm 
"" =y voy e 9 her 

| from 
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Bom n e and ſlunk behind ker, | 


without daring to account for the extra- 
ordinary emotion, as ſhe is very deaf, 


and the ſound of my voice would cer- 
tainly have betrayed me. What an act 
of imprudence have I been guilty of! 1 
am aware that I have again incurred the 


cenſure of your better judgment, Julia; 


ſuch a time, was it not a million to one, 


that ſuch a rencontre would not have 
happened? But I ſhould not have thrown 
myſelf in.the way- of ſuch a On IP 
confeſs. VEL k 
When the object i . was re- 
ved, I found my ſtrength no longer 
ſufficient for the continuance of my walk; 
and poor Katty, having, n e ta 
an adjacent ſhop, and procured for me 


2 ſeat and a glaſs of cold water, called 


a coach, in which, for half a crown, 


. Fe. were . my to this peaceful 


1 


Pr The mercer was well aüsfied with 1 
- my: performance, for which 1 thought | 

myſelf ſuperabundantly recompenced; 
but Mrs. Craven was of a different opi- 
nion, and much enraged at the impoſi- 


py ton which my IA had ſuf- l 


1 3 away with me, W a A 
By whole bundle of materials, for fan mounts 
__ and artificial flowers, which I flatter my- 
ſelf will afford me a more beneficial, as 
well as a more entertaining employment, 
though my ſpirits, I fear, will be little 
equal to the taſk, unleſs my good genius 
Will condefcend to interfere, and, in the 


ſmape of a poſt-boy, chaſe away the hi- 


deous phantoms which diſtra& my brain. 
Write, I entreat you, my beſt, my 
only friend. I have learned to bow be- 
neath the ſtroke of affliction; but this 
of torturing ſuſpenſe I know not how 
io bear. 9 eternally, 7 $953" 30 
 SBLIMA wournt, 
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5 1 eh thrown bes by Mr! 
tle . The game, dove-like as ſhe appeared, 
has had the cunning to elude all my 
ſtratagems, and, with all the noble ar- 
dour of my enterprizing genius, I am 
= compelled to give up the chace, and re- 
turn ignobly to my former haunts.— 
Entre nous---I am now going to entruſt | 
& thee with a ſecret, which I almoſt bluſh * 
to whiſper even to myſelf. This little in- 
fignificant Jezabel has got ſuch a plaguy 
= hold on my heart, that it cannot diſen- 
F * itſelf from her chains, and my 


er | 


. a 
95 ; 3 
% 2 5 


— -_ 
— 


mion. No, it is but in one angelic wo- 


mating rays of a reſplendent Sun. by Yet 


vility, and feel myſelf annihilated with 
a frown, humble myſelf to appeaſe her 
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 foundedly-af the diſcovery. | Yet, ſurely, "4 


when refulgent Sol has hid his ſplendor * 
from the world, and Teſts concealed 
upon the lap of Thetis, Luna' s leſſer 
ght may come in for a ſhare of ad- 
miration: though, ſave your reverence, 
I do not mean to inſinuate that the god- 
deſs of chaſtity is the moſt emblemati- 
cal ſymbol of our preſent theme, unleſs 
we figure her in the arms of her Endy- 


man, that the gentle. charms of modeſt 
Eynthia are irradiated with the ani. 


conſcious as J am of the inferiority. of 


my preſent idol, I muſt continue in my 
paganiſm, worſhip her with abject ſer- 


3 and be no nearer Heaven when 
TL: have done. T here is ſome paradoxi- | 
cal n . this woman, which, has 


* 
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55 1 1 , * 87 5 | 
4 tte power to make me miſerable, but 


t con- 
ſurely, 9 
lendor YG „ 
cealed I dined on Wedneſday laſtin Llanes. 
Jefſer i 7 4 reet, for the firſt. time after a very un- 


F ad- dual abſence, and found my lady re- 


ene 9 9 | \ | | 
= 1 ” lirting moſt unmercifully with a little, 
mati. We Trench bs; whom Weltburne | 
mleſs i by 
dy-. 
wo. | 
odeſt 
ani. 
Yet 
y. of 
my 
ſer. 


1 vary no caller eee ho 
his own baby face, and eaſy French af- 
© ſurance, to ſecure an agreeable -recep- 
tion from his wife. When I entered the 
4 room, they were ſitting together on a 

, amuſing themſelves with the 
rar infantine paſtime, which I have 

heard my ſiſter, when we were children, 
5 call making cats cradles, with a ſkaine of 
; filk cord or twiſt, which, I preſume, her 
ladyſhip carries in her work-bag, for 
WE the dear advantage of having it always 
4 in her Poe to "deſtroy that abomina- 5 


ble | 


| which took a part in the deſign, and 
ſtamped it with ſucceſs. Poor Benedict, 
too polite to intrude, when his wife was 


1 


ble bore, ycleped Old Kine which is 
undoubtedly a moſt: formidable enemy 


do a modern fine lady.— The beau did 


attempt to riſe on my appearance, and 
make as genteel an inclination of his 


body as the engagement of his fingers 


would permit. His fair play- fellow, 


however, not ſo condeſcending, caſt at 
me a contemptuous glance, and kept 


her ſeat without any change in her be- 


Hhhaviour, except (as I ſuſpected) an en- 
ereaſed familiarity with her new ami, to 
amplify the mortification of the old one 


A plague on my egregious. folly, 


ſo much more agreeably engaged, caught 


me by a button, led me to the chimney 
corner, and, in his ſproſing manner, 


gave me a full hiſtory of the birth, pa- 


rentage, &c. &c. of the ci. devant noble 
ſtranger, expatiating much upon his po- 


ee  addreſs,—and. ſo forth con- 
„ i . 


We cluding his panegyric, at laſt, with ob- 
We ſerving, that he was juſt the ſort of man 
chat ſuited my lady's taſte. Poor idiot! 
W Yet I could not help envying in ſome 
degree the ſang froid, which I could not 
emulate; whilſt I was unable to reſtrain 
my eyes from wandering to a part of 
che room, where my heart No, hang 
5 it—my vanity, let me ſay· was moſt Ep 
deeply intereſted, and where I beheld a 
ſcene mane ated but on hath ind 
W torment m. ; 
Lord] what an aaa bac . 
you are!“ ſaid the pretty trifler I 
never ſaw any thing ſo immenſely clum- 
- then ſeized the puppy's hand and 
twiſted the ſtring about it, an action the 
iit maitre had too much gallantry not 
do return by an impaſſioned preſſure of 
W her's, by which he called forth a delicate 5 
ſcream.— “ O!. fie, you monſter !—now, 
pou have hurt my wriſt, I Proteſt. and 
vow. Only lock how red it is“ —diſ- 
5 playing anche fame * a hand and 
r fingers, 


of the water. if 1 were ſure I ſhould 


Fs 4 Go 9 
tion too m— for i the e even of an 5 
anchorite to have withſtood, and Mon- 


"had he: Not. aun it irreſiſtible. TI 

This foolery, however, did not aal 
che piqne of the fair enragee, and, with 
an energy which ſhe knew would not be 
unnoticed, ſhe exclaimed, . O! dear! 


what a charming, delightful ring you 


have got there Pray let me look at 
NA it familiarly from his finger 
placing it on her own—*< I never 


ſaw any thing ſo exquiſitely beautiful; 


it is monſtrous pretty: done in Paris, 
T preſume? There is nothing tolerable 
any where elſe. Weſtburne promiſed to 
take me there. But then I was ſo afraid 


wned--- And: now you are all 

tor barbarc 48 too, I ſhould abſolu- 
tely fear the people would cut my head 
off: it would be a horrid bore to be 


ea) 


1 the? 805 you not tremble for your 
beautiful ring all this while? I have 
5 | taken a vaſt fancy to it, I aſſure you---- 
d ſince I have got it into my poſſeſ- 
b 2 do not think I ſhall be able to part 
5 Vith! it again. Would you be very cruel 
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Bl Von be ſavage w ſend me to jail? 
: or really I believe I ſhall be obliged to. 
ſteal it——upon my me F nig 
i 1 Steal it!“ repeated Mon/ieur, look: | 
Ing rather more ſurprized, than pleaſed 
; Fat this mark of approbation “ if you 
. i honour its owner un ej pa 


Bean 


| 6 01 eee Aneſth is im- 
| W yoſlible,” returned the lady. I would 
not accept ſuch a preſent for the uni- 
10 verſe; that would be very wrong would 
not, Webby? Vet it is mighty pretty 
wo,“ looking wiſhfully at it. “ But I 
in tell you what I will do,“ reſumed | 
= 5 I will not take it as a gift, but I 
_ bib make an exchange with you, there 
Vor. 5 can 


were I to commit ſuch a theft? Would 


"Þ 62 * 1 85 24 4 
can be no harm in that. You ſhall have of | 
this. of mine inſtead of it. But indeed 4 | a 
it is ſuch a paltry bawble, I am almoſt || 
aſhamed of offering it; to you. London 

Workmanſhip too. It is a vile thing ; 
but there are brilliants about it of ſome 

value, I believe: beſides we ſhall keep 5 

them for each others ſake, which will MM 

look fo. friendly, you know.“ The = 
ſwain was in raptures---and I-was---con- 

fuſion !----the paltry bawble, as ſhe call- 
ed it, was a ring with my own hair, en- 
circled with brilliants, which I preſented 
to her, and ſhe received with mutual 
vows and eee 60 everlaſting Fl 
love and conſtancy. Dinner was at 
that moment fortunately announced, or 

I believe I could no longer TINO apt 
aa. reſtraint on my vex ation. 

Il̃ be farce was carried on in agus. 
lour with the ſame ſucceſs; with which 
it had been begun in the drawing- room. 

But there being no addition to our 
Y rn dumb-waiters OY our _ 
- 5 | & . 5 and 


W 0 WY. > 
L nd the attendance of ſervants was dif. 
en with, à circumſtance from which, 


ITconfeſs to you my 1 $5; n _ 

f confolation. E e | 
The tender turtles Sik our oh | 
Gemtertained themſelves with half whiſpers, 
= glances, and in culling for 
each other the particular delicacies of 
every diſh; which 1 obſerved on that 
day were uncommonly frenchified, to 
W uit the palate of the gay Parifian ; whilſt 
4 an additienal penance was inflicted on 

4 me, in being obliged to liſten to poor 
Webby, and lend an ear to all his long 
ſtories without reſource, though in juſtice 
to his amiable help-mate, I muſt ac- 
knowledge, that ſhe took an opportunity 


kept carelefsly: to intimate, that I might oc- 
I WT cupy' a place in her box at the play, 
par- which, as Mrs. Siddons was to appear, 
which was the faſhionable reſort for the even- 


ing, if I was not provided with a more 
agreeable engagement ; to which I re- 
plied, with an air of equal indifference, 


Eat | 45 G . £ : that 


_ 
—_— .- 
F 


abſolutel 


truth is, I had facrificed as much to: an. 


though I was ſeated between two pretty, 


i PLEA © 64 I” PR 
35 Hat the young lady P. hall dene me the : 
honour to appoint me her Ciciſbed 3. 
therefore, I ſhould only trouble het 
ladyſhip to ſet me down in Brook. ſtreet, 
and had the pleaſure immediately to per- 
| pe e rival beauty;:delivered| with 
a provoking Jer cot excited an 
emotion not to be ro 
the rouge to an unbecoming profuſion 
on her cheek, and a; hem or two 
5 y neceſſary, befpre ſſie could 
reſume the little common. place chit- chat, 
in which ſhe is an admirable adept. The 


ger and revenge, ad my paſſion would 
15 permit, and though I would not grace 
the triumph of my rival, by attending 
her ladyſhip to the theatre, I was deter- 


. mined to keep the enemy in view ;. 


amiable women, neither the charms of 
beauty, nor the intereſting force of the 
 iragic Wy nor 5 other power, hu- 
| man 


man or divine, believe, except the hops 
8 of; diſcovering the adorable | fugitive,” 
which, alas! even then was utterly ex- 
tinguiſhed in my breaſt, could have re- 
ſtrained my eyes from wandering to that 
part of the houſe, to which an inexpli- 
cable attachment irreſiſtibly dee 
Yew: to fix their: whole attention. 
Paſſing through the lobby, as I was 
conducting lady P. to her carriage, whilſt 
ber ſiſter leaned on his lordſhip's arm, 
H accidentally joſtled Le petit Marquis, | 
and La belle Alice—on which the-latter 
turned about, and, with her wonted com- 
placency, cried, © Is it you my lord? 
1 hope you intend to ſup with us to 
night,“ laying her hand on my arm, 
and ſmiling tenderly in my face as ſhe 
ſpoke. I had, however, the reſolution 
to withſtand this ſeducing blandiſhment, 
and to decline accepting the invitation. 
I had a private engagement, but it 
was ſuch an one as I could, thus tempted, 
PH: and moſt unreluctantly have 
G 3 5 broken, 


110 


-. would you believe it? The devil take 


es) 


woken „ had not my price 3 
opportunely to my aſſiſtance, and pre- 
ſerved me from the humiliation of ſuch 
a conceſſion ; for which kind ſervice jt 
Was well rewarded on Thurſday night, 
oo we receipt of the Neth it ann 1 
86 My Lord, . 81 
0h 1 deteſt myſelf for this 0 2 
1 cannot help it. Your: knowing how 
much I am devoted to you, is the rea- 
ſon that you treat me thus. Come to- 
morrow morning; Weſtburne will be 
out, and I alone: Come, to perſuade me 
at leaſt of the continuance of your af- 
fection. I would even rather be de- 
ceived, than convinced of a truth to the 
entire diſtruction of my peace. 
4 Tours, and yours only, = 
44, 4 axreth WES TURNER. ane 
His: was à moment of exultation ! 
Though its Exiſtence was but ſhott— 
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me if 1 do not think Folly preſided 
in * e at Tt birth: though 
I do 
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. Tao horrecotea that the i s honouted 
ich a place in: the planetary. ſyſtem, it 


the direction of this world; and T am 
5 fully perſuaded, that by her ruddy, 
round face, or ſome other external 
charm, ſhe found means to ingratiate 
W herſelf ſo effectually into the good opi- 
55 nion of my family, as to procure 110 fr 
office of wet nurſe to the eldeſt ſon. 
Would you believe, I repeat, that 1 

W flew with all imaginable-alacrity in obe- 

0 dience to the ſummons ; threw myſelf 
Vat the feet of this bewitching Circe ar. 
rayed in all her charms owned myſelf 
che firſt aggreſſor, reſigned the conſe- 
W quential airs of the offended perſon, in 
which I had plumed myſelf for the viſit, 
W and ſupinely ſinking into that of the pe- 
nitent offender—ſued to be forgiven ? 
= Here was the downfall of pride re- 
WW acted, ſays your worſhip—Yet .inſignifi. 
We cant as the creature is, recolle& ſtill, | 
chat ſhe is a woman—and to a woman 


a 


2 89 


1 


3 


me 
ak 


| is well known that ſhe has her ſhare in 


60 


in her moſt capricious mood, ean it dif. 
grace a hero to ſubmit O! Portmote, 
there is a woman whoſe chains would 
reflect honour upon ſlavery; did not 
| thy tongue bliſter, thy goole-quill ſhrivel, 
and thy paper bluſh, when thou hadſt 
the temerity to uſe her name irreverent- 
ly? Would that I might ever enjoy the 
power of proving to thee the different 
degree of eſtimation, i in which I hold 
the favours of an angel from thoſe—1 
was going to ſay—of a mere woman 
but I will not caſt ſuch an opprobrium 
on the ſex; neither, on the other hand, 
would I be too ſevere on a poor trifling 
butterfly, whom I do not conſider as 
altogether anſwerable for the hap anne and 
3 of her conduct. | 515 
Farewel but if thou gene OY 7 
1 chaplain, dare not to o profan 
the {brine of my _ . 
1 eee Nen n 
2 1551 85 a 03 IH - HAZLEFORD. 
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LAS! ! my friend, my beloved Selima, 
T take up my pen without knowing how 
5 to uſe it. Indeed my ſilence was not 
che offspring of caprice, of idleneſs, or 
—of what materials eould the 
heart be formed, that could neglect thee 
in this moment of adverſity ? How un- 
worthy of thy affection No, no, your 
Pudgment did nc err, when it told you 
ere was 2 a cauſe : too e chere mow 
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your anxiety, nbr ſuffer your mind to 
bewilder itſelf with vague conjectures on 
à ſubject, with the reality of which you 
. © cannot at preſent be made acquainted— 
For mercy's fake; ſeek# not to multiply 
diſtreſſes; but endeavour to lighten 
thoſe which are too burdenſome atready. 
Indeed I fear the melancholy caſt of my 


itſelf to. your breaſt. Ah! why, as I 
cannot divulge! to you, the truth, why | 1z 
am 1 weak enough to acknowledge my- , 


; grief; to employ itſelf with che diſcuſion 
of topics foreign to its own ſenſations; 
but I truſt you are too ſenſible of your 
Julia's deficiency in point of fortitude to 
magnify images through the gloomy me- 
dium of her enfeebled ſpirits. 


on which they ſeem principally.to dwell, 
ay thus prompt es ACS with your re- 


Cab 


Exert your underſtanding t to > appeaſe 


ideas muſt, ere this, have communicated 


ſelf leſs. happy. than I have been?.+ Yet 
it is hard for a heart, ſurcharged with 


* rl fs FS: 


-: To relieve your fears on thoſe ſubjeds MM 


N 


TR) 


aueſt to write, convince you that I am 
ell—that I am here.---Affarances, to 
which I can ſincerely add, that I am not 
g | Bernal affected with any new misfor- 
June, and that every ſucceeding day en- 
ereaſes that eſteem and love which bind 
Vo to the heart of your 
Es JULIA. WESTBURNE. 
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Yss, Julia, the gloomy caſt of your 
ideas has communicated itſelf to mine. 


In reading your terrifying letter, ſhort as 


it was, I felt myſelf repeatedly impelled 
to exclaim— Ah! ſpare this cruel kind. 
"neſs, Ceaſe to torture me with a miſta- 
ken caution, which is rather like keep- 


F ing a criminal on the wheel, than delay- 
ing the execution of his ſentence. How 
| have you complied with my requeſt ?. — 


I entreated you to write, and you have 
done ſo—but it was only to plunge me | 
145 __; in a labyrinth of doubts, fears, 


de. 


Ts) 


and conje&tures of he moſt melancholy | 
tendency. _ 
Tou tell 1 me you- are 6 wal that you 


not perſonally affected by any new mis- 


vulnerable? Nature ſeems to have divi- 
s ded the human heart into two 1 8 9 
33 endend alike to groan, | 


4 The tender, for another's pain, 
% Thr unfeeling for its own.” 


friend who has proved it to the centre? 
Muſt I, who have ſo freely ſhared wit 
you the bitter draught, by Fate intended 
only for my own lips----am I to be pre- 
Voi. . eluded 


% 


remain in the ſame place, that you are 


fortune. And yet you confeſs you are 
more unhappy than you have been: nay _ 
your whole ſtyle exhibits a mind agi- 
tated by ſome event not within the ordi- 
nary catalogue of ill-fortune. Need you 
have intimated to me, that it was not 
perſonally alone that your ſenſibility was 


And to which of theſe, the tl 5 
heart of Julia appertaineth, who can de- 
cide with equal authenticity with that 
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remains in its own unaltered ſemblance, 


. e Joys thall be exempted. from my 
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: cluded an e ae of We What 
have I done---how have I offended---how 
rendered myſelf unworthy of your un- 
limited confidence? The calamity muſt 
indeed be weighty, that is more formi- 
dable than e diminution of 19 1 
| friendſhip. C 
The more I reflet, the more my unn 
diſtradts itſelf with a variety of ſurmiſes, 
which vaniſh without acquiring the form 
of probability, and are ſucceeded by a train 
as ſhapeleſs as themſelves : the only one, 
which retains its hold on my imagination, 
is the diſcovery of lady Alicia's faults, 
her ſeparation from your father, and his 
exceſſive grief in conſequence of the 
(to him) unforeſeen e of is 
domeſtic peace. 79 
| \ Yet from hence, how can 1 . 
2 any reaſon for your reſerve, which till 
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unaccountable and . unkind ?,'; Do but 
_ ſuffer me to partake of your ſorrows— 


ini, 
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„ and uncontaminated by 
che malignancy of my fate. 
+ Do you miſtake me tor a goſſip? ? are 
you afraid of entruſting me with a ſecret 
too nearly connected with the honour of 
your family? Did you ever in our ſchool- 
days diſcover in me the character of a 
tale-bearer N o, my pride riſes at the 
thought, and the purity of my own 
friendſhip/ will not admit a ſuſpicion, that 
ſo unjuſt a ſentiment could take root in 
the boſom of my friend. —I fly to work, 
as to my only refuge; but though * ä 


not ale away the ah images of 
* not think it is an idle curioſity 
that agitates my ſpirits ;—no, it is an 
unconquerable dread of I know not what, 
If I fleep, your figure is inſtaatly before 

me—T ſee you in ſome inevitable danger 
— behold you on inacceſſible rocks—the 
| foaming billows which ſeparate us from 
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calmed the anguiſh of real woe, it will 


. each other, daſhing againſt their fides : 1 
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E hear your brekz but cannot move 
to your aſſiſtance, Wi from the dreadful 
| ſcene awake in a tremour, which ſubſides 


55 worthy to ſympathiſe in your. afflictions, 
hard as is the taſk, I will endeavour pa- 
tiently to ſubmit to your decree.—At 
leaſt, I will no longer add to them, by 
my complainings; J expected little 1 
than to meet my deſtiny from every band 
but yours :—1 will, however, ſtruggle to 
fſupport myſelf beneath the full ſeverity 
ol its ſcourge; waiting with meek ſub- 
miſſion for that moment, when the di- 
vine Diſpoſer of all things ſhall graciouſly 


is of TORT ever- devoted 


not with the viſion by which it was 
created. But ſince 1 am not deemed 


deign to mitigate, or end, the wes 


$i SELIMA. WORTHY. 
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„ SELIMA. 


W te gelten be to 35 
yourlalt, and, through yourſelf, wound- 
ing the. boſom of the friend who loves 
you. Why will you wreſt from me a 
ſegy#t which you cannot bear ?—Good 
Heavens! guard you, and yield you 
ſtrength -to combat. the rigour of your 
fate. You ſay, you expected little leſs 
” ” to meet your fate from every hand but 
mine. Why then will vou perſiſt in 1 
| * nay forcing, even mine to 'the 1208 
execution of i its dread comment” 13 
Hz 01 would | 
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0! would; that the honour of 8 my fa- 
| mily reſted on a ſecurity no leſs equivo- 
cal than, your diſcretion! Unworthy of 
" <a confidence Ho could fo ſtrange: an 
| idea find a momentary harbour in your 
imagination ?—With*what uncommon + ' 
ſubtlety have you been labouring againſt 
yaurſelf—what effectual means have +2 
employed to expedite the ſtroke, whic 
though no human art. could have Pre. 
vented, might have been kept ſuſpended 
over your head, till the hand of Ti ie 
had in ſome meaſure fortified youTor its 
recep "FR * 
Croſſing the ide: i on . fifth 
| of this month, as Bouvais and I Were 
taking one of our morning-walks, we ſaw 
moving ſlowly towards us upon the great 
road, the, ſolemn enſigns of funeral 
pomp : eurioſity detained me, and dear- 
ty did 1 pay for its indulgence; when, 
in anſwer to my enquiries, I was informed 
that this ſhow of awful magnificence was 
occaſioned by the removal of the re- 
mains 
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mains of Mrs, Ann Aubrey to the family | 
— mauſoleum. 25 WHY 

Selima, call your : fortit f 
gion to 
are to feek for conſolation. I 
formed the taſk;you impoſed upon me, 


| your reli- 


and I have done my utmoſt : not ano- 
ther word have I to offer you, even 


could it aught avall in ſuch a trying 


* moment. But my heart Bleeds for you. 


Write, for Heaven's ſake ! though it be 


your aid—it is from theſe you 
have per- 


| ut, a * to calm the anxiety E 5 
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the | liberty to write, at the re- 
our poor young lady, who bids 
me e ſay, that the 1 18 pretty well, though 
not able to give you the aſſurance with 
her own hand. Alas! were to qbey 
her commands with the exactneſs the 
expects, I make no doubt but you would 
put too juſt a conſtruction on the intel- 
en to receive f rom it much comfort. 
Surely grief never ſank ſo deep into 
the heart before, and no wonder, with a 


of EE) 


2 
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Ae fo borne down with informa ; 
already. It was a grievous. pity, that = 
the knowledge of this, which ſeems to 
be the heavieſt of all, could not be with- 
held from her à little longer: a little 
longer, and, I fear I may ſay, its force | 
would have been unfelt. Youth indeed, 3. 
and a good conſtitution, have been 
found to do great things; and I began |} 
to hope they might ſtruggle through the 
troubles which have preſſed ſo cruelly = 
upon them. Now all that is over, and 1 
I have no expectation left, but that, ere 1 
long, the hand of Death will put a con 
cluſion to them all. She neither weeps 
nor complains, but looks like the ſtatus 
of deſpair. For my part, I wiſh I had 
never ſeen the ſuffering innocence. My 
own days are drawing ſpeedily to an 
end, Which is not à froper ſeaſon for 
the heart to engage itſelf in new affec- 
* tions; and I need not tell you, my good 
Ss © Men. that it is n for her to be 
1 1 known 
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known without bein . Ind 4 


to ſpeak from the bottom of my heart, 

I cannot help regarding her as my own 
child, though without the power (alack. 
a day!) to be of any ſervice to her. 
What a misfortune it is, that ſo much 
worth and ſweetneſs ſhould be loſt to a 
world, that is in ſo much want of them. 


bdiurt if you could come up to town, though 
it were but for a day, I am ſure the ſight 
of you would be more chearing to your 
friend, than any thing we could do to 
give her comfort; or if you could ſend 
for her to live with you, it would be a 
. deed of charity that would be a conſola- 
tion to the laſt moment of your life; 
and would be overmore well rewarded 
in the good ſenſe and oy humour of 
your gueſt, —Bytihg' in 
Il do believe, h d 
over again, that it Was not in your power 
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the kindneſs 
to conſider the intention only, and for- 
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005 Ou My friend, this ks been a bitter 
draught indeed --Surely I now have 
drained the poiſoned chalice of affliction” 


. Its laſt drop ·ᷣL but God's will be done. 
I am ſorry Mrs. Craven, through her 


5 Kh concern, alarmed you unneceſſarily 
for my health---Alas! my hopes will not 


keep pace with her apprehenfi dont. My 


conſtitution is naturally very good, and, 
though I feel myſelf weakened and de- 
phreſfed more than I am able to deſcribe, . 
705 1 wing it is more in ſpirit than in 
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W 
frame: but from this diſcovery I derive 
little conſolation. ' How indeed ſhould I 


be ſoothed with a proſpect of a longer pil- 


grimage through a country full of thorns 
and briars?. Lou know I have but one 
friend left in it, and her I live but to 


diſtreſs---All muſt die ſometime, and 
ſurely I can never experience a moment, 


when the world will appear to me with 


fewer allurements than it does at preſent. 


Julia, you knew not Mrs. Anne Au- 
brey, that is, you knew not the bound- 


leſs benevolence of her heart. I am not 
the only mourner in this cauſe.---I cannot 
go on---This is a ſubje& that unſtrings 


every nerve, and my tears flow upon the 


_ paper---Blefled drops !---It is but lately 
that they have come to my relief---Bnt 
juſt in time, I believe, for the preſerva- 


tion of my ſenſes ;---God preſerve you 


Julia, and | make Fw 1 2 than e 5 
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tr eto Lina WORTHY, 
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| 3 my n my Balg of 
mind is little more enviable than your 
_ own. In the days of your. proſperity. I 
| Entertained for you more than a com- 
mon friendſhip----now--- but I ought to 
bluſh already, for having fatigued you 
with fo mam repetitions of this exhauſt- 
1 theme. 

Unenpected notice has peng received 
hive of the intended return of the fami- 
ly on this day week; which Bouvais 
thinks has been haſtened by the phyſici- 
an who attends her EL ; having 
{1 *Þ 5 declared, 


f 


Ir 


| ee that her ſtrength i is not ſuffici. 
ently recruited, ſince the birth of her 

ſon, to bear the diſſipation of a town- 

fe: but by whatever cauſe this event 
may have been expedited, I fear it will 

not produce any material change in my 
ſituation: yet there will be more people 
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make the dreary hours leſs tedious than 
they are at preſent. Not to mention the 
company of a little, ſmiling cherub, 
Whoſe innocent endearments ſhall make 
me forget his mother's faults: in additi- 


your diſapprobation has not prevailed 
with me entirely to relinquiſh. 


ſuffer ms to recall your thoughts to a 
' thankful retroſpection of your fortunate 
eſcape, of again 21 into the hands of 


TH 


— : - a ow" * 
3 N 2 cage?” 4 ſo — oo .» 5 * ne" 
3 — - 1 ad _ : 
y A : 


1 4-2. i <5. - > hav 
F oo then rn, > 
* + <—o I — 


— 22 2 _ 
SC * p 


a 


SD — 


. 


_ r 
+ © te 
* 


. Oe ren an” 
Cx 
"IVE; 


— pa 


about me --more buſtle---and although — 
I am not allowed to take a part in it, it 
will now and then regale my ears, and 


on to theſe, I have other hopes, which = 


In the midſt of all the torrent of 
miſery, which overwhelms your mind, 
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the moſt dangerous enemy * Wo ee 
nal peace. 

RNeflect, amidſt the We Cds. 
ons of its irreſiſtible hand, on the many 
inſtances, which may ſerve' to prove, 
indubitably, the preſent guardianſhip of 
an ever-watchtful Providence, and be as : 
ceeuarneſt of its future grace. 
Il dare not enter into a diſcuſſion of 4 
fſubject, on which my own feelings 
would be injurious to my arguments; 
and, I truſt, perſuaſion is unneceſſary to 
keep alive that religious reſignation in 
your breaſt, which is han fureſt 1 

under . 
Mrs. Anne Aubrey s virtues were of 
that diffuſive kind, that her death will | 
be long and far ere 


| T 0 her aMiQion never fred i in vain.. . | 
Her boſom felt, ere tongue could . pain i 


Of} Innocence diftreſs'd, 1:97 55 | 

And et, my Bai as all ule” go, 
does It not infuſe a drop of conſolation 
has Ho, even 


0 


even in the cup of the bittereſt forrow, 
to be ſenſible, that from the moment of 
our loſs we date the Tong of feli- 
oy to thoſe we love? . 
Though it may not be without juſtice, 
a5 you have accuſed me of too great a 


precipitancy in forming anwepinion, I 


hope you will have. the candour to own, 

that I am equally open to conviction and 
ready to acknowledge the error I have 
committed, when I frankly conteſs that 


I am charmed with your hoſteſs. | 
In the letter which ſhe wrote me (and 


to which I was ſcarcely able to return a 
legible reply) there was diſplayed ſo 
much ſenſibility and goodneſs of heart, 
as to obtain for her an intereſt in mine 
ſufficient, I truſt, to make amends for 

the unworthy ideas 1 had * 
imbibecd. 4 

Jam ſenſible your induſtry muſt have 
fufferecha fatal interruption, and I have 

an uſcleſs guinea, which I would fain en- 
cloſe, but dare not, till I am authoriſed 
vis @ by 
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. 
by your nien, If the ſcanty- pit- 
tance, which I may from time to time be 
able to tranſmit, can be in any degree 
ſerviceable to you, do not deny me the 
Happineſs of ſo appropriating what can- 
not otherwiſe be en by your ever- 
1 1 
| 8 JULIA WESTBURNE. 
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Warr on, my MR monies: 8 
there is a ſoothing ſubtlety in your lan- 


guage, that meliorates the juſtice of your 


precepts. I may uſe the words of 
Eloiſa, unprejudiced by potion, and ay 
with Juſtice, 4 


C That truths Arie e came n from that tongue.” . 


Vou have tenderly led me to a true 
knowledge of my duty; and it is now 
incumbent on myſelf to mould my tor- 
tured mind to the practiſe of it. Ardu- 


5 ous taſk ! But ” no difficulty will I be 


8 7 


8 
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diſcouraged, which to ſurmount, i is to 
gain tlie reward of an approving con- 
ſcience, and be advancing one ſtep to- 
- wards rendering myſelf worthy of re- 
joining that revered parent, who was 
the protectreſs of my infancy in thoſe 
regions, where doubt ſhall be done away, 
and ſhe be certified of the innocence of 
her child. Were is the ſting which 
| ſticks moſt immoveably in my breaſt. 
Had ſhe not died in full perſuaſion of 
my guilt and baſe ingratitude, I hope I 
could have borne the blow with Chriſ- 
tian fortitude. It is that thought that 
_ overturns my beſt relolyes, and hitherto 
75 has perverted all my endeavours. . | 
Whether I am to aſcribe to the writ. 
ing or the writer, the faſcinating charm, 
I know not, but your letter has cer» 
tainly yielded nie à gleam of comfort: 
it not only teaches me how I ought to 
act, but even ſeems to. indpigo me with 
reſolution fer the attempt. 
| 1 I have 


4 


LY 


a 93 Y; 
I. hw taken up my ele ſevertl | 


times, but all in vain. Do not think it 
1s from pride or perverſeneſs that I re- 


fiſt your charitable importunities ; be 
aſſured, I am not at preſent in want of 
money, having ſtill a triflesin; bank; 
and Mrs. Craven ; kindly permits me to 
remain in her debt, till I can recruit my 


finances. I think a ſhort time will enable 

me to employ myſelf a little, if I am for- 
tunate enough to procure a freſh ſupply 
of work, after having uhavoidably diſs 


appointed my employer, much to his 
inconvenience I fear. I plainly perceive 


that this is a very precarious. mode of 
earning a ſubſiſtence, and as for ſervi. 
tude, which is the only alternative, I 
have neither ſtrength nor ſpirits for the 
undertaking, were not a continual dread 


of throwing myſelf into the way of Lord 


| Hazleford till more inimical to the pur. 
poſe: but my thoughts have been ſo ri- 
vetted to the grave of my dear departed 


parent, that I have not had any to be- 
Ts | ſtow 


odd oh 


Wl iD 


| Now on the (to me) ny; med e exi- 


: n of this life. 2 
I krejoice that the character of. 5 
worthy Craven has developed itſelf with 


. ſo much advantage to your view—Truſt 
me there is not a nobler mind inhabiting 


the form of woman; yet I doubt ſhe 
has not proved altogether true to the 


truſt I repoſed in her; ſhe did not 


3 indulge me with a peruſal of the letter, 


Which ſhe wrote by my defire. IL Was 
too ill at the time to take notice of the 


omiſſion; but now I fear it was intend- 


eld to conceal her deviation from the 


purport of my requeſt, which was mere. 
ly to repreſent to you the truth in its 
moſt favourable light: on the contrary, 


I gueſs from the ſtyle of the few lines 


encloſed in your anſwer to her, that ſhe 
had deſcribed the ſtate of my health as 


being on a parallel with that of my 
| ſpirits,—which, as I have before aſſured 


you, ifI can form any judgment of my 


own einge! is an erroneous idea. Do 


not, 
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When your father and his lady return 


be diverted from ſo prejudicial an occu- 
pation by the variety of the ſcene about 


in the affections of Mr. Montgomery 
cannot retain ſuch a bias on the mind of 
your ſtep-mother, as to perpetuate your 
excluſion from the gaiety around you. 


; % the magnanimity of your ſoul.— Lo 
= prone indeed are we, ungrateful mortals, 
whilſt we are groaning under the bur- 


when J am ſumming-up with thankfulneſs 
of heart the many bleſſings I have 
received, not as the laſt or leaſt ſhall be 
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C00 3, 
not, I conjure you, permit your imagi- 
nation to alarm itſelf without a cauſe.— 
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into the country, I flatter myſelf it will 


you. [Surely your involuntary rivalſhip 


Julia, every line you write breathes 


then of immediate evils, to loſe the re- 
membrance of thoſe mercies which have 
been the joy of the paſt, and are the ſup- 
port of the preſent day. Believe me, 


conſidered that of n ſo kind a 
3 5 friend, 


0 96 6 
fiend, ſo bri ght an example . to Pride 
my ſteps and ſave me from the errors of 
oy own defeCtive judgment. | 
T know not how far this ſubject might 

have led me on, but I am quite ex- 
| hauſted, and cannot proceed; through 
a wiſh to Expreſs my ſenſe of your affec- 
tion, I have exerted my "_ I 
| their ſtrength _ 
Adieu, my dear girl; 1 will chiwny 

melt on the bed, and endeavour” to 
> 2 * N eee 85 
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MISS WESTBURNE 


sELIMA. 


1 your irs ſubſide « on the 5 5 
poſed vicinity of the wicked peer, ſo 
juſtly the object of your deteſtation; for 
with the expected addition to our family, 
he arrived here on Tueſday night. Vou 
may be perfectly ealy on his account, 
for here he really is, and I have ſeen 
him with aſtoniſhment, which muſt have 
been accompanied with admiration, had 
I not been too well acquainted with the 
true character annexed to the faultleſs 
figure I beheld, —What a face! What 
Vor. „„ form 


L 88 1 


= oa "form! 8 too with manners 
Auncommonly prepoſſeſſing. Is it not a 
. thouſand pities, that ſo black a mind 


ſhould contaminate ſo amiable a perſon ? 
ks Milton's deſcription of Belial, might, : 
with little exception, be equally well „ 
adapted to this arch-fiend : it 
1 0. es 
45 A fairer perſon loſt not Heaven; he ſeem'd 5 « 
«© For dignity compos'd and high exploit : hays = - P 
„% But all was falſe and hollow=though his tongue = mM 
„ Dropp'd manna, and could make the worſe appear 5 1 cl 
Ihe better reaſon, to perplex and daſh _. . wo 
_ « Matureſt counſels ; for his thoughts were low; 3 > CC 
Jo vice induſtrious,” | s m 
9 One cannot behold him without en- 5 
tertaining a wiſh, that in his heart the ty 
| picture had been completed, of which | 5 
| we have ſo beautiful an outline. 5 
| e 
| I began to flatter myſelf, that my £ 
maxims had really wrought a good : 
3 OS Fg 3 
| effect upon your mind. I thought I 15 
N 333 | : : 5 775 0 
perceived a compoſure in your ſtyle, : 
5 , 3 U 
which delighted me, till the concluſion - 
"2/1 . = . 1 
| of your letter, by which I was convinced 25 
| w 
| of the utility « my hopes. Let me 
| emtreat 
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entreat you to take care of yourſelf:— — 


do not cheriſh melancholy, as if it were 
a bleſling, and time will do much to- 
wards its removal. 


1 had the happineſs to be e en- 


| quired for by my father on the very in- 
ſtant of his arrival, though he did not 


expreſs a wiſh to ſee me that night, ſup- 


poſing probably that all little children 


muſt be in bed at ſo late an hour, the 
clock having ſtruck nine before the 
coach drove to the door: but the next 


morning, as I underſtood, through the 


ſecret intelligence of my gouvernante, 
he was engaged in a little fracas with 
her ladyſhip, in which my admiſſion to 
the drawing. room was the ſubject of de- 
bate, and in which my father, perhaps 
for the firſt time, came of victorious, 


in conſequence of his affectionate zeal, 


for which my heart bounds with prati- 
tude, _ Hereupon I received orders to 
dreſs myſelf decently for the evening, a 

. meſſage which [ interpreted as a hint to 


K 2 


preſerve, 
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© preſerve, as much as poſſible, an infan- 
tine appearance in the choice of my ap- 
parel: I accordingly equipped myſelf 
in a white frock, a ſaſh, and a little 
muſlin tippet, without a cap, my hair 
flowing on my ſhoulders ; and as ſoon 
as tea and coffee were called for, flid 


ne into the room almoſt unnoticed. _ As | 


for my Lord Hazleford, he was ſo wholly 
engroſſed by his attention to her lady- 


 fthip, as to appear ſcarcely ſenſible of any 


addition to the company; and I confeſs 
to you, I could not help feeling myſelf 
moſt painfully diſtreſſed by the appear- 
| ance of my poor father, at the ſide of 
his accompliſhed rival. How, in the 
name of common ſenſe, could a young 


and beautiful woman, by any views of 
intereſt whatever, be enticed into ſo dif. 
- proportionate an alliance? Yet ſuch an 


error, once committed, cannot ſurely 
ſerve as an apology for every ſubſequent 
, one to which ſhe may encounter Aa 1 28 
| tation. 


I truſt 


7 „ 


(3163 )) 


I truſt I proved myſelf ſuch a preity- be- 


haved young lady laſt night, as to be 
found worthy of more indulgences, for I 
am this moment ſummoned to attend her 
ladyſhip in her dreſſing- room. Lou 
ma, be ſure I would not willingly ap- 


pet b tardy i in my obedience to ſo accept- 


«4 


&4 able a command ; therefore I ſhall lay . 
dcwn my pen for the preſent, and tell 


| you the IE of 1t an by. 


* 


And moſt adlightfully or delightedly, 
1 ſhould. rather ſay, can I perform my 


promiſe. My vanity has been ſo grati- 
fied! no leſs than by its little miſtreſs 
nay, nay, that would be foo great a 


ſtretch of its influence for a woman to 
call herſelf miſtreſs of vanity, that ſo- 
vereign which reigns with deſpotiſm over 


the whole ſex: well then, I muſt lay, 
by its little ſubject being entruſted with 
the execution of a pair of ſkreens for 


the north anti-room ; the deſigns of them 


likewiſe to be entirely ſubmitted to her 
. own 
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oon taſte. They a are not to with for my ; 
=. performance I can perceive, but that 
does not ſignify, I have been treated 
with the kind familiarity of a ſiſter, and 
= , am too happy to think of ſuch a trifle. 
Could forget her conduct as a wife, 1 
ſhould think I had the beſt ſtep-mothe 
in the world. 1 3 
Farewel, dear Selima. If it be — 4 
for my ſake, do not neglect your health 
and ſpirits. I know you will forgive 
my haſte to begin a taſk, for which I 
expect to be fo well rewarded: yet 
think not that your intereſt ſhall be for- 
gotten in an attention to my own: on 
the contrary, I ſolemnly declare, it will 
be the firſt and principal concern 8 
your affeQionate and ſteady friend, 

+ „„ WESTBURNE. 
P.S. Norvithſtanding the hurry I am 

in, I cannot cloſe my letter without tell- 
ing you, that my little play-fellow is a 
ſweet babe, though rather delicate: I 
py, . that he will ſoon be ruſ- 
__ . ticated 
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as ſtout, as 
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a face as ruddy, with limb 
any of the little cottagers 


ticated by the country air, and acquire 
bourhood. 
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M1SS WESTBURNE. 


I Cannot be ſurprized that the firſt ap- 


pearance of Lord Hazleford ſhould ex- 

cite the ſurprize and admiration of any 
one. _ I may now, without a bluſh, ac- 
knowledge, that I firmly believe his ex- 
traordinary attractions would have made 


an impreſſion on my heart moſt danger- 
ous to my repoſe, had not the cloven 


foot of the arch-fiend, lurking beneath the 


ſpecious cloak, been in a lucky moment 


diſcovered to my view. Shame pre- 
_. vented the ſecret from falling from my 


pen, whilſt I was conſcious of the exiſt- 
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ence of ſo diſcreditable a ſentiment. You 
know me too well to ſuppoſe me capable 
of encouraging ſuch a partiality for a 


married man, even had the endowments 


by 
* Ye 
* . 
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of his mind correſponded with the" 
gance of his perſon. 


In conſequence of my fears of a dil. 
agreeable rencontre being removed by 
the intelligence conveyed to me in your 
letter, at the repeated entreaties of my 


kind friend, Mrs. Craven, I agreed to 


attend her to the Park, to take the be- 
nefit of the air, and a little gentle exer- - ' 


ciſe: indeed, as their ſalutary effects 


were much more eſſentially neceſſary to 
the reſtoration of her health than mine, 


and on no other proviſo than my ac- 
quieſcence, would ſhe conſent to try 


them, it was impoſſible to perſiſt in a 
refuſal. As we were both unequal to 


the fatigue of a long walk through the 


ſtreets, we were obliged to incur the 


expence of hiring a hackney coach, 


which we could but ill afford, though, | 
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as my. companion - obſerved, it was fas 


better than purchaſing medicines, or fee- 
ing a phyſician, and would have had a 


fair chance, I think, of being more ad- 
kageous, had we not, by an extra- 


ordinary accident, been prevented from 
proving its good effects. „ 
Before we had taken more than a 
turn or two along the walk, I perceived 


a miſerable  wretch leaning, entirely 


ſenſeleſs, againſt the pales, which ſepa- 
rate the Queen”. from St. James's Park. 
Such an object, you may be ſure (tho 
too common a ſpectacle, 1 fear, to ſuch 
as go more into the world than I do) 


could not fail to attract my attention; 


but only conceive my horror, when, on 
a a nearer view, I recogniſed the features 


of the unfortunate. Suſannah Draper, 


my foſter ſiſter, who lived with me, and 


ſhared the protection of that regretted 


friend of indigence, whoſe benefactions 
are no more, almoſt from my infancy, 
l 


FO ) 
| al NW a fortnight of pe departure 
from Heathcott, 
I cannot ſay I ever entertains? a very 
high opinion of her worth. Gratitude 
ſeemed to have no place in her diſpoſi- 
tion; but this was not a time for recri- 
mination. I flew to the expiring crea- 
ture, as I thought (for indeed her ſpeedy 
- diffolution ſeemed to me inevitable at 
that moment) notwithſtanding the ex- 
clamations of Mrs. Craven, who was 
ſhocked at the notice I took of a filthy 
ſtrumpet (to uſe her own words) which, 
in the eyes of thoſe who ſaw me, would 
make me appear no better than herſelf. 
T attended not to a precaution, which 
militated againſt thoſe precepts of Chriſ- 
tianity, in which I have had the happi- 
neſs to be educated, but ſincerely re- 
joiced, that by the force of ſome vola- 
tile falts, which I luckily had in my 
pocket, with . chafing her temples, and 
. rubbing the palms of her hands, ſhe 
Joon recovered from the fit, into which 


I conclude 
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1 conclude ſhe had but juſt fallen, 8 
LI obſerved her. She told me that hunger 


had reduced her to that extremity of 
diſtreſs, and that ſhe had been almoſt 


two days without taſting food of any 

kind. I gave her half. a- guinea, which 

was all the wealth I had in the world, 
except a few ſnillings, having juſt diſ- 
charged my arrears of rent to Mrs. Cra- 


ven. But that conſideration would not 
have diſtreſſed me, as I am now toler- 


ably able to work, had I not found a | 


ſcarcity of employment ſince the great 
people have begun to deſert the town. 


Suſannah was ſome time before ſne 
recollected me, and when ſhe did, there 


was no deſcribing her aſtoniſnment. My 
garb was very ſhabby, and my whole 
appearance no doubt very different from 


what it was in thoſe days of happineſs, ; 


in which ſhe had been uſed to ſee me.— 
All my clothes were loſt, you know, on 
my removal from the Greggs; and 


: n 1 Ane, been able to . ſince, 
are 
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are very coarſe indeed. I told the podr 
girl, that by ſome extraordinary circum- 
ſtances, I had been reduced to the loweſt 
indigence myſelt, but as there were 
many reſources for the induſtrious, there 
could be nothing terrifying in poverty, 
but the accompanyment of vice. The 
_ unfortunate creature ſeemed extremely 
penitent, declared ſhe had long deteſted Wi 
the way of life ſhe had fallen into, in - 
which nothing but the moſt abject neceſ- = 
ſity could have obliged her to continue, 
and ſhe truſted, the half-guinea I had 
beſtowed on her would be a means of 
proving her ſincerity ; as, beſides pro- 
curing her that refreſhment, of which 
ſhe was in immediate want, it would en- 
able her to recover a decent gown from, 
the pawnbroker's; ; and ſhe made no 
doubt but that by applying to the re- 
giſter office, as a girl juſt arrived from 
the country, ſhe would eaſily obtain a 
creditable place. I warmly applauded 
Vor. H.. Ws Wi the 
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the i intention, and told her ! had a ſimĩ- 
lar plan in view, but that I wanted 


ſtrength and ſpirits to pe it in execu- 


i 
„ God in Heaven bleſs - you! ID aid 


| the, lifting up her hands and eyes, and 
grant you ſucceſs in all your undertak- 

ings.—But if I ſhould have better luck 
than I deſerve, will you not ſuffer me to 
come and thank you for it, to whom it 


will all be owing ?—lt will do your cha- 


ritable heart good, to have ſaved the ſoul | 
_ of a poor, miſerable ſinner.” Os 
I chearfully granted her requeſt, and 
told her where I was to be found; for 
which I was again blamed by my 1 
derate friend, who called it a very im- 
prudent act of condeſcenſion, as we 
know not with whom ſuch creatures 
may be connected, or what artifice they 
may practice on the credulity of the be- 


nefactor who ſerves them. 


For my own part I ſee no cauſe for 


apprehenſion from this quarter, or in- 
deed 


. 


deed from any, during the certainty of 
lord Hazleford's abſence; and by the 
time ſhe avails herſelf of my direction, I 


may have the power to adminiſter a 
trifle further towards her relief, if ſhe 


has ſtill occaſion for my aſſiſtance, ane 
(what is even more deſirable) to be a 


means of eſtabliſhing her in her good 
deſigns. Yet as Mrs. C. premiſcd, I 
might have had caufe to repent of my 
zeal to ſuccour the diſtreſſed, notwith- 


ſtanding the motives by which I was 


actuated; for before I parted from the 


object of my concern, a mob was gather- 
ing about us, and a rude fellow, miſtak- 


ing me, I ſuppoſe, for a perſon of the 


fame character, accoſted me in very 


groſs language; and had it not been for 


the interference of my kind companion, I 


ſhould have been trighted out of the 
little ſpirits I poſſeſſel. Moſt of the 


fine, which ſhould have been employed | 
ia walking, was engroſſed by this ad. 
venture, and I cannot ſay my nerves 


L 2 were 


were materially braced by the expedi 


tempted ſpeedily to repeat. 

Mrs. Craven was greatly offended by 
my conduct in the park: I never faw 
her ſo much out of humour before, for 
which I could not help feeling myſelf 
not a little grieved, as the cauſe of her 


tremely happy, that ſhe will now have fre- 
quent opportunities of enjoying the air 
with leſs fatigue and more advantage: : 
a half- ſiſter of hers, who lives in the 
to ſpend two nights in the week with 
her houſe every Saturday evening, from 


the door on Monday. n 
. congratulate you on the relaxation 


2 


tion, which I think we ſhall not be 


chagrin I conceived to be no more than 
an act of Chriſtian duty. I am ex- 


country, having given her an invitation 
her, with an offer of a conveyance to 
; whence the will have an opportunity of 


returning in a ſtage- coach, which Paſſes | 


of pride and ill-nature in the conduct of 
Your ſtep-mother towards you: not that 
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à very permanent union can be expected 
between minds ſo diſlimilar ; though, 
= whilſt ſhe is ſuffered to reſt her vanity 
on the baſis of your ingenuity, ſhe will 
perhaps continue to honour you with 
ſome notice, if ſuch a mark of favour 
can be deemed honourable from a woman 
of her principles When I think of her 
ſhameful intrigue with Lord Hazleford, 
1 cannot bear to regard her as the aſſoci- 
ate of my amiable friend, notwithſtand- 
ing ſhe is the wife of her father. 
Julia, I am now reduced to beggary 
indeed. Jam entirely without work, 
and though I have made ſeveral attempts 
to procure ſome, they have hitherto been 
in vain—Your guinea, which you kind- 
ly ſay is uſeleſs to yourſelf, will be very 
acceptable to me, and will be moſt grate- 
fully received, by your poor, though 
ever alſectionate, friend | 
5 SELIMA WORTHY. 
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LETTER CIV. 


| LORD HAZLEFORD | 
700 
FRANCIS PORTMORE, BSQ- 


Baia |; ſhe i is found my buck; and if . 
I loſe her again, hang me, if 1 will not 
give up the purſuit of her for ever—I 


am pretty certain of ſucceſs, you may 


| ſwear ; or, infidel as I am, I durſt not 
have pan par upon myſelf ſo terrible LY 


malediction. 


- Suſannah, of almoſt forgotten fame, 


fn with hunger in the park, hap- 


pened to be ſupported by the charitable 


and unexpected hand of her angelic 
miſtreſs. So by one ſtroke of fortune, 


1 ag in 8 of the Jewel I 


have 


| 
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| have exhauſted all my powers of ſtrata- 
gem ineffectually to obtain. 
ell me, I pray thee now, if we daſn- 

ing fellows are not much beholden to 
chance, which delights ſo frequently to 
take us in tow, and, ſpite of wind and 
f tide, land us ſafe in the port of our am- 
bition? It is a crying ſhame, though, 
to make this poor girl's benevolence the 
' inſtrument of her ruin, I confeſs; and 
if all be true that churchmen ſay, muſt. 
tell plaguily againſt a poor ſinner at the 
day of retribution. I have had ſo many 
qualms of conſcience lately, that I be- 
Hye in my ſoul you have infected me 

with the pulpit mania Vet to do thee. 
Juſtice, thou carrieſt too many ſymptoms : 
of reaſon in thy madneſs, to deſerve the 

imputation. Only grant, ye Gods! that 

my longing arms may enfold the beaute - 
cus Selima, and 1 will not inſult you. 
with prying further i into futurity. SEAT 

I have juſt received the welcome epiſ- 

tle E from M.A amiable aid-de-camp, which 
8 I would 
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I would encloſe for thy peruſal, aid r 
not think that it would want the charms: 


of novelty to recommend it. To me, 


| vith the intelligence it contained, all 
other merits were unneceſſary to ren- 
der it acceptable. The poor fool writes 


A wonderfully good hand, and ſpells 
much better than her language deſerves, 


which is that of the wretched ſtate to 
which her vanity has reduced her. 

ls not your old houſe in Warwick 
ſtreet untenanted, and is it not yet upon 
your hands ?—If it be, I will not affront 
you by aſking you to grant me the uſe of 
it, I have ſuch a fox to deal with, and 
am ſo afraid of my own name appearing 
in the buſineſs: 

Now for making my conge to lady 
Alicia, with a good grace. I think I 
heard Weſtburne go into his ſtudy, * 


now, fo will take the opportunity to 


| teal into the little cloſet, adjoining her 


dreſſing- room, where I have been fa- 


4 voured with many a private audience.— 
e What 


EDS BO OgA 


CH J 
: Whas deviliſh lie muſt I fabricate, that 
will be plauſible enough for the purpoſe ? 
Some ſick friend or the earneſt requeſt 
of my dying wife—that will do admira- 
bly! How would ſhe rejoice at the re- 
moyal of one of thoſe deteſted objects, 
who, form, as the believes, the only 
' barriers to the paſſeſion of her utmoſt 
wiſhes. 
15 Suppoſe ſhe were to aſk for a fight of 
the letter—Egad, in that caſe I would 
pretend that I heard the footſteps of her 
ſpouſe, and, fly, as if the devil were at 
BY J 
e This formidable taſk is finiſhed, and 1 
am to take my departure at day - break, 
as an attentive huſband ought to do at 
ſuch an affecting juncture. 
As I fallied forth from my 5 0 
ment, who ſhould I meet in the lobby, 
but Miſs Weſtburne in her robe de 
chambre? — This is a daughter of the. 
{quire' 8 by a one wite, whom I be. 
% lieve 


o 
L — + — OED 
pp, 


. 


me hade ot yet introduced i to yOlL— 
| She is a pretty, baſhfal girl, but I have 

been too much engaged to take any 
particular notice of her. — We both 


looked furpriſed, and I a little diſcon- 


certed, I believe, at this accidental meet- 


ing; but my ſable friend; who never 


forſakes me in a critical moment, ſupplied 
me with the preſence of mind to trip 


down ſtairs, and call for my ſervant— 


muttering as I went along at his gs 5 
m_ in not having anſwered the bell. 


As ſoon as ſhe was out of ſight, I re- 


turned to my place of rendezvous; where 
I told my lamentable ſtory without in- 
terruption; and now I think it is high 
time to conclude my letter, as I have not 
another word to ſay, though I am 
too happy to ſleep, were I ſuch a ſtupid 
puppy as to wiſh to bury extacy in obli- 


vion---Yet 1 believe I ſhall throw my 


head upon the pillow whilſt the fellow ties 
up my portmanteau. Thine, ſincerely, 


HAZLEFORD. 


LETTER» 
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LETTER CV. | 


M1SS WESTBURNE 
10 


SELIMA. 


Do not wnieeto me, Selima. All 

your letters are deſtroyed---I tremble ſo, | 
I can ſcarcely hold my pen, nor dare I 
tell you the cauſe of this heart-rending 
prohibition. / I have no money for you, 
and know not- even when or. by what 
means you may ever receive another 
line from Your diſtracted, 
e 3700s ee 451 JULIA, WESTBURNE. 
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J ULIA, I cannot wait for your abba 
to my laſt. letter, before I tranſmit to 


you x piece of news, which I know will 


give joy to your affectionate heart. 


Let not the human breaäſt reſtrain the 


impulſes of compaſſion from the cold, 


worldly inſtigations of ſelf-intereſt: for 
a good action never goes unrewarded 


ſooner or later, even over and above that 
inward ſatisfaction which diffuſes itſelf 


through the mind. To exemplify this 
poſition, the little adventitious act of 
charity, which ename kindly caſt to 


my 
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my lot for. its own beneficent deſigns, is 
already recompenced in having been the 
means of procuring for me a comfortable 
proviſion—a proviſion which, though 
with ſhame I conteſs, I have ſtill too much 
pride remaining heartily to approve, I 
have not the infolence to e or the 
imprudence to reject. 
When firſt Suſannah called on me > 

_ neatly clothed, and added to the ſtory 
of her own good fortune, that her lady, 
who was old, fingle, and very rich, | 
wanted a companion, and that I was ex- 
a aQtly the ſort of perſon. that would ſuit 
her, Mrs. Craven looked aſkance, and 
my credulity began to waver ; but when 
I gently expreſſed my doubts of her ve- 
racity, and rejected an engagement with 
a ſtranger under ſuch a recommendation, 
the poor girl was, as I firmly ae . 
 unaffeQtedly diſtreſſed. - 
Ah! madam,” ſaid, ſhe wich! tend 
in her eyes, * It is a fad thing once 
to have forfeited ones good name. 
r. II. e I have 
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1 55 been a guilty creature to be "ON 
and dearly have I paid for my fin and | 
folly - but ſure you do not think I could 
ever be ſo wicked, as to injure you, who 
have been every thing to me, —Eh! my 
dear lady, I have not forgotten, what 
patience you have had in teaching me to 
read and write, for I was a ſtupid dunce 


Il aan very well remember. And then 


you were always giving me ſomething 
Why I ſhould be worſe than any wretch 
hung at Tyburn, if I could harbour a 
thought of doing you any harm. I only 
named ſuch a thing, becauſe I heard you 
 fay, you had ſome thoughts of going in- 
to ſervice—but, dear heart, I hope it 
will be quite unneceſſary : it would be 
a thouſand pities, that ſuch a ſweet 
young lady as you ſhould be a ſervant to 
any body, and madam. will think better 
of it one day or other, for certain.— 
How ſtrange it was, that ſhe could find 
in n, heart to part with you: by why ſhe 
un | 
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ſeemed to dote on you, as if you had 
deen her own fleſh and blood.“ 
O! Julia! what a pang ſhot acroſs 
my breaſt !A chair happened luckily 
to be by my fide, or I mult have fallen. 
« Lack-a-day,” ſaid Suſannah, © you 
ſeem very weakly ; but you would have 
had no great fatigue at our houſe : my 
lady does not require much waiting on; 
| the ſeems no great drefler, and I dare 
| fay ſhe would not expect ſuch a perſon 
as you to dine with the ſervants.----But 
that is all over, ſince you think I want 
to deceive you. Howſomever, I wiſh 
you health and happineſs with all my 
foul: though as you take me ſtill for 
the ſame miſerable creature you found 
me, I dare not make bold _ call now | 
And then, and aſk after you.” 
Stay a moment, ſaid Mrs. Craven 
to the girl, then turning to me, as ſhe ſat 
at a table with an iron in her hand plait- 
ing the border of a muſlin cap; ſup- 
_ poſe mou ſee the lady, there can be no 
"0; a: danger 


ms, fituation in the houſe? 


3 b in that Jou! know: Pri young 


woman, what is the name of the ſtreet 
you fay ſhe lives in?? C 


„ Warwick ſtreet, e frees 


Bloomſbury,” replied Suſannah. - 
Why it is a day's journey,” ex- 


claimed Mrs. Craven ; “you will never 
be able to walk there, without fatiguing 
_ yourſelf to death; and as for throwing 

away money in coach-hire ſt —_ 


p pgs after all Ye 
4 Shall I mention you to > my miſtrefs pu» 


5 nid Suſannah, addreſſing herſelf to me. 
_ * Tt is not impoſſible, but ſhe may order 
the chariot and call on you herſelf; for 


ſhe takes an rings; OR? ne, 


ſome where? e ee 


That will Pra juſt FE thing,” re- 
plied my good friend ; « Miſs "Worthy. 


may then form a judgment en her ap- 


pearance and act accordingly. ITY £0 


Pray,“ faid I, merely bed an 


idle curioſity, © what 11 be . own 
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75 « 0! dear me! I am only in the- 
kitchen, , returned the poor creature—- 
Believe me, it was not for one, who had 

ſo degraded herſelf to ſtand upon any 
great preferment at firſt. I was glad to 
get an honeſt livelihood at any rate, and 


very fortunate I have been to be ſure.” 


But I muſt take my leave, for I can- 


not ſtay; J only called as I was going 


on an errand, to return the thanks that 


were due to my young lady for it all.“ 


„What!“ fſaid/ Mrs. C. are there 


no men- ſervants kept i in the family 3 


„O! yes, a coachman and a foot- 
man,” replied ſhe; „this was only a 


| kittle private buſineſs for the houſe- 
keeper.—Good day to you both.” 
„Well indeed!“ ſaid my hoſteſs, as 


foon- as ſhe was gone, © this gentle- 
woman ſeems to be ſomebody, let me 
tell you, if all be true, that bal been leid 


about her!“! ?“ 


For my own ger bun = 


know not what to I paſs 
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14 00 never fear,” ſaid he · Only 


let me once get a ſight of her, and if ſhe 


is no better than ſhe ſhould be, I warrant 


I will ferret her out of all her pretences. 


What! I have not lived ſo long on this 
„ ae T aten to be . with chaff | 


in my old age.” * 
Had our opinions deen menten 


oppoſite to each other, I could not cer- I 
tainly have heſitated to ſubmit to that of 
a perſon in whom the advantages of ex- 


perience were united to thoſe of an ex- 


cellent natural underſtanding: but in- 


deed 1 had not been able to form any; 


therefore, without doing the leaſt vio- 
lence to my own judgment, though not 
without ſome fooliſh tremours occafioned 
by the debilitated ſtate of my poor ſpi- 
kits, I yielded implicitly the edu of 


7 the whole affair to her direction. 
Our expected viſitor failed not to 


make her appearance the next morning, 
and though I may with truth affirm, that 
3 * _ geſture underwent the ſevereſt 
| k 7 I n. 
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mne when ſhe took her leave, ſlie 
left a moſt favourable impreſſion on the 
minds of both her auditors. She is ex- 
ceedingly lame, poor lady, ſo much ſo, 
that ſhe even excuſed herſelf from walk- 
ing into the little parlour, and took a 
chair in the ſhop, where I was ſummoned 
to attend her. Much worth and good 
ſenſe I thought were exhibited in her 
manner; though her only objection to 
me was ſuch an extraordinary one, that 
it called forth a colour in my cheeks, at 
preſent very unuſual to them; but it had 
great weight towards obtaining the ap- 
Probation of my friend. Vou will ſmile, 
1: think, when I tell you it was to my 
being too handſome: | Beauty, the faid, 
Was very apt to turn the heads of young 
_ women at my time of life. I bad, how- 
_ ever, a zealous advocate on my fide, 
who expatiated ſo warmly in favour of 
the modeſty and propriety of my beha- 
Viour, that I knew not whole encomi- 
uns were mo diſtreſſing. But this pare 
L ücularity, 
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ddularity; it ſeems, was ſufficient to clear 
away all doubts: at once from the breaſt 
of my kind adviſer, who very juſtly ob- 
ſerved, that good looks would have been 

my greateſt | recommendation to ſuch: a 

© ſort of perſon, as I could have any cauſe 
do be afraid of. Vet there is ſcarcely 
ſuch a thing as being over cautious un- 
der ſuch circumſtances as mine: and in 
order to avoid all danger of deceit, ſhe 
once more employed her couſin in my 
behalf, who took the trouble to make 
diligent enquiries in the neighbourhood 
of: Mrs. Thompſon (the lady with whom 

I was in treaty) from whence the Ittle , 
intelligence he could obtain (as ſhe had 
not been above a few days ſettled in that 
part of the town) was ſuch as ſerved to 
corroborate what had been reported to 
us before. Our fears by theſe precau- 
tions being effectually removed, I am to 
enter on my new office this night, when 
Mrs. T. will be kind enough either to 
-call, or ſend for me on her return from 


5 (129) Oy 
3 an evening viſit. You muſt excuſe the 
circumlocution, which I have practiſed 
in this account; into which 1 have been 
led by the fear of omitting the moſt 
trifling circumſtance, which might pre- 
vent your anxiety for my welfare. 
I never was ſuperſtitious, before I was 
e a : ſince that period, almoſt every 
incident, however trivial, has been ſub- 
jeR to the reflection of my melancholy 
thoughts. Dreams have left on my ſof- 
tened mind an impreſſion, which, though 
my reaſon has deſpiſed, it has not had 
the ſtrength to overcome. May 1 not 
then for once encourage a ſweet, conſo- 
latory, though perhaps delufive, preſage 
from the ſame ſource, which has often 
contributed to al up the meaſure. of * | 
diſtreſs ? _ Fo 
My aching was has of late 3 
but a ſcanty. portion of Hleep to my 
wWearied eyes; and even in that little 
portion, the dreadful images of a per- 
turbed Imagination has deſtroyed its nu- 
tritive 


| 
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tritive quality; and inſtead of Nature's 
ſoft nurſe,” it has become its bane.— 
But laſt night, after a very hurrying 
day, in which J had been preparing for 
the approaching change in my ſituation, 
I fell into a ſtate of bleſſed forgetfulneſs 
of real misfortunes; gentler viſions pre- 
ſented themſelves to my view, from 
which it was ſurely little leſs than anni- 
| hilation to awake. O! my Julia, me- 
thought 1 found myſelf enfolded in the 
arms of my dear, maternal friend, 
who ſmiled on me, called me her 
| own Selima, was ſenſible of my inno- 
cence; and told me, though ſhe muſt 
leave me for a time, that we ſhould 
meet again to part no more. In the in- 
terim,” ſaid the chearing phantom, «I 
leave you under the protection of my 
other ſelf:“ at theſe words ſhe diſap- 


peared. My eyes wandered in vain in 


purſuit of the beloved form which had 
© Wen from. Ly fight---but I ſcemed to 
lean 


1 


: lean: ſecure from every ill upon che i 


tender boſom of Mrs. Leſlie. 
I hope this letter will arrive at Weſt- 


burne- place time enough to prevent 
your remitting me any money in conſe- 
quence of my requeſt, which 1 ſoon 


repented having made: but there is 


no prying, even into the very neareſt. 
regions of futurity ; for on the day L 


wrote, Mr. P. unluckily ſent me a piece 
of crape, which was to be ornamented 
with chenille and foils for a bridal-dreſs, 


to be worn at ſome public meeting in 
the country; I ſay unluckily, as the en- 
gagement I have ſince entered into en- 
tirely prevented my fulfilling that. I 
hope, however, that I returned the mate- 
rials in time for the work to be executed 


by ſome other perſon, without involving 


him a ſecond time in any conſiderable 


inconvenience. This you ſee would 


have afforded me the means of preſent 
- ſubſiſtence, had I wanted it; but as it is, 
Mrs. Thompfon has generouſly advanced 


fave. 
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five guineas, in order to enable me % 
make ſome improvement —- 
Gracious powers! Julia, what is dic 


matter! you tremble, and I have caught 
the infection. I know not what to think, 
and as for acting you ſee—alas ! you will 


not ſee, how little J am myſelf, when I 
have even reſumed my pen, notwith- 


ſtanding your terrifying requeſt to the 

contrary, to ſcribble my complaints in 
words, Which will not be fuffered to 
meet your eye No, Julia, inſtead = 

_ theſe fruitleſs lamentations, I will throw 
myſelf on my knees, and bumbly ſup- 
plicate the aſſiſtance: of that | Almighty: 
| Power, whoſe word ow: can * n ous 

row into 7 1b RIES 3 
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= was eee in a ſpite of every dif. 
ficulty, to find ſome method of reſuming 

à communication with my only friend, 
from which I had been moſt tyrannically 
_ precluded ; and my perſeverance has at 
length ſucceeded. But before I proceed. 
to inform you by what means our correſ- 
pondence is renewed, it will be neceſſary 
to relieve the anxious curioſity, which I 
am conſcious muſt have been awakened 
in your breaſt, as to the cauſe 1 its ſud- 
den interruption” © 
Vor. III. 5 Wm | Full 
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CF 
Full of the darling project, which I 


had cheriſhed in my mind, in oppoſition 


to your better judgment on the even- 
ing of that day, on which I wrote to 


yon, with a trifling hint of my intention, 
I fat up till the party below ſtairs with- 
drew from the ſaloon; and upon hear- 
ing my father go into his ſtudy, where 
it is his cuſtom to ſpend ſome time, be- 


fore he retires to his own apartment, I 


" ventured, though with a palpitating heart, 
to follow him— nor was a rencontre with 
Lord Hazleford in the paſſage calculated 
to ſtrengthen or compoſe my nerves for the 


taſk I had undertaken. I really ſuſpe&ed 
him of an appointment, not much to his 
own credit, or the honour of my ſtep-mo- 


ther; and 1 feared that the circumſtance of 
his meeting me would give her an idea, 
that J frequently enjoyed private confer- 


ences with my father, which I was ſen- 
ſible would immediately make me the 


object of her jealouſy and abhorrence : 


' but I believe my ſuſpicions and fears 
| were 


85 


- 


"* 


were ewa) unfounded ; for paſſing m me 


with a careleſs bow, bs called for his 
""Fervant, and the next morning departed 
early in conſequence of a letter, as 
madame tells me, to acquaint him with 
the dying ſtate of his wife; © a joyful 
event,” ſhe added, „and the only one 
which could have reconciled my lady to 
his abſence :??— What can I ſay? I often 


reprove her for her freedom of ſpeech | 


on this ſubje&, without any effect, except 
provoking further impertinence ; and 
I fear the truth of her inſinuations is too 
palpable to ãdmit a pretence of incredu- 


lity. But I ought to conſider, that by 
this digreſſion I am keeping you on the 


tenter-hooks of ſuſpenſe. 4 
„ Bleſs me child!“ cried my father, 
in the utmoſt ſurprize, as he opened the 
ſtudy. door on my tapping for admittance, 
% how comes it that you are out of 
your bed at ſuch an unſeaſonable hour? 
l bope 
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21 hope fir,” ſaid I, vou will par- 
don the temerity of this intruſion, for 1 
have a requeſt to make,, ——— 
< Requeſt! « repeated * he, n 
in a fury, before he was acquainted with 
the nature of my offence ! What de 
you mean by requeſt, pray? Have not 
you every thing you can deſire 7 Does 
not my lady, do not I, indulge you with 
every thing chat is myo the a gul = 
your age ??— e 
* Indeed, fir,” dai 1. wich a — 
üg, Thich 1 would have ſuppreſſed 


had it been i in my power, indeed, fir, 


I am ever ready to acknowledge all your 
8 but bach: i to "My 
'&« Have a r faid he, ſhould 


; vou dare to reflect on your mot her 


* Exeuſe me, fir,” ſaid I, 9 


5 at his warmth, yet gaining ſome little 


courage as I proceeded, ( far be it from 
me 10 caſt any reflection on your wife. 


But ſir, ſo young a lady, not many 
kl 
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75 years older than myſelf, may be excuſa- 
ble in difliking the encumbrance of ſuch 
2 daughter.” 
Lady Alicia's uncommon beauty | 
and delicacy of perſon, * ſaid he- 
makes her appear much younger than 
ſhe is; and for your part, your gigantic 
ſize, which bears not any proportion to 
your years, makes you ſuppoſe yourſelf 
a woman, and expect to be treated as 
ſuch; but forwardneſs and aſſurance are 
not the means to e my oba, 
tion, I aſſure you.“ 


« Sir,” ſaid I. if you | will be ſo 

kind as to look into the family. bible, 
that lies on the chimney- piece in the 

nurſery, you will find the Aate of my 
age inſerted in it with your own hand, 
and be convinced, that on the eighteenth 
day of next month, e enter into 
my one: and. twentieth year.“ 
And who has had the 1 impertinence 
to give it into your hands?“ demanded 
my father, with great vehemence. 
N 5 8 Nobody, 


(C138 * 
0 Nobody, fir; 1 Wing it on my re- 


turn from ſchool in the place i it ſtill oc- 
cupies, nor did I ſappole it was your ' 
wiſh to deprive me of a book, which 
- conſtitutes fo neceſſary a part ny a religi. 1 


ous education.“ 
«© Well, madam,” retired off in a 
_ taunting tone of voice, © ſince you are 


ſo old a lady, what would it pleaſe your 


wiſdom to expect from me?” 


Four will, fir, muſt regulate my 
expectations. The favour, I would hum- 


bly entreat for, is no leſs effential I am 
perſuaded to lady Alicia's 8 Bbc come 
than my own. 

Very fine indeed 80 I am to re- 
ceive inſtructions from you how to pro- 
mote the happineſs of my wife! 


4 Dear, dear, fir,” cried I, caſting 


myſelf at his feet, do not think fo 
harſhly of your child. I would not have 


offended ; but it is hard indeed at twenty 


years of age, ſtill to continue under the 
dominion of a fertant. All I wiſh is'to 


| be 
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ty 1 0 
be renden of every will but yours. 
If you would indulge me with a certain 


income, were it ever ſo trifling, it would 
be rendering my life 5 and 


+ . a diſagreeable object.“ 


My father looked angrily---< A trou- 


| bleſome one I mean,” continued * 
18 * from the ſight of her ladyſhip.” 


And pray how would your ladyſkip,. 


under the guidance of your very extra- 


ordinary prudence, think qe pod to os 


poſe of yourſelf??? 
eren that, fir, as well as in every ac. 


tion of my life, I ſhould wiſh to ſubmit. 
myſelf to your better judgment and pa- 
rental care. A very reſpectable old cou- 
ple live in a ſmall houſe, juſt by the en- 


trance of the North avenue, and ſhould 
you approve of my living with them, I 


might be miſtreſs of my own time, and 
ſtill remain under your own obſervation 
and protection: EN circumſtance likewiſe 


Which 1 confeſs has not a little contri- 


buted towards at c this ſcheme 
to 
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. . to my attention, is "the. Dope Le entertain 
_ . of, prevailing on a very#amiable- young | 
© oi who was Ry n but 


companion of my retixement ; ; 2 4 
books, with her ſociety would be all. the 
$ * amuſement I ſhquld ever wiſh to enjoy.” 
3 Well. go to bed go to bed—a fine 
romantic ſcheme indeed! But I will con- 
ſider 2 it, and talk to you tomor- 
row.“ 1 
- Thus 8 a es on which 
I had founded the moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations. Nor can I ſay they were utterly 
deſtroyed, upon finding my prayer wWas 
to be referred to the conſideration of my 
ſtep· mother, whoſe wiſhes I erroneouſly 
imagined would throw weight into the 
ſcale with my own, ſufficient to over- 
balance my father's objections, if any 
exiſted i in his mind. Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe nee effuſions of a zealous 
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3 Spfpenle, however, was an ha we 
'% : l 
at long to complain; for , 


e 


ineſs. 


Tulpenly on on a Wubjea fo inporant to my 


— ; 


— on the morning ſubſequent to this inte- Th 


- reſting, and ſtill unſettled, event, 1 . 
ceived your letter, and, about eleven 


 ofclock, was interrupted] 1 in a ſecond pe- 


rufal of it, by the furious entrance of 


my lady in her robe de chambre, with her 


hair flowing on her ſhoulders, and ap- 
parently haſtily riſen from the morning 


duties of the toilet. Darting at me a 


look of indignant anger, as ſhe ſpoke, 
« pray ma'am,” cried ſhe, . who is the 


unfortunate damiei, who nas the honour 
of being a coadjutor in this romantic 
ſcheme of yours ?——But, no doubt, 
that letter you were ſo careful in con. 


cealing from 1 


were inſtinctively 


+. 
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* view“—for I had as it 
hurried it into my 
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only give you the trouble to prag 


Indeed,“ faid I, beßtating— the | 
| re lady? oY W 
O! ſpare yourſelf any concern 1 beg,” | 


WO her ladyſhip, in the moſt taunting 


5 15 tone of voice you can imagine The let- 
” Reel ſpeak full as intelli 
gent for themſelves, I daregay. A moſt 
amiable friend indeed, to inſtil into the 
mind of a daughter, the idea of for- 
faking her father's houſe | And the reflec- 


tion was to light upon me I preſume; as 


having by my ill-uſage driven you to 
the commiſſion of ſuch an outrage 
_ againſt the laws of filial duty Give me 
the letter I ſay. Pretty times indeed, 


when a chit like you is ſuffered to carry 


on a private correſpondence !---And you, 
madame, turning to the. 
© are highly reprehenſible for conniving 
at ſo flagrant an ne of diſobedience. | 


9 rench woman, 


* Enverité my ladi, I not know vhat 
pe 4 aye FA. more: den vo 1 "= 


a 8 


F- TT») 


It no Gani6a, Ma'mſelle vill ave own 
vay ſhe mind me no more den if I be 


chambre- -maid.” 
Ooh, Ma' unſelle.: is 1 


is Ho We muſt try then, whether 

there are no means to render her more 

amenable to order in future—But let me 
ſee, I expect wonderful entertainment 


from the letter of ſo enterprizing a lady.“ 


I had, notwithſtanding my reluctance, 
been obliged to ſubmit to her command. 
Pray is the amiable writer of it as 


old and diſcreet as you are! 9 


I made no anſwer, and glancing over 
the firſt ſentence, biting her lips, and 
repeating the name of Hazleford with 


much emphaſis—“ So ſo, I ſee into 


what ſort of misfortunes the creature | 
has fallen. Lord Hazleford ſhall be in- 


formed of the conqueſt he has uninten- 


_ tionally made—he will be violently flat- 
tered by the diſtinction.“ Proceeding a 


little further Heavens and earth!“ 
ſhe cried, e“ has the wretch the confi- 
s dence 
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dence to . a connexion-with 
a common proſtitute—nay even having 


paſſed her life with her. Tes, yes, you 


may well bluſh at 00s Inn in ſuch ; 

an intimacy.” | . 

As for bluſhing, 1 cannot « op au 
eſſe the hurry of my ſpirits had upon 
my complexion; but - my whole frame 
Was in ſuch a tremour, that I had not 
courage to offer a word either in * 


vindication or my-own.- 


But ſhe knew the had che en 
and i ignorance of a child to work upon 
continued her ladyſhip—* though, that 
ſhe is herſelf old enough in years, and 


ſtill older in NPs" is 15787 Fare 
ble.“ . 
Still unable to defend 1 1 or my | 


poor innocent ally, I ſuffered her again 


uninterruptedly to purſue the contents 
of the letter, making the fame injurious 
annotations, as the went on, which, 


though not imprinted on the paper, 
made a deep impreſſion on my heart; 


© ils ) 


ul me va at that dreaded part af; 

it, in which ſhe herſelf became its ſub. 
ject: while ſhe remained ſingly fo, I was 
permitted to underſtand the full virulence 
of her reſentment; but no ſooner did 


her eyes fall on your unlucky inſinuation 
of her intrigue with Lord Hazleford, 


than her wrath became filent, her lips 
| ſhook, her face grew pale, and her 
whole perſon was as agitated as mine: 
rage, ſurprize, and apprehenſion, were 
all concerned in this ſuſpenſion of lan. 
guage :—ſhe threw herſelf on a chair in 
an agony not to be deſcribed, and, for 


an interval of a few minutes, ſat actually 
. panting for breath. At length, how- 


ever, ſhe recovered herſelf, ſo as to af. 
fe& in ſome degree a compoſure, which 
I knew too well i it was Impoſſible tor her 


1. to feel. 


Extremely fine indeed madam,” 
_ ftaid the, coolly, but not without a ner- 
vous tremour in her voice, which ſtill 


betrayed the ſtate of her feelings. 


Vol. III. 0 " 4 
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« It is happy to know, where a ſer- 
pent lies at leaſt, that one may guard 
againſt the venom. Since, in conjunc- 
tion with your amiable correſpondent,” 
continued ſhe, < you have thought pro- 
per to make ſo free with my name and 
character, you muſt expect in your turn 
to meet with a few attentions, which 
vou have not hitherto received fromme. 
In the firſt place, I ſhall certainly relieve 
you from the encumbrance of unneceſ- 
{ary caſh, till you can find a more eligi- 


ble method of diſpoſing of it, than in 


the ſervice of a bad woman out of Keep- 
: 
o! selima, I am much to blame, for 
repeating theſe unwarrantable ſcurrilities 
to you, yet I muſt go on: pouring my 
griefs without reſerve into your commiſe- 
rating boſom, is a conſolation, of which 
I knew not half the value, till the tem- 
porary loſs of it I have juſt experienced. 
When the guinea was taken from me, 
which was legally the little property of 
my 
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my ſuffering, my only friend, I could 
no longer reſtrain the anguiſh of my 
heart, the tears guſhed from my eyes, 
my difhdence was overcome, and I was 
nearly provoked to the making of ſuch 
a retort to her inſinuations againſt you, 
as I would not for worlds have been 
guilty of to the wife of my father, how. 
ever unlike a parent ſhe has ated to- 

wards myſelf. 
„ vill take care of the uſeleſs gui- 
: nea,” ſaid ſhe, inſultingly, &« of which 
you were fo delicately reminded by Jour. 
diſintereſted friend.” 
As to my diſtreſs, it only ſeemed to 
gratify her remorſeleſs cruelty ; and con- 
tinuing in the ſame ſtrain 0 I am ſorry 
to be ſo troubleſome,” ſhe ſaid, „but 
as the young lady writes ſo well, you 
have, no doubt, carefully preſerved the 
ineſtimable pledges of her regard. Bou- 
vais, poſſibly you can inform me pray 
has not Ma'mſelle a hoard of theſe ten- 
der tokens of female friendſhip ?” 
(2... ce Oui, 


[ 
8 
| 
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e Oui, oui afſurement,”” replied my 
governeſs. Eager to ſecure a place in 
her ladyſhip's good opinion, her ſelf-love 
_ oyerwent her policy; and left her no 
time to reflect on the information with 
which ſhe had furniſhed me. But re- 


flection, I believe, is not amongſt the 
characteriſtics d'une Caqueteuſe. 


Oui, Madame, dere be von grand 

box, top brim full of de billets, de let- 
tres: and Ma'mſelle no leave de key in 
it von moment, if de houſe be on fire.“ 


« O fie! it is ungenerous,” reſumed 


her ladyſhip, © to deprive your friends 
of the entertainment ſo choice a col. 
lection muſt afford; but I think you 
will not deny me the favour of a pe- 
ruſal of them. Have the kindneſs to 
bring. the invaluable treaſure into my 
dreſſing· room immediately, if you pleaſe, 
that I may judge if the remainder is 
equally elegant and inſtruQtive with the 
curious ſpecimen i in my hand.” 


I 1 prepared a 


I prepared to obey the command, not 


without a hope that I might contrive to 


Hide the letter, and thruſt ſome of 


my drawings into their place, which 
might have been effected by gaining 


Bouvais over to my intereſt; but my 


perſecutor, ſuſpecting me of ſome ſuch 


intention, I ſuppoſe, ſuddenly changed 


Her mind, and, taking me with her, or- 


dered Bouvais to follow with the caſ- 


ket; and I had no reſource left but to 

wait in quiet expectation of the worſt, 
if any thing worſe than what had already 
; happened 'could be within the ſcope 
of expedtation or foreſight. 


Madame ſoon executed the commit. 


ſion, though not ſo ſpeedily, or with ſo 


triumphant an air, as ſhe had undertaken 


it: having had a little time for recollec- 
tion, ſhe began to perceive, I conclude, 


that ſhe was adding fuel to a flame, 
which” might probably extend itſelf to 
her. Unleſs I miſunderſtood her ſigns 


and whiſpers, ſhe gave me ſeveral hints 


D073 to 
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29 40 lay [ had loſt the key; ; and my hurry 


and confuſion were ſo great, that, with- 


out the ſmalleſt intention to profit by her 
iͤnſtructions, I was a long time in ſearch- 
ing my pockets for it, which enraged 
ber ladyſhip to ſuch an extravagant de- 
gree, that ſhe abſolutely twiſted her 
fingers in my hair, and ſtruck me re- 
peatedly in the Rege This was uſage 
that rouzed up all the little ſpirit which 
lay dormant in my breaſt. Bouvais ſtared 
and looked aghaſt, but grew more fawn- 
ing and ſubmiſſive, in e as her 
ladyſnip's violence encreaſed. * 
Thank you madam,” ſaid l, throw- 


| ing the key upon the table with a proud 


ſenſation, which I never was ſenſible of 
before, this is treatment which can- 
_ cels every obligation, and releaſes me 
from the remorſe of ann myſels ; 


5 the aggreſſor.” 


„Hold your tongue minx, dal he, 
with unabated ſpleen, <4 I want to have 
no conxerſation with you—l am going 

| ang Fav gl 10 
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"3.25 to * what your ſweet amiable friend hib : 
to ſay in your behalf,” unlocking the 
box at the ſame time, and ng out 
one of the letters. 
vou are perfectly welcome madam,” | 
faid I, but I hear my father's foot upon 
the ſtairs; and, for your own ſake, I 
vVould not adviſe you to make him a party - 
in the mean act of inſpsching * 2 1 


pPle's letters.“ 


1 am glad of it, i; am u glad. of 1 · 
returned ſhe, „with all my heart—He 
ſhall know what a jewel of a daughter 
he poſſeſſes; taking the precaution to 
lock the box, however, and put the key 
in her pocket before his arrival. _ 

„ Hey-day ! in the name of Hea- 
ven,” exclaimed he, © what has been 
the cauſe of all this diſturbance? 

ſeeing my face ſcratched, eyes red, and 
a handful of my hair ing n the 
. 
N that ie yoke: lady 8 
meek 3 and gentle as a lamb, as you re- 

3 | preſented 
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prefered her—but I have found her : 2 


wolf in ſheep's clothing.“ 
* Come, come, Ally; do not be ſo 


violent; ; you will make yourſelf ill in- 
| deed, my love. I will  eptimand. the 
girl, if ſhe has offended you.” 


„ T yiolent! I am not violent. Am 


I to be abuſed, inſulted, and traduced, 


and not allowed to ſpeak after all ? If 


I expreſs the ſmalleſt reſentment, in the 
calmeſt manner, I am violent, forſooth ; 


it is all my violence. Ton will opt. 
mand the girl, to be ſure! One would 
ſet a child to correct a child. 

' « Nay, this is too bad, indeed, Ali. 
cia,” ſaid my father: you know my 


boye for you is ſuch, it is ſearcely poſſi- 


ble for you to make me angry with 


5 you; ; but indeed you give too much i in- 


dulgence to this infirmity of temper,” 
„ Infirmity of temper !”? reiterated 


ſhe: You know I ſhould be the 


ſweeteſt-tempered creature upon earth, 
UH F were not thwarted and provoked 
4 IE 2D mor 8 
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more than any other woman. Had 1 


not the good - nature to marry you? But 


I beg pardon— there indeed I did ſhew 
an infirmity of mind not eaſily to be 


forgotten.” 


Come, come, pray 3 your- | 
ſelf, once more tenderly intreated my 
poor father; you know the certain 


conſequence of this irritation of your 


 Nerves- Julia, what have you done to 


| occaſion this exceſſive wen of her 
ladyſhip's ſpirits? ? 


«© Yes, yes; teach her. to fy in my 0 
face, do,” exclaimed his wife; en- 
courage her to contradict me. Have not 
I told you a thouſand times, that ſhe has 
been carrying on a Ae correl- 


. | "oe 
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une „ not with the fel.. | 
low, I hope, who had the aſſuranee to 
write to me. 

e With no fellow upon hanour,” - re- 
1 turned . venturing. to interrupt him, 
Believe 


N 
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Believe me, fir, I have received no let 
ters but what have paſſed through your 
hands, have been depoſited in the poſt- 
- bag, common to the whole family, and 
written by Miſs Selima Worthy, to whom 


mine have been directed.“ 


„There, there! you have been a con- 
federate then, it ſeems, in the creature's 
impertinence, ſaid her ladyſhip, to her 
indulgent huſband, « _ your accom- 


plice has betrayed you.“ : 
_ - © Bleſs me! at what an unwarrantable 


rate you run on! could there be any 
thing more innocent or natural,” calmly 


demanded he, . than a viſh Ee continue 
a communication between two young 


people, who have paſſed their Infancy 


nr” --. . 
6 O] very innocent and RY no 
doubt, is the abuſe of yourſelf, your 


wife, and every body, to whom one of 


theſe faithful friends owes any mw of 
Wu or gratitude whatſoever.” Ds” 
7 $6704 « Madam,” 


( ys 


* Madam,” faid I, * I muſt intreat, 


Nay inſiſt on, your delivering up the key 
of my letter-box, to my father, that he 


may inform himſelf of the truth of your 
aflertion.” Then addreſſing myſelf to 
him :---* To the letters, fir, I appeal. 
If in them you find your own name men- 
tioned irreverently | 


WY My OWN name,” repeated he, riſing 
| haſtily, and darting at me a look of ex- 


treme diſpleaſure Give me leave to 


inform you, that in that of lady Alicia 
Weſtburne I am more than equally ſuf 
ceptible, and if you have dared to uſe it 
diſreſpectfully— Give me the key Alicia, 
we will examine the papers together; 9 


and, take my word for it, the offender 


ſhall be puniſhed Aang to the of- 


fence.” 
«& So!.-I am not worthy to be truſted 


"ah the management of your daughter, 


I perceive,” returned her ladyſhip, © but 


let me aſſure you, fir, if you will not 
believe my "org. On this, and on every 
desen 


* 
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occaſion, I mall never e to 
flurniſn owl with hed d 3 of 
my veracity.” “. 


Then,“ replied my „Aber with! a 
degree of warmth, which, 1 confeſs, 1 
thought did honour to his feelings, * 
will not give up my daughter to your 
ungovernable rage. Therefore 1 inſiſt·- 


1 command you to give up the key, or 
- open the box without further folicita- 
Hons!” 


„ Command * e or r rather 
ſhriek d, her ladyſhip, her teeth abſolutely 


gnaſhing, and her eyes ſtaring with fran. 
tic aſtoniſhment---O ! fir, your commands 


all certainly be obeyed ;”” and the aQtu- 


ally drew the key from her pocket, with 
' a deliberation, of which, at that juncture, 
I ſhould have thought her utterly i inca- 
pable: but inſtead of delivering the con- 


tents of the box into my father's hands, 


according to bis requeſt, erumpling them 
altogether in an inſtant, ſhe threw every 
Ib letter at once into the fire, and as he 


| attempted 
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attempted to reſcue one of them from 5 
the flames, with a maſculine violence, 
very inconfiſtent with her delicate form, 


down. In this ſpirited action, however, 


one of her petticoats, which was of di- 


mity, was caught by the blaze; this 
accident occaſioned a general alarm, in 

which I did not the leſs partake, for the 

circumſtances which had paſſed; though 
the danger was ſoon over---But alas! the 


tumult, excited by different paſhons in 


her ladyſhip's breaſt, was not ſo eafily | 
| ſubdued. As my father had predicted, 
the conſequence which enſued from the 


exceſſive irritation of her ſpirits, were 


nothing leſs than ſtrong hyſteric fits, ſuc- 
ceeding each other with little intermiſſion | 
through the day ; and ſuch a houſe of 


hurry. and confuſion, I believe, was 


ſcarcely ever experienced before. I 


ſeemed obnoxious to the ſight of every 


one, from being the oſtenſible cauſe of 


all the uproar. 


— 1 
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I had no alternative left, but to retreat 
into my own room, where, after by the 
force of prayers, threats, and intreaties, 
I had wreſted from Bouvais, a reluctant 
_ conſent, to grant me her aſſiſtance to- 
_ wards the conveyance of the little ſcraw], 
which I wrote you in the extremity of 
diſtreſs, and I was left to the agreeable 
meditations, which ſuch a moment could 
inſpire, not much enlivened by a tho- 
rough conviction of having acted ex- 
tremely wrong, in ſuffering my pen to 
employ itſelf in the cenſure of my fa- 
_  ther's wife. To the latter, a miſtaken 
_ pride, perhaps, prevented the acknow- 
ledgment of my fault, and her ſubſe. 
quent treatment of me has made every 
conceſſion not only unneceſſary, but im- 
practicable on my part. With reſpect to 
the former, would not the divulging my 
error be an augmentation of it, I ſhould 
not heſitate to ſubmit myſelf to his will, 
with the humility of a lincere repent- 


- ance. nad 
Four 
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Four days have elapſed, ſince this 


5 . of my own creating, during 
which I have been a priſoner, and her 


ladyſhip's orders were, I underſtand, 


that I ſhould hve upon bread-and-water 
only. But the good houſekeeper, by a 
private permiſſion from my father, takes 
care to ſend me a ſlice of cold meat, 


with a ſuitable portion of vegetables ever 


day; ſo I come off tolerably well, though 


Ion, I grow very hungry before my 
meals, and am not a great deal leſs ſo 


when they are finiſhed ;' yet all this I 


could patiently e ca were I bleſſed 


with a conciouſneſs that the puniſhment 
was undeſerved. How ſtrange it is, 


that any one ſhould. do wrong, with 
judgment to direct them right, who has 


once ſuffered the mier of ſelf. condemn- 


ation. 


Poor r would 3 e 
my allowance; but I had the reſolution 
not to avail myſelf of her good nature, 
which could only have been indulged at 
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| 75 expence of her integtity; though per- 


haps, after the expedient I have uſed 
for the renewal of this intercourſe with 
my deareſt friend, I have little reaſon to 
_ boaſt of my ſubmiſſion or obedience ; 
yet as the inhibition in this inſtance did 
not proceed from my father, I truſt, I 
am not very culpable in yielding to ſo 
powerful a temptation. In truth it was 
the predominant with of my heart, and 


Is dare not enquire too minutely, what 


the conſideration muſt have been which 
could have mg held n me * its . 
cation. 1 
Full of this analety, the thought at 
laſt occurred to me of ſtealing, in the 
dead of night, into the houſckeeper's 
room, which I accordingly effected; and 
had not been long at her door before ſhe. 
* awoke, and let me in, though under 

great aſtoniſhment, as you may ſuppoſe, 
at ſo extraordinary a viſit ; and a moſt 
deadly panic did I ſuffer, I aſſure you, 

4 in 1 creeping FEY; the W in the 
155 dark ; 
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would not encounter, for the accompliſh+ 


ment of ſuch. a purpoſe? I ſoon con- R 


vinced the good woman, that it was no 
very dark deſign, however, which I had 
uſed this ſtrange method to accompliſh, 


and had the good fortune to win her 


over to my intereſt. She will in future, 
therefore, take care to have my letters 


delivered to the poſt-man; without being 


put into the bag with the others; 0 and 


pray obſerve to direct yours to Grace 


Darlington, to be left at the Raven, op- 


Polite the park- gate, leſt your hand- 


writing ſhould be recollected. 


1 have been employed with my pen 
and ink, ever ſince the dawn of day has 
permitted me to uſe them; ſo that with 
my nocturnal perambulation, you may 
imagine, I have not enjoyed the benefit 


of much repoſe. 
It is.now ſo far paſt my uſual hour of 


= riſing, that Bouvais, though not up her- 


ſelf 1 dare lay, may be forming ſome 
53 out· 
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—_ Sab m en on my idle- 
4 neſs, and not improbably may do herſelf 
tue violence to riſe, and come and ſee 
whether the priſoner has eſcaped. — 
Therefore, adieu—Do not fail'to let me 
hear from you immediately; for I ſhall 
be all impatience to know how you go 
on—vwrite too as cloſely as you poſſibly 
can, and croſs the paper twice over as 
| I have done; for I ſhall now be obliged 
to run in debt for the paſtage. I have 
luckily one fhilling left, which enables 
me to pay for this Rom pan without 
aſſiſtance. „ 
That Heaven may bleſs and ine 
you, is the fervent prayer of Je h 
affeQonate friend, N 
- Yn 8 Jul WST BURN . 
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MISS WESTBURNE 
To. 


_  SELIMA.. 


SELIMA, Lady: Alicia is eloped; wat: 
Lord Hazleford is the companion of her 
flight. I know not how to deſcribe my 


feelings on this extraordinary occaſion; 


they are all tumult and hurry; and my 


poor father's, as they are repreſented to 
me by thoſe who have ſeen him, are pi- 


tiable indeed; for I have not been ad- 


mitted to his preſence, though I ven- 


tured to make an humble offer of my 


attendance, which had not the good for- 5 


tune to be graciouſly received: indeed 


I fear, in ſuch a eriſis of exceſſiye grief, 
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it had more the appearance of preſum- 


ing officiouſneſs, than a laudable teſti- 
mony of filiat reſpect; and I now attri- 
bute the diſcouraging anſwer, by which 


I at firſt felt. myſelf deeply wounded, 
merely to that diſtreſs of mind which it 
is natural to conceive muſt be the con- 
ſequence of this trying, moment, parti- 
cularly when one reflects on the unpa- 
ralleled affection conſtantly demonſtrated 
by him for the ungrateful violatreſs of 
ber nuptial vows. 


- Laſt night, about . oO lock, he 
um. alarmed by her ladyſhip com- 
plaining of a violent and ſudden indiſ- 
| poſition, while at the ſame time ſhe pe- 


remptorily refuſed all medical affiſtance, 
which was very contrary to her-uſual 


practice in ſimilar | caſes; as on the 


ſlighteſt cold, ſhe was ever ready to ap- 


ply immediately for the advice of the 


faculty. She conſented, however, to 


take ſame common precautions, and re- 
tired early to her own apartment, ſuf 


= 
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tender ſolicitude, iſſued the ſtricteſt or- 


ders for the houſe to be kept as quiet as 
poſſible, paſſed the night in a diſtant 


part of it, in a ſtate, 1 make no doubt, 
of the moſt reſtleſs anxiety; though 
with little preſentiment of the cruel ca- 
taſtrophe the return of day was to bring 


forth. The diſcovery of the event was 
for ſome time retarded by his affection- 
ate fears of interrupting an imaginary 
repoſe, from which he augured the moſt 
ſalutary effects; nor do I believe, abſo- 


lutely, that he would at laſt have conſi- 


dered the elopement of his beloved wife 
in any other light than as ſome ſuper- 
natural phenomenon, had not a note 
from her unworthy ſeducer, accidentally 
left upon her toilet, ſerved to elucidate = 
the whole affair, This portentous billet 
was picked up by one of the ſervants, 


who delivered it to her maſter ; not, 


however, without firſt indulging her 


own 


. 
fering her woman to watch by her bed- 
fide. And my father, after having with 


it 
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Cm 1 
own curioſity. by. an inſpection of the 
contents; by which means only their 


purport 3 poſſibly have tranſpired, 


and been tranſmitted, as it has, with va- 
rious embelliſhments I doubt not, to all 
quarters of the houſe,” It ſeems, from 
the form in which the ſtory reached my 
ears, that his lordſhip had been engaged 
in a duel, in defence of her ladyſhip's 
' honour ; the conſequence of which hay- 


ing been fatal to his antagoniſt, obliged 


him to quit the kingdom with the ut- 
moſt precipitation. After pathetically 


repreſenting lis ſituation, he calls upon 
her to follow his example, and prove the 
ſincerity of her vows, by | ſacrificing. at 


once all /maller conſiderations to the at- 
tachment of the heart; and in caſe of 
a refuſal, he bids her an eternal adieu. 
Steadfaſtly relying, at the ſame time, on 


her fidelity, as he terms it, he concludes 
his letter with an appointment for their 
wasting! in a dark lane behind the houſe, 


| where 


wh 


to 


* 
where a chaiſe and four would be ready 
to receive them. 5 
How ſtrange and unaccountable i is the 
character of this nobleman ! Surely in 
it is exemplified the full extent of human 
depravity. 
Good and evil, with natures ſo diſtinct 
and oppoſite, are nevertheleſs not only 
nearly allied, but frequently the offspring 
of the ſame parent; and I cannot help 
cheriſhing, with no trifling ſatisfaction, 
the idea, that from an æra ſo critical, ſo 
diſgraceful to this family, my friend 
my date her ſecurity from perſecution. 
Purſuit of the fugitives would have 
been a fruitleſs effort, after ſo many 
hours had elapſed, had the ſtolen trea- 
ſure been worth the trouble of retrieving. 
| How a doting and infatuated huſband, 
if I dare makeſuchan uſe of the expreſ. 
ſion, would have acted under a proba- 
bility of ſucceeding, is not for me to 
aſcertain ; but at preſent, alas ! he ſeems 
— plunged] into "the lowelt abyſs of deſpond- 
cCy; 
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ency, unable to ſtem the torrent which 
- overwhelms him. Time. only muſt be 


his comforter, and I truſt its aſſuaſive 


qualities will operate ſo effectually in his | 


behalf, as to excite in his breaſt a Juſt 
indignation for the authoreſs of his pain, 
and enable him to look back on the pre- 
ſent moment, if not with thankfulneſs, 
devoid at leaſt of regret; as his ſitua- 
tion will now be certainly leſs humiliat- 


ing than that in which he remained the 


_ only perſon inſenſible of his wrongs. 


The ſmiles of the poor little deſerted 
infant pierce me to the ſoul, and I have 
been upon my knees, binding myſelf in 


| the moſt ſacred and ſolemn engagements, 


never to ſuffer. him to know a want of 


the tenderneſs and attention of a mo- 


ther, whilſt he has a en to execute 


the taſk. 


I ſtill, nin ay ſtealth, 3 wat your 
letters to be directed accordingly, till 
our correſpondence ſhall again receive 


the ſanction of m father, s acknowledged 
approbation. | 
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the violent 


eſentment of your otherwiſe very affec- 


tionate friend, 


inted in my ex- 


iſappo 
mcur 
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pectation, you will 
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JULIA WESTBURNE. 


LETTER 


£196. 3 
LETTER CIX 


7 


SELIMA | 
"20 


| MISS WESTBURNE. 


- Many a heavy link have the laſt ten 
days added to that chain of perſecuting 
viciſſitudes which now for ſeven dreary 
months have encompaſſed the unhappy 
Selima. You threaten with a pretended 
ſeverity your violent reſentment, the 


only calamity I now literally have to 
fear, as the juſt reward of a neglect, of 
| which, though it is already in fact com- 
mitted, you know it was not in my na- 


ture voluntarily to have been guilty. 
Adverſity, misfortune and diſtreſs, pur- 


ſue, meet, and overtake me, whichever 


* 


„„ 


way F turn; and, not contented with 


making me the ſingle victim of their ra- 


pacity, extend their vengeance to thoſe 
whoſe humanity has condemned them to 
a charitable commiſeration of my fate. 
You. kindly. rejoice, amidſt all your 


domeſtic diſturbances, that in the de- 
parture of our common enemy the moſt _ 
formidable danger is removed from the 


thorny pilgrimage of your e 
friend. 


br 


Alas! my Talks. 3 you n not how 


cruel Fortune has contrived to entangle 


you in the web of. my rigorous deſtiny. 
With humble but fervent thankfulneſs, 


I reflect on my eſcape from the moſt 


atrocious villainy ; and yet the horrid 


conſequences, which have attended my 
preſervation, ſtrike a chill through every 


vein. - But I have much to tell you, 


and, as I write-in. pain, ſhall be obliged 


to increaſe the bulk of this packet by 


incloſing in. it the fragment of a letter 


which I was prevented finiſhing by the 1 
5 * terrifying 
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terrifying prohibition- the fur) of your 
incenſed ſtep-mother obliged you to diſ. 
patch, Even in this inſtance was I not 
ſingled out, as in every other, to be the 
firſt inſtrument in wounding the boſom 
of my friend? But lamentations are 
unavailing : read the incloſed, and I will 
endeavour to proceed. It conduQts' you 
to the day of my removal from the ſhel- 
tering roof of the worthy Craven, to 
that of ſurely the moſt infamous: of her 
_ deſpicable tribe. My 
| © For ſeveral reaſons, which Thad 
_ plauſible enough at the time, to an un- 
ſuſpecting mind, the carriage did not 
arrive to fetch me till ten o'clock in the 
cvening, and long after I had given up 
all expectation of it. Indeed, having 
paſſed the day in an uneafineſs of mind 
greatly aggravated by your alarming let- 
ter, together with an anxiety for the 
health of Mrs. Craven, who had not re- 
turned as uſual from her weekly excur- 


fon into the Country: (not to ſay any 
1 OY” thing 


4% 
ing of the uncertainty of my own 


proſpects) I was preparing to retire to | 


reſt when it-ſtopped at the door. 
My new miſtreſs, whom I found ap- 


parently juſt returned from a viſit, kindly 


apologiſed for her breach of punctuality 


with a condeſcenſion which I miſcon- 
ſtrued into an effuſion of good-humour 
and affability, and began to draw as fa- 


vourable an- inference from preſent ap- 


pearances as the languid ſtate of my 
- ſpirits would admit; yet when ſupper 


was ſerved up, which was not before the 


clock had ſtruck eleven, I could not 
help obſerving, that it was extravagantly 
profuſe for a ſingle lady and her ſervant 


only; for L immediately received orders 


to take a place at the table: much time, 
however, was not allowed me for the 


contemplation of ſuch unintereſting cir- 
cumſtances ; for we had not been ſeated 
many minutes, when a thundering rap 


at the door announced a viſitor of ſome 
Importance | ; and Mrs. Thompſon, with 


a well- 
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"781 wdlafſeed ſarprize, could- hardly 
enxclaim, Who can this be? before Lord 
Hazleford was uſhered into the room. 
To your own imagination I muſt refer 
you for a deſcription of my ſenſations at 
that moment: for my own part I khow 
not abſolutely what they were, but I 
ſuppoſe I made an inſtantaneous effort 
to retreat; for I remember the old lady 
_ commanded me to fit ſtill, ſaying, that 
the never uſed any ceremony with her 
nephew Hazleford: She expreſſed in- 
finite joy at the unexpected pleaſure of 
his company, but interrogated him 
cloſely as to the cauſe of it. To which 
he gallantly replied, that a little matter 
of buſineſs had called him up to town, 
and given him an opportunity to pay her 
his devoirs, of which he had availed 
himſelf the firſt moment of his arrival. 
Notwithſtanding the apprehenſions of 
deceit, I had reaſon to entertain, yet 
this anſwer carried ſuch an air of prompt - 
. 15 that I almoſt flattered myſelf, ſuch 


a e 


4 


8 
reltionſhip might actually exiſt, which 

muſt ſecure me from any inſult for that 

night at leaſt, and the return of morn- 
Ing would enable me once again to look 
dut for an aſylum from the diabolical ma · 
chinations of this profligate peer. 
At firſt he did not ſeem even to ob- 
hive that I was preſent, an interval 1 
neglected not to employ in endeavour- 
ing to compaſe my bewildered thoughts, 
and in revolving in my mind, by what 
means an eſcape would be moſt prac: 
cab 2/ ſhould I be reduced to the at- 
tempt. After the miſery I had befors 
| ſuffered on his account, in a rencontre 
with Lord Hazleford, no precautions 
could be irrational or premature. But 
alas! reflection only ſerved to juſtify my 
fears, and to prove, that I had little 
chance of again extricating myſelf from 
the ſnares of that cruel enemy, whom = 
it had already pfunged he" into ate 
and 1925 Ang avoid.” Cle eh 119) 
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Lechs for the firſt time occutyed ti to 
185 me, that we were in an inner room; and 
from the winding of the ſtairs, to which 
I had not paid much attention, in af» 


cending them, 1: was not even perfectly 
aſſured in what direction from it the 


ſtreet was ſituated. In ſhort, medita- 


tion only ſerved to complete my dif 
treſs, and, as the only poor inſtrument 


of ſelf-defence within my power, I had 


opened a penknife in mY: pocket, and 


juſt contrived to draw it. into my ſaſh 


unperceĩved; when became ſo entirely 
the object of Lord Hazleford's atten- 


tion, that the moſt trivial action could 
not poſſibly have eſcaped his obſervation. 
As, ſat, with trembling confuſion, try. 


ing to elude his ſcrutinizing glance, he 
all at once affected to recogniſe, with 
much aſtoniſhment, the features of his 
wand friend, Miſs Selima Worthy. 


The old woman looked ſurpriſed. and 
offended, and, in a liſping tone, for which 

whe wine ſhe had drank was evidently 
. caScccountable 


"tw 3 


0 unable, eried, « ydu my lord ac. 


quainted with my ee, aged Tam 
ſorry to hear you e 
„ Sorry ! nay, now my ab . 
ſaid the peer, cat is ln of nfi- 
nation 
« Becauſe, my lord, 4 ente ſhe, 
« fear ſuch an intimacy is not likely to 
We much to the credit of either.“ 
0] fear nothing, my ſweet aunty,” 
| in a ludicrous, wheedling manner, © you 
| do not know what a ſober, good ſort of 
young man your nephew is grown, and 
my little friend here is an exceedingly 
pretty-behaved young lady, I aſſure you, 
and piques herſelf mightily on her vartue 
and diſcretion,” with a ſignificant glance 
at me, at the ſame time, as it were to give 
force to the ambiguity of his expreſſions. 


Had not vexation been ſabdued by 


terror, how provoked ſhould T have _ 
at t the inſolence of ſuch treatment! 
1 was tireſomely' importuned by ich 
s. both to eat — drink; but the 
former 


Cn. - i 
former was utterly out of my power. z 
and the latter, though the thirſt I ex- 


perienced was almoſt intolerable, I has 


the prudence to decline. 

Whilſt the ſervants coptinncd, lathe 
room, my courage was in ſome. degree 

- ſuſtained and I failed not, on their quit- 


ting it, to make a ſecond: attempt to 


withdraw; but was again forbid, with a 


famine remark, that when my ab- 


ſence was deemed neceſſary, it would bs 
required.— At that moment I felt myſelf 


deſtitute. of every ſuccour ; and I really 


think I ſhould have thrown myſelf 


| through a garret window, had ſuch an 


expedient been within my power My 
extreme agitation only ſeemed to autho- 
riſe the familiarity of my tormentor; 


who at firſt, under a feigned concern 
for the alteration in my looks, and the 


weakneſs: of my nerves,” became moſt 
teazingly aſſiduous; nor did he long 
confine himſelf within the bounds of ci. 
f The preſence 9 


that 


99 ) 
that Uheer, which, in forethought, had 
reduced my ſpirits to the loweſt ebb, and 
bereft me almoſt of the power of ſpeech, 
mow fortunately took the oppoſite effect, 
and inſpiring me with courage unnatural 
to myſelf, I ventured thus ſteadily to ad- 
dreſs the loathed object of my dread: 
„ My lord, you know the cauſe 1 
way to hold your name in the abhor- 
rence which is its due, and my reaſon 
to ſuppoſe this meeting, ſo unexpected, 
and ineffectually guarded againſt on my 
part, has been the work of your own 
impious contrivances — Madam,“ ſaid 
I, turning to his infamous accomplice, 
whom I too plainly perceived was now 
no longer capable of a reafonable reply, 
«EX you : are a woman of oy charac. 
Ne — . 
. Cake, come,” inierapecd his lord. 
hip, ſeizing me ſuddenly in his arms— 
« you are a very pretty orator I confeſs; 
but thoſe lips were not intended to be 
the mere vehicles of - muſty morality. 
. What 


(ww) 


What Ggnifies. iruggling — know 
you are in my pores”, Tb 7 


ee I am not,“ cried L, . 


rearing myſelf from his graſp, the in- 
nocent is never without Aa; friend, 


throwing open the door, as I ſpoke, 


darting acroſs the lobby, and through 2 


Jo ſlightly faſtened that it inſtantly gave 
way to my fear-invigorated, arm, which 
J chen daſhed reſolutely through the 
glaſs, ſcreaming, at the ame time, with 
all the violence of diſtreſs and frenzy, in 


Jound of my voice and drag me from the 
window, in which Lord Hazleford was 
aſſiſted by ſeveral women, amongſt whom 
I perceived, though by a glimmering of 
| light, the well-known figure of the 


will painfully conclude chat my feeble re- 


poſed by numbers and ſuperior ſtrength, 


* n * relieve your doubts by 
5 i informing 


ſpite of the force employed to ſuppreſs the 


treacherous Suſannah. As I know you 


ſiſtance mult be only tranſitory, when op- 
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LETTER ex. 


| CONTINUATION, 


Bk BED e . 


moſt inveterate, may I not ſay my only, 
friends to boaſt, is; I believe, beyond a 
doubt; yet at ſuch an expence am I 
become ſo, that my heart trembles, and 


troſpection.— O! that I had never been, 


wretchedneſs of being !—but I will 


e WIS, Julia, that I am at preſent ſafe 
from the violence or ſtratagems of my 


foe, who have ſo ſhort a catalogue of 


my eyes ſwim in tears, at the direful re- 
or ceaſed to be, ere I had known the 


ſtruggle with the anguiſh I endure, and 


as 


* 
"* 
— 
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if poſſible proceed regularly with ** 


account. 


Dragged from the wi ame, to 
Which L clung with a kind of ſuperna- 
tural ſtrength, and driven to the laſt ex- 
tremity of diſtreſs, I bethought myſelf 
6f the little weapon I had providently 


ſecreted in the folds of my ſaſh ; and if 


at no other rate I could defend my 
| honour, was determined to yield m 


life a ſacrifice to its preſervation. 


Whether the crime of living in in- 
aa or that of ſelf. deſtruction, as the 11 
only poſlible alternative, be moſt de- 

_ teſtable in the eyes of God, is a queſ- 


tion not for me to decide upon, nor had 


I time to diſcriminate ; I can only ary. 
my ſoul abhorred the one more than 
my coward heart receded from the other. 
May Heaven, which withheld from 
me the neceſſity of either, forgive my 


errors, and eſtabliſh whatever good prin- 


ciples it has Oy implanted i in my 


breaſt: B 
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In the wildneſs of my terror, I greatly 


fear I perpetrated ſome dreadful mif- 
chief, by the horrid ſhrieks of the aban- 
doned women by whom I was ſur- 


rounded :—* O! I am murdered— 01 


the Doe adnded wretch!“ re- echoed 


from different voices, and I had actually 
put all my perſecutors to flight, fave 


one that one cruel, perſevering enemy, 


Lord Hazleford, the grand machine by 
wich the reſt were actuated.— My pen- 
knife, in which I placed my only hope, 


was wreſted from my bleeding arm, and 
T had thrown myſelf upon my knees, 
imploring merey from a heart of ſteel, 
when my two deliverers ruſhed into the 


room, and reſcued me from perdition. 
From the general clamour, and my 
overpowered ſenſes, I cannot give you 
an accurate account of what paſſed in 
this important moment ; ſuffice it to ſay, 
that I ſoon found myſelf ſupported be- 

_ tween them, and confoled by e 

| ſions of humanity and benevolence ;j— 


6 Reſt 


CxS) 


%. 


1 Reſt yourſelf ſecurely upon my arm, 


faid one of them, * and l upon 
my protection.“ 

„ Hold, fir,” cried Lord WIE 
furiouſly, who, in the ſtruggle for my 
releaſe, had been thrown to the other 
ſide the room, *< before you are ſo libe- 


ral of your ſervices, where they are not 
wanted, your ſword muſt anſwer for 
the impertinent intruſion of its maſter, 
When you have ſettled that account 


with me, and not till then.“ 172 


E Excuſe. me fir,” ſaid my generous 
champion, with great compoſure — 
& When a lady is in the caſe, I never 
13 give the preference to a lord. My 1 


tention at preſent is engaged. Tomor- 


row morning [I ſhall be at your ſervice; 
and I think Lord Hazleford need not be 


informed where Captain — (by the noiſe 
about me I was prevented hearing the 


name that followed) is to be found, 


when the cauſe. of honour calls for his 
appearance.” 
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The eries of the women vere now 


more violent than ever. 
If they fight, we ſhall be hanged, ” 


8 exclaimed they, clinging reſolutely round 


the arms of their baſe employer; by 
which means, I believe, they happily 


 affiſted in effecting my eſcape, without 
any fatal conſequences at that time; but 


alas !-.-well, I will go on with my narra- 


tive, and ſuffer its melancholy cataſtrophe 
to take its proper place. | 


I was tenderly conducted to a coach, 
from which the gentlemen had alighted ; 


and when I had, at their requeſt, named 
the ſtreet to which I wiſhed to be con- 


veyed, thanked my preſervers for their 


great humanity to a defenceleſs orphan, 


and bleſſed that ever-watchful Provi- 


dence which had guided them to my 
deliverance, I threw myſelf into the cor- 


ner of the carriage, and in a flood of 
tears, which now flowed freely from my 
eyes, found a moſt ſalutary relief. My 


| Kind companions endeavoured to ſooth 


and 


0 187) 


and mitigate the apparent anguiſh of 


my heart, by the warmeſt encomiums 


on my reſolute conduct, and ſteady per- 


ſeverance in the paths of virtue; but 
my poor nerves were ſo ſhaken by the 
exceſſive joy occaſioned by this ſudden 
tranſition from danger to ſecurity (for 


had I not ſufficient reaſon to confide in 
the honour of my protectors ?) that un- 


+ Interrupted filence and quietude were 
the only means likely to reſtore them to 
their natural tone : and no fooner was 


the wiſh perceived (for I can ſcarcely fay 
it was expreſſed, my voice being almoſt 
inarticulate) than, with the tendereſt con- 
ſideration, I was granted the indulgence 
of it—but alas! the converſation which 


enſued, though I was excuſed from tak- 
ing a part in it, was ſo little calculated 


to contribute to the reſtoration of my 


peace, that it awakened apprehenfions 


in my breaſt, inferior only to thoſe 
from which I had fo recently been re- 


Keved. | 
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Tbe young, officer excuſed himſelf 
Fs attending his friend to his villa in 
the country, as it ſeemed was before in- 
tended, in- conſequence of his ſubſequent 
engagement with Lord Hazleford for 
the following day. I trembled from 
head to foot —but what was there be- 
coming for me to offer upon the ſub- 
5 ject? A deep ſigh was the only teſti. 
mony of my concern, and that, was not 
to be ſuppreſſed. 
66 Indeed,“ 40 returned the other firan- 
ger, 1 think it is a very unneceſſaty 
compliment to a man of fo deſpicable 
and depraved a character. x 
80 do I,” * returned the captain; . 
« but. it is not an unneceſſary compli- 
m ent to. my wn character, to which you 
will ſuffer me at leaſt to pay a more par- 
ticular regard,” 

. His friend was about to log 4 but, 
preventing him, © Pſhaw ! pſhaw ! con- 
tinued he, let us not enter into an 
e on this old, hackneyed theme. 
7 can 


WE 
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I can | almoſt venture to promiſe you, 
never to ſend a challenge to any one, 
for this ſimple reaſon: — that it muſt be 
by a man I eſteemed that my temper 
could be rouzed to ſuch a kind of re- 
ſentment; and the breaſt of ſuch an one, 
however mine might be affected, I think 


I never could feel an inclination to 
wound. Now, on the other hand, I 
am moſt decidedly determined never to 


1 one.“ 
„ And can you offer as S a i 


in behalf of this reſolution. as you have- 
done of the former?” demanded his 


opponent in the argument. 


& Why—no—T do not believe it will 
ſerve to preach about; but, what! muſt. 
a ſoldier ſubmit to be kicked and pulled 
by the noſe, becauſe he will not fight?“ 
4 Then ſince it is your ſteady deter- 
mination to attend the ſummons from 


his lordſhip, which I doubt not but you 


will receive, mine is equally fixed, being 
an. tharer 
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a hater; in the cauſe of his reſentment, 


| . 


to be a partaker likewiſe of its effects. 

„By my ſoul, then, you ſhall not 1» | 

vehemently replied this noble · ſpirited Rs 

young man; and if you perſiſt in the. 

attempt, hang me if ever I ſpeak to you 

again, though I do not intend to be 

ſtruck ſpeechleſs by my right honour- 

able antagoniſt, if I can help it. A 

pretty paragraph, truly, ſuch an affair 

would make for the entertainment of 
your wife and family, ſetting forth your 
having engaged in a duel on account of 
ſome nymph of the Cyprian corps; 

which you well know would be the in- 1 
diſcriminating. repreſentation of newſ. WE 
paper intelligence. Now for my part, 

| ſuch an adventure is certain to eſtabliſh 
my reputation as a daſhing fellow thro? 

life, and I ſhall be the better received 
for it in all the polite circles in town.” 

„Well but, my dear fellow,“ cried 
his friend ;— And well but, my dear 
fellow,” returned he, I never was 

: _ cg. 
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ge 1 in an affair of this kind before, 


1 tell you=and I ſwear, if I kill my 


man, to have all the honour of ev ac- 
tion to myſelf. „„ ; 


But fappoſe his Lordſhip, inſtead 
of receiving, ſhould be ſo polite as to 


confer on you ſuch an Lntekrenble 
N ee 3 40 . 


In that caſe he would de fitisfied, 
and my courage would be cooled. In 
tort, ſay not a word more about the 
matter, my dear Sir Lucius, if you 
love me, ſaid he, whimſically, “ for 1 


am a moſt determined dog when my ho- 


nour is concerned. But, hold! hold k are 
ve not going out of our road ?=Ought 
we not to have turned down the ſtreet 


on the right, according to your direc- 
tions?“ addreſſing himſelf to me. 


* Jes, indeed,” ſaid I, looking out 


of the window, that is certainly the 
ſtreet in which I lodge; but it is too 

narrow to admit the turning of a carri. 
| age—therefore, if you will add to your 


great 
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1 kindneſs by. permitting 2 1 5 
to conduct me home, with the fervent 


owes you more than life itſelf, and with. 
_ tthe moſt anboundet gratitude, 1 will 


= -take my leave.“ 3 


Ne, 0, exclaimed the Evely fol. 
dier you muſt not be in ſuch a hur- 
ry to releaſe yourſelf from my guardian- 
mip:—I ſhall not part with you after all 
ill I have ſeen you ſafely lodged, I pro- 
miſe you. Come now, do not begin to 
tremble again, and fancy yourſelf in the 
clutches of a ſecond Lord Hazleford 
Trank knows that I may be truſted .. 
„ That you may, Harry,“ ſaid he, 
« «I will. anſwer for it and I wiſh from 
my foul, that youth and innocence might 
never want ſo honourable a protector.“ 
„ O! lord, ſir -- Well drive home, 
and reſerve ſome of your ſine ſpeeches 
for your beautiful rib, to whom pray 
preſent my compliments, and tell 
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her 1 mean to kiſs her fair hands on 
Wedneſday next.” 

His friend expreſſed an anxious 1 
chat he would fulfil his promiſe, to 7 
which he returned him no anſwer ; but 
twitching me in his arms, leaped into 
the ſtreet, before I was aware of his in- 
tention. Indeed, at that moment, I 
ſcarcely thought I was capable of con- 
veying myſelf ; but neceſſity is a taſk- 

_ maſter, which calls forth all our powers, 
and ſoon made me ſenſible of the un- 
ſuſpected ſtrength, with which Provi- 


dence had beneficently endowed me. 


Muſt I confeſs to you, that notwithſtand- 
ing the cauſe I had to place an unlimited 
confidence in his integrity, yet the vola- 
tile manner of this amiable ſtranger 
excited in my mind a groveling diſtruſt 
of his ſincerity, and literally made me 
for a moment apprehend, that I had 
fallen into the company of a ſecond Lord 
Hazleford; and had only been reſcued 
from one danger to be entangled in _ 
For. HW, 8 another; 3 
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another; - but. bin ea my. fenth. 
ments, and from the moſt cautious deli- 


85 cacy relieved me from the idea. Indeed, 


little cauſe had I to add imaginary evils 
to thoſe with which eruel W had 
900 unſparingly ſupplied me. 
. Tf it be poſſible, conceive. 1 8 were 
my ſenſations, when, after having rapped 
violently and repeatedly at Mrs. Craven's 
door, in which we were aſſiſted by the 
watch, we were at length- convinced 
that no admittance was to be obtained: 
though this circumſtance was eaſily ac- 
counted for, -by her abſence, and the 
deafneſs of old Catharine, her only ſer- 
vant, it was no leſs diſtreſſing on my 
part; and Heaven only knows what 


IT would have become of me, had it not 


been for the conſiderate attention of my 
noble, but ill- fated, companion. 
„ Merciful God!“ exclaimed 1, in 
an agony, « what is to be done ? I 
know no where to go—T have not one 
L friend 1 in the univerſe to take me in.” 
. Poor 


© 95. 7 

Poor thing!“ ſaid he, compaſſion- 
ately, would that I could ſerve you as 
ET wiſh! I know, a young ſoldier at ſuch 
an hour as this is not the moſt deſirable 
protector for a modeſt girl; and at this 
ſeaſon. I have not a friend in town to 
place you with. My own lodgings, 
therefore, are the only aſylum I can 
offer yow:. but if you will venture to 
confide in me, upon my ſoul, if there 
is any faith in man, I will not abuſe the 
truſt, No, I have too high a venera- - 
tion for virtue, ever to olfer it any vio- i: 
lence.“ 

My gratitude for this benevolent 7. 
ks was not of a nature eaſily to be 
expreſſed; and at that juncture I was 
unequal even to the effort; but I gave 
him my hand, and ſilently de jour- 
ney (I think I may be allowed to call it 
ſo) of above two miles; and with a 
guide, who, as he Nane confeſſed, 
though he would not betray his igno- 
rance at the time, afraid of increaſing 


86% my 
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my uneaſineſs, was very little acquainted 
with the firſt part of the road which we 
were to travel. The weather too, which 
had before been ſhowery, now became 
ſo bad, as to be an additional concern. 
The rain, which was accompanied with 
pale flaſhes of lightning and diſtant 


8 thunder, deſcended in ſuch torrents as 


I ſcarcely recollect having ſeen before; 
and, amindſt theſe accumulated diffcul- 
5 ties, the hope of meeting a diſengaged 
conveyance was almoſt entirely out of 
the queſtion; yet the hurry of the pre- 
ſent moment did not ſo far obliterate 
the idea of my paſt deliverance from 
infamy and ruin, as to ſuffer the exiſt- 
- ence of a repining thought. On the 
"contrary, the miraculous eſcape I had 
juſt experienced had ſtrengthened my 
faith, and implanted in my ſoul a firm 
reliance on the omnipreſence of the 
Deity. Invigorated by this perſuaſion, 
1 ſet out with a degree of confidence 


which, under ſuch exigencies, 2 


_ bets 


(% 1): 


could have inſpired ; but alas! whatever 
may be its internal ſuccour, bodily 
ſtrength will ſink under the preſſure of 


bodily fatigue; and in this caſe the for- 
mer proved very inadequate to the latter: 
and before I had dragged my tottering 


limbs above half way to the place of our 
deſtination, it was overcome, infomuch 


that I was obliged to reſt myſelf on ſome 
ſtone ſteps, down which the rain was 


pouring at the ſame time; but as my 
clothes were thoroughly drenched be- 
fore, that was a matter but of little mo- 


ment, and ere I had long availed myſelf 
of this poor, uncomfortable refuge, cruel 
fortune, wearied with Its perſecutions, 


condeſcended to bring a vehicle to my 


relief.---How my heart bounded at the 


appearance of a chairman's lanthorn at 
the corner of a ſtreet! my benevolent 


guide flew with delight to ſecure me the 
uſe of the much · needed and opportune 


conveyance, to which it. belonged ; he 
Fae 03” . Juckily 
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| luckily found it diſengaged ; and, having 
taken effectual meaſures to obtain the 
conſent of the owners, notwithſtanding 
the objectionable ſtate of my apparel, he 
placed me in it, and attended me by its 
ide. When we arrived at our journey's 
. end, however, and a difficulty preſented 
- Itſelf, ſimilar to that which we had be- 
fore encountered at Mrs. Craven's, he 
diſcovered an iraſcibility of temper, 
which only ſerved to prove what has been 
ſo often unqueſtionably alledged, that 
perfection is not to be the portion of hu- 
man nature: - but the appearance of a 


bas light, with the turning of a key, inſtantly 


compoſed his ſpirits, and re-animated 
mine. Yet, that a female, half. clothed, 
and half a fleep, ſhould have been ſuf- 
fered to leave her bed in the middle of 

the night, when there were any of the 


other ſex near enough to have taken the 


trouble off her hands, was a grievous 
5 offence to his int 3 
N What 


4's #4 a 
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% What is not my fellow in the houſe ? 
exclaimed he, that you have been ob- 
liged to open the door yourſelf ?” 
0] es, your honour, Iſe called him 
two or three times; but a ſaid, as how 
your honour bad, him get up early in 
the morning, and take the horſes a'ter 
you, and that he vould not be diſturbed, 
not he—if ſo be even that the houſe vas 
on fire about his ears.“ „ 
« Confound the idle raſcal ſaid his 
maſte well may it be lamented, that 
the age of chivalry is gone by. But my 
good girl, have you ever a well-aired 
bed, with ſome dry night-clothes to of- 
fer this poor damſel? You ſee what, a 
_ dripping condition ſhe is in.? | 
Aye marry, but ſhe will take! no ; 
harm Iſe varrant---It is nothing new to 
fich as ſhe, to be out in the rain---Vhat ? 
you vould not bring her into the houſe; 
vould you ?---Vhy miſtreſs vould 89 diff 
tracted for e, 7 


Wee; ol hang 5 


Ca) 


40. O hang your miſtreſs. ne ver mind 


her.-IIere is ſomething to remove your 


ſcruples, and teach you to be good-na- f 


tured,” ſaid he, putting money in her 
hand.. This young woman is very 

different from what the appears to be ; 
' ſhe is. much your ſuperior, let me tell 


vou; and as ſuch, therefore, 1 Nan 0 


her to be treated.“ | 
Vell then, ſince. your bonour is 
kind; if you vill ſay nothing about it, 
ſhe may have Benny the prentice's 
bed, vich i is juſt. as he left it. He _ Z 
| ſent home yeſterday, vith the ſmall-pox.” 
Have you ever had the diforder ?'? 
1 conſiderately neee the humane 
ſtranger. . Keb 
c yes, ; ab HBP Tu feebly RY 
ing againſt the banniſter, nor could 
any ſuch danger appear formidable 


enough 


could not enen ano- 
ther ſyllable. 


ing: 


— 


3 Come, come, aid 3 kindly, 
> og 1 e no ftreagth to ws in talk- 


ic wor ) 
ing: truſt me with your arm once more; 
I Vill ſupport you up ſtairs; Mrs. Betty 5 
mall be our guide, and when arrived at 
your chamber door, ſtealing only one 
ſatlue in return for the little ſervices T | 
have been ſo fortunate as to render you, 
I will take my leave, earneſtly wiſhing 
you the full enjoyment of that calm re- 
poſe to which conſcious Innocence has 
the only claim“. ? 

Thus tenderly he ben himſelf, 
and his actions were conformable to his 
promiſes. Good Heavens! that it mould 
be my hard fate to deprive the world of 
ſuch a noble ornament! But I will per. 
form the taſk I have impoſed upon my- 
ſelf. -A grief not reſted on the breaſt of 

WES commiſerating friendſhip, is the only 
one I have not m been infruced to 
endure. 
As we paſſed a room on \ the firſt "Ny 
we heard ſomebody, in a tremulous voice, : 
calling out, Lord a mercy, who is 
there? Then in a louder tone, and 
8 5 ſhrill 
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chill pipe of a terrified females thieyes! | 
thieves !---murder ! murder? 
hy, laws fir!” cried our condu & 
refs, 4 nothing at all is the matter, only 
the Captain is come home again. 
That's vell. -I never vas ſo fighte 5 
in 1 all my life before.“ 
Ihe Captain, then tapping at he tbe 
1 as he paſſed, politely apologiſed for hav- 
ing diſturbed the quiet of the k at 
ſuch an unfeaſonable hour, 65 | 
„ O! dear, fir, do not ſay a. vord;! 
aid the lady, Iam waſtly glad you 
are returned; vee never thinks: ourſelves 
ſafe, vhen you are abſence. 
Izhe little cloſet, in. which IL was 6 
paſs the night, or rather the remainder | 
of it, for it was very far advanced, 
ſeemed to me a refuge from every earthly 
ill; andI no ſooner entered it, than I 
caſt myſelf upon my knees, to pour forth 
ttuthe effuſions of a dern dee ain 5 
alder 


% 


Indeed, at [ OPT that night 
85 with more devotion than ever I did be- 
fore. Ought we to repine under the 
the heavieſt ſtrokes of adverſity in this 
world, when perhaps they are the moſt 
certain enſurements of enen in the p. 
next? is 5 
When this A was beende 1 
| babes to diveſt myſelf, as faſt as I was 
able, of my clinging, uncomfortable ha- 
biliments, in which employment 1 had 
not proceeded far when I was again ac- 
coſted by the now obſequious Mrs. Betty, 
bringing with her an acceptable change 
of linen, and a large tumbler. of ſome 


| 7 potent beverage, with the Captain's en- 


treaties that I would drink it to his health. 
Under "ſuch an injunction, I believe 
poiſon itſelf, at that inſtant, would have 
been irreſiſtible. But its effects were of 
a different nature; ſo far from being 


* injurious, I am fully perſuaded that to : | 5 


this benign and judicious precaution, 
the preſervation of my health, if not 


2 
* 


* 
# * 4 


ſtrength of liquor, to which I was wholly 
unaccuſtomed, counteracted the ill con- 
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my life nel, may: be arcibbcnl "ths 


ſequences of the ſtorm to which I had 


| been expoled ; and in a few minutes 
after I had laid my aching limbs upon 


the bed, my hurried ſenſes partook of 


their repoſe; and the diſtrefling ſcenes 


of this memorable night were ſo totally 
_ obliterated, that when I was awakened 
the next morning, at ten o'clock, it was 


with ſome difficulty that 1 recalled to 


mind any ideas of what had paſſed, even 
fo far as to account for the fituation i in 
— high I found myſelf. . _” | 

The maid, it ſeemed, ei ed hg : 
a times, ineffeQually, to rouge me; 


for her miſtreſs had been informed of 


the adventure, and felt greatly hurt by 
the ſuppoſition that a bad woman had : 
taken ſhelter under ber roof. 
_ *©Pfaith, but you vill have it, wide 
Betty, < miſtreſs is in a fine taking 


* forſooth—And the ſwears you ſhi'n't 


eſcape 


. 
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A Un be Ne biv 7 you, a good 
talking to. Come, come, bellir your- 
felf—It is high time, methinks, that you 
ſhould take your ſhare of the hubbub, 
you have kfcked up th” den, tk 
© J am very Worry,” returhed I,” 
« that my misfortunes ſhould have oc- 
caſioned any diſturbance in the family 

—but the Captain will convince” — 

„ The Captain, truly !” interrupted, 
the, «I vonders at your impudence, for 

my part Vhy the Captain has been 

gone abroad this hour ago, and may 
not be here again to-day, mayhap ; or 
ii ſo be as he vas, vhat vould that ſin- 
nify? ſich gemmen as hey by” r Lady, 
thinks no more of ſich drabs as Wu bur 
juſt for their own pleafure = 
I could not reſtrain a ſigh at the 25 ; 
merited implication, though I knew 
that contention would be fruitleſs unger ; 
he" preſent unfavourable appearances. 
The abſence ** 19 revered deliygger Fre 
Vor. III. ” ſeemed == 
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* 
ſeemed to portend * calamith 


%_ which 


I had before efffertained | a melancholy 


preſag e. 


1 on 155 me, 1 beſeech you} tell me 


* 


N Not l, ” faid "the, 
Wan I have all 
houſe to do, and you think I muſt trifle 


the vork of the 


my time away with you to be ſure--- 


Come make haſfes and dreſs - yourſelf, 
you had beſt, for you vill not be har- 
boured here all the day I aſſure you. 

But do you hear?” turning back, < hen 
you go downſtairs,” you muſt tap at the 
parlqur door, Miſtreſs ſays, as how- 
4 the has a meſſage for you, and 1 var- 
rant you vill Have it in full tune,” * oy 
lo uſea all the expedition in my power, 
and had the ſatisfaction to perceive, that 

 _ the girl, notwithſtanding the return of 
er. pertneſs and. A had had 
the h 


from their tattered anddorlorh A 1 


it an alen inlurmounkable dif. 
ficulty | 


1 * 1 = tell you f 
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goin to adjuſt them with tolerable de- 
cency. My gown, which was of muſ- 
linet, bought with the money - "ty 
me, as wages by the wickgd Mrs. Thomp- 
ſon, was above half torn out of the 
| Plaits, one ſleeve almoſt ripped away, 
my apron rent acroſs, ſo that it hung 
together only by "the hems, and my hat, 
which was of the Dunſtable manufacture, 
loſing its lining, with the crown partly 
ſeparating from the brim. In addition 
to theſe grievances, my arm was become 
moſt excruciatingly painful; I had much 
reaſon to apprehend that there were 
fome pieces of glaſs ſtill remaining in 
the fleſh” My face too had been con- 
ſiderably bruiſed, and my noſe had bled. 
Tou will ſcarcely give credit to the aſ. 
fertion, when I aſſure you, that owing, as 
I ſuppoſe, to the horror of the moment, 
of the two laſt- mentioned diſaſters, I 
woas entirely inſenſible till a three-cor- 
nered bit of a broken looking-glaſs pre- 1 
8 lented to my view the moſt lamentable 
n T's. | phyſigomy | 


8 1 ever . A little 
water, however, which 1 found in a 
black cup, in which there were ſome 
witherſhg honeyſuckles and jeſſamine, 
enudled me to remove ſome of theſe 
melancholy veſtiges; but you will na- 
| rally ſuppoſe, that a conſiderable time 


| . was neceſſary to render myſelf an object 


ſit to pay my reſpects in the parlour, or 
likely to paſs unmoleſted through the 
ſtreets; even had not the aching of my 
arm, and the dread of my viſit (for I 
really was ſimple enough to be afraid of 
the khreatened reſentment of my inhoſ- 
paitable hoſteſs) been ſupernumerary ob. 
ſtacles to my progreſs. When the taſk | 
Was at laſt performed, however, I fallied 
forth to engage in an interview, which 
probably might have been evaded ; but 
the intimation of a meſſage, which could 
only have been left for me by him, 
whom I eſteemed my guardian angel, 
was an allurement powerful enough to 


* pee N other conſidexation. 
After 


| "After rite in purſuatiee of ift. 


8 ay 8 inſtructions, given a gentle ſig- 
nal of my arrival at the door, and been 
ordered to open it in an authoritative 
tone, 1 found a little old man, with a 


Worſted night- cap on of various eolouf, 
and his ſtockings ungartered, ſitting on 
one ſide of the breakfaſt. table; for, late 
as it was, the tea-equipage was not with- 
drawn, and'a fat, vulgar-looking woman 
on the other. | 

O ho! you are Amed at laſt, ” 
faid. the latter, are you? But, indbed; l 
for my part, * only vonder how you 
"have had the affurance to come at all. 5 
Vhat buſins had you to enter my houſe 
laſt night, like a robber, as I ſuppoſe 
you is? Anſwer me that, huſſey.“ 5 15 

None at all, indeed,“ ſaid F, trem- 

bling, “but the natural wiſh-of avoid. 


th ing the inclemency of the weather,” “ 


„ And pray let me ax you,“ ſaid the 
nue man in the night-cap, what bu- 
3} T 3 | fins 
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- Ba you Has out. af your own 1 in 
. the inclemency of the weather ?” __ 
„ Huſband, do not talk like »fool, 3 
aid the genie-women ; © I ſhall i interpo- * 
late the girl properly myſelf. Pay do 
Fou know that, you are alienable to jul- 
3 tice for this offence? ( Aye, marry, 
al nʒd vee could hang you if vee choſe 
I knows the law wery vell: breaking 
Into people's houſes in the dead of night 
is burglarous, let me tell you; and every 
thing that is eren, is a e 


matter.“ . - * 
= 6 Indeed,” ſaid 2 ce the 88 F 
who brought me here ; 


e The gentleman who brought you 
here! ' repeated ſhe, with a ſcream of 
affected modeſty; do not go for to 
ſhock my ears with any of your wile in- 
ſanity. The gentleman, indeed ! Vell, 

F . | alack-a-day! nobody is vithout their 

T failings, Ife ſure Iſe never forget him, 

1 * he ſent ſo 5 to deſire to 
l N pak 


ws |) 
| ſpeak: to me e before [ vas out ob m my bel | 
this morning. Vhat a fluſteration I vas 


in, to make myſelf fit to be ſeen - then 
how prettily he apologized for the ad- 


vantage he had taken of my good-na- 


ture — though indeed I do not think he 
ſaid half ſo much as he ought to have 
done; but he knowed wery vell that he 
vas talking to a wartuous voman, to 
vhom ſich a ſubject mult be infinitively 
diſtreſſing; ſo to cut the matter as ſhort 
as he could, I am going out immedi. 
ently, ſaid he, nor does I know vhen I 
may return. . 
„ That is right, ” ſaid T. 0 dw 


get out of harm's vay as faſt as ever 


you can. Dear heart] the beſt- diſpoſed 
perſon may be overcome by falling into 
bad company; but it is to deſiſt in a 
crime, that makes all the vickedneſs of 

it, ſays 1; and I am ſure he vas con- 


Vinced of the viſdom of my adwice, 


h for he dud As not von Hyllable, 1 nei- 


- 7 r 
* 
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leave Ye U al this money behind him, 
though I ſaid all I could againſt it.— F 

Laws! ſays I, it is nothing at all but 
| encouraging” idleneſs and wice : but he 
is as generous a as a prince ; and young” 
people, as Iſe ſee, vill never: profit by. no 
experience but vhat they pay for.? 
1 > 66 Here,” ſaid the old man "ar 
once more to take a ſhare in the con- 


5 verſation— . here it is, girl, ſw offering 


me ſome gold, that lay on the table- 
cloth —eight ſolid, heavy guineas, I af 
ſure you. Vell, though it IS but 111- _ . 
ten pelf, for certain, if you. makes a 
good uſe of it“ - 
„ Hold your tonjrue;. 4; lay; 
claimed his tender help- mate, “and ay | 
the money down again! let her fetch it 
herſelf, if ſhe vill haye it, in the name 
of patience! Vho knows how a body 
might be conbatenated by the touch of 
ſuch a filthy creature? 
I am aſhamed to acknowledge, chat, 
| * as Was undoubtedly this ge- 
a nerous 


nerous ſupply, under my unhappy cir- 

_ acumſtances, my pride revolted againſt 

the acceptance of it. Yet, little time 
as I had to deliberate in this bumiliating 
ſituation, an idea ſtruck me that a re- 


fuſal might be miſconſtrued into a diſ- 


truſt of the honour of the donor, which 


- ſucceſsfully combated all my ſeruples in 
an inſtant: I ſilently pocketed bp dona- *; ol 
tions of thankfulneſs, almoſt te to 
thoſe with which I had entered it the 
night before. My retreat, however, did 


tion, and quitted the houſe 


not paſs unhonoured by the mild re- 


monſtrances of its amiable miſtreſs. 


There, there, get about your bu- 


fins,” ſaid ſhe, and take care never to. 
be found hankering about this houſe 


again on your apparel, for it the Cap- 
tain does not trounce you, take my 
vord for it I vill.“ She proceeded 
with the ſame kind of low, illiberal in- 
vective, till I was out of hearing, which 


I took care to be as ſoon is 1 


. ME neatly 
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indes ſo great was my ebrifalldhi Fa 
_ eagerneſs to get away, that I had actually 3 
rambled into the Haymarket, before it 
once occurred to me, that the only D 
means I had to inform myſelf. of the 
name of my benefactor, was to have re- 
membered the ſituation of his lodgings; 
but it was in vain to turn back, for 1 
knew ng more of the road which T had 
come, than 1 did of that which I was 
going; and a ſtand of coaches, which 
1 fortunately reached in the midſt of 
this dilemma, relieved me from one 
part of my perplexity, and expeditiouſly 
* gratified me with the happineſs of being 
once again beneath the humble, but 
highly. reſpected, roof of a ſincere friend: 
but alas! the valued affection of this 
a niable woman is a bleſſing which Lhold 


on ſo precarious a tenure, that I know 


not whether the reflection be moſt re- 
plete with pain or conſolation. She is 
not yet returned, and the cauſe of her 
1 continuance in the country, as I appre· 
$ | | henfled, 


* - 
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. Wa Was a ſudden encreaſe of her in- 
diſpoſition. She kindly wrote, or rather | 
dictated, a letter to me, in anſwer to a 
meſſage, in which I informed her of as 
much of my adventures as could con- 
; veniently be ſo tranſmitted, for writing 


was entirely out of my power, till all 


the bits of glaſs were extracted from 


my arm, which was effected, though not 


without conſiderable pain, on Friday. 
But 0 Julia! the diſmal contents of 
your letter have engrafted in my heart 
a thorn, which neither time nor art will 
be able to eradicate. The public papers 
too haye ſerved to corroborate your too 
well authenticated intelligence. Impru- 
dently aſſiduous to complete my own 


miſery, I deſired old Catherine to pro- 


cure me one, and almoſt the firſt para- 
graph I ſaw, if I can muſter the reſo. ; 


lution to tranſcribe it, ran as follows: 
„ This morning a duel was fought 


at Hyde Park Corner, between Lord 
[—d and Harten pow of his Majeſty's - 
* 5 —  G—_ regiment N 
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5 Are e wa in wbich the” 
; latter received a mortal wound, and ex- 
pired upon the ſpot. 
Though the cauſe . above un- 
frortunate engagement Was a diſpute 
about a girl of the town, wot” reffecting 
much credit on either party, yet it is 
Vith real concern that we announce the 
melancholy conſequences of the diſpute, 
0 the public; the deceaſed having been 


: a young Monde of very promiſing 


abilities, and, excepting only this one 
fatal inſtance of youthful. een, 
of an unblemiſhed character.“ 
Excepting only this one fatal inflance of 
yoithful indiſeretion ! Ol! Julia, was I 
born only for the deltrutlion of thoſe 
whom every worthy principle compels 
me to revere? Haye I nothing but death 
and infamy to return for the tender im- 
pulſes of pity? Yet there is an All. ſee- 
ing Eye, which penetrates into the in- 
moſt purpoſes of the ſoul; and though 
the misjudging world may ſo miſrepre- 
F 1 ſent 


— 


0 N 


young: man E 


ec He died—but not as laviſh of his blood, 
„ Or thinking death itſelf was ſimply good; 


„ Both. life and death the ſtricteſt virtue tried, 


«6 And as that call'd, he gladly liv'd or eg ” 


e the Monkey of my Hig will 
- ere long eftect the On an, o 
my ſpirits. 


Have I not done TON FEY in 58 


my ſad ſtory (notwithſtanding the many 


days it has employed) with ſome degree 
ol preciſion, when ſuch was to be the 


cruel concluſion of it? I am now be- 


reft of every hope; even death itſelf 


approaches now in formidable array; 
for how muſt I meet the Port of him 


whom I have murdered ? . 1 
I talk of dying, but it is . * 


| have accuſtomed myſelf to hope for . 
peãce in the boſom of the earth, which _ 
Vol. III. TY I can 


len an action, a8 to a it blaſt the 
4 reputation which it ſhould immortalize, 
it will be found e regiſtered in 
the. Heaven's Chancery,” Dear, ill-fated 


E 
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P can never more hag: to experience on 


its ſurface. During the life of my be- 
loved parental friend, though I had for- 


feited her affection, yet as a child of 


misfortune, 1 thought I might (till pre- 


— 9 + 
* 


ſerve ſome claim on her benevolence. 
Death, at the diſtance in which I view 
it, appears a benefit I cannot but feel . 


anxious to obtain: perhaps on a near 1 
approach, it might aſſume the horrors © * 
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with which it commonly attacks man- 
kind; for I ſpeak with ſincerity equal 
to the aſtoniſhment it excites : my con- 
ſtitution baffles all its enemies, and 
Teens enured to the trials it encounters. 
Vou may poſſibly be able to learn the 
name of Lord Hazleford's unfortunate 
antagoniſt ; if you do, I beſeech you in- 
form me of it: it cannot aſſuage my 
anguiſh, or eraſe from my memory the 
_—_ incidents which have gone 
by; yet it would gratify a wiſh formed 
on the firſt Knowledge of his worth 
the only one indeed, ——_— the re- 
oy 1 e ern 


. 
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turn of health to Mins en which 
now exiſts within my breaſt. Might 1 
not, Julia, from ſuch a repreſentation 
of my feelings, be eſteemed an enviable 
being ; for are there many, who like 
myſelf, can honeſtly declare, they have _ 
but two wiſhes unaccompliſhed ?. Alas! 
my friend, the abſence of hope renders 
Voifſnes ſuch unneceſſary agents, it would 
be vain to retain them in our ſervice. 


Farewel my dear friend; let com 


Weng cheriſh in your boſom that love 
which tenderneſs implanted in it, for 
Jour no leſs affectionate than unfortu- 


nate friend, 1 5 
SELIMA WORTHY. 
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I Want not, mw welt to Theater that 
1 were not to experience ſuch a ſtimu- 
lative as compaſſion, to keep alive the ; 
ove which your merit has long ago im- 
n breaſt; where it has taken 
too deep a root to be ſubject to the con- 
; tingencies of a wayward fate. 
To anſwer your letter circumſtan- 
' tially, would be to renew the wounds 
inflicted by the mournful incidents that 


it recounts : you will, therefore, I hope, 


_ excuſe my paſſing it briuly over, in- 
forming you only, in conſequence of 
| your 


(221) 


your inquiries, that the name of the | 
unfortunate young man, who ſo nobly 
exerted himſelf in behalf of diſtreſſed 
innocence, was Taylor. In the firſt 
place I interrogated Bouvais, whether 
ſhe had ever heard her friend mention 
any viſitor in Clarges-ſtreet, anſwering 
to the deſcription of your deliverer, the 
initial of whoſe ſurname was the letter 
T: to which ſhe replied, that ſhe very 
well remembered a violent diſturbance 
concerning a flirtation' between Lady 
Alicia and a Captain Taylor, apparently 
engaged in on the part of the former, 
merely to excite the jealouſy of Lord 
Hazleford; and even produced two let- 
ters which treated on the ſubje& without 
"reſerve : and to corroborate her inte!li- 
gence, amongſt ſome newſpapers which 
have been throw into the nurſery ſince 
her ladyſhip eloped, and my poor ; 
ther's mind has been wholly occupied _ 
- with. domeſtic affliction, I found a para- 


TK 6; 3 graph 


( 25. 15 


ws graph abe to ON. PR you 7 
. tranſcribed, beginning thus: 
We are ſorry to inform our read- 
5 ers, that the mother of Captain Taylor, 
the young gentleman who was lately 


2 Eilled in a duel occaſioned by an illicit 


correſpondence with his friend's wife, 
is ſo inconſolable for the loſs of her fa- 
vorite ſon, that ſhe is not expected lane 


do ſurvive the loſs,” 


The remainder. was 3 of a 
| heap of illiberal calumnies, of which 
your grateful e would as brook the 


0 repetition, 6 


_ My father has not yet ad > me 
: into his preſence ;. and, what is a ſtill 


more afflicting circumſtance, ' he has 
iſſued the moſt peremptory orders, that 


the poor babe (who, being innocent of 
his mother's crimes, ought ſurely to be 


- - exempted from the juſt reſentment they 


have incurred) ſhall cautiouſly be kept 
from every place in which he may poſſi- 


( 


ly become obnoxious to his father's: 
eye. Perhaps the firſt attack of exceſ- 


ſive grief, when the ſenſes are over- 
whelmed and reaſon dethroned, till time 
and reflexion ſhall reſtore them to a due 

balance of power over the mind, may 


be a ſufficient excuſe for the greateſt ir- 


rationality of conduct. Poor man! his 
preſent ſituation calls for compaſſion, 


and is certainly calculated to ſtiflle every 


oppoſite ſentiment. Yet this ſmiling 


infant! becauſe he never has known, 
nor ever will be ſenſible of, the bleſſings 


of a mother's love, muſt he be without 


a father too? The dear creature! he 


is become accuſtomed to my, tears, and 
only laughs if they happen to fall upon 


his face: — there is ſomething ſo peculi- 


arly affecting in the conſideration of his 


deſerted ſtate, that 1 can ſcarcely r . 


_ almoſt always with me. He loves me 


better than his nurſe, and I am prouder 
of his partiality than even a coquette 
2 , would 


1 


1 
1 
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would be on the dine of ; a new : 


_ admirer. 


Surrounded a as you are, my dear WO 


with the frightful © miniſters“ of ill 

fortune, do not induſtriouſly anticipate 
- thoſe, which at leaſt are ati; 
and which ſome bleſſed turn of fate may 


; COT avert. . With regard to the 


Uneſs of your eſteemed: friend Mrs. Cra- 


ven, I truſt your apprehenſions are too 


3 acute.—I think I have heard that aſth. 


1 


. matical complaints are not ſo dangerous 
28 they are painful; and I flatter myſelf 


- It} my * proved ſo 1 in Oy: Gar in- 
LE 5 Jeu not, FTE as prone to 


give your friends too favourable an im- 


.- 


| preſſion of your own health, as you are 


1 


to receive the reverſe of theirs? I con- 
feſs, on this ſubject, you do not poſſeſs 


— 


my unlimited confidence —yet it is a 


mercy, for which 1 am truly thankful, 


that you have the fortitude but to gu 


8 —... . 


diſtance, 


0 226 5 
The opportune ſupply, which 1 ſulpeck, 


from the particularity of the ſum, had 


ſuffered a diminution from the delicate 


hands through which it paſſed, and in 
ance: of which your faſtidi- 
ous ſcruples almoſt provoked me beyond 


the accex 


patience, will, 1 fear, be nearly EX 


hauſted by the time you have anſwered 
the demands of the ſurgeon for the cure 


of your arm; and I, alas! have nothing 


in the world to ſend you, except my 


watch. It was my mother's, but it ſhalt 


be at your ſervice the firſt moment that 


you have occaſion for it, and I moſt 
earneſtly adjure you to be ſincere.” Were 
that dear parent now alive, I ſhould r not 


be obliged to relinquiſh it for the relief 5 


of 5 beloved and unfortunate friend. 


Bleſs you, my dear Selima : Would 
chat your happineſs bore any degree c of 
proportion to the ardent wiſhes of your | 


ere Fiend, * 
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n da > in conformity with 
the wiſhes of Mrs. Craven, as well as 
my own earneſt inclination, I accom- 
pained her brother-in-law in his market- 
cart to Paddington. Little did 1 think 
it was to take a laſt farewel of my ve- - 
nerable and benevolent friend: but there 
is no room for flattery left. Vet the 
poor ſufferer happily flatters herſelf, and 
not only talked of returning to her ſhop, 
but was actually ſettling ſeveral plans 
with me for our mutual advagtage in 


future; j but alas a confirmed dropſy 


'E 227 ) 


has ſucceeded the aſthmatical diſorder, 
which your affectionate ſolicitude made 
you hope was not of a dangerous ten- 
dency, and encreaſes ſo rapidly, as to 


preclude che lighteſt probability of her 
exiſtence many days. 


Iwſoon perceived a ſecond viſit "Bak 


me would not be acceptable to ſome of 
the family ſhe is with, though it Was 
the wiſh of the worthy creature that I 
| ſhould remain with her, and I longed 
to give her a teſtimony of my gratitude 
and regard, by whatever trifling ſervices 
it might be in my power to render her: 
but we were not to be gratified ; the 
frigid looks of the miſtreſs of the houſe, 


with an apparent jealouſy of her ſiſter's 


6 attention towards me, left me no alter- 
native whatever, and on the inſtant of 
my intimating a readineſs to return home, 
the ſame vehicle which brought me there 
was at the door to convey me back 

again; and a moſt melancholy ride I 
had. ee to ſuppreſs my grief in the 

preſence 7 
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bes preſence of my nearly expiring friend, 


no wonder that it broke forth with 

double violence when all reſtraint was 
removed, nor, when you conſider the 
dreary proſpetts which ſurrounded me 
wal. of diſ- i 
treſs, can you be ſurpriſed that many 


under this threatened rene 


gloomy i images would pervade my mind? 
_ Suffer not, my deareſt friend, a ſs 
noble ſentiment to mingle itſelf with | the 


dutiful ſubmiſſion which you owe your 
father. 5 Sympathy and commiſeration 
are the tributes which his unhappy ſtate 
demands tributes which cannot but 
flow ſpontaneouſly from the gentle bo- 


i ſom of his affectionate daughter. 
. well might you criticiſe the ac- 


tions of a maniac through the ſteady 
medium of reaſon or- philoſophy, as 
judge the conduet of an injured huſ- 
band, a deſerted lover, by the cool and 
ü moderate dictates of an uninflamed 
mind. Obſerve his commands with an 
unmurmuring obedience, and time will 


enſure 


Tt a9 ) 


enſure you a reward. Happineſs begins 
to dawn upon you: let her not be un- 
graciouſſy received, or repulſed by the 
: eagerneſs of your graſp. ? 
I thank you, from the centre of my 
heart, for the liberality with which you 
wiſh to ' mitigate the ſorrows of your 
friend; but poverty has not yet reduced 
me to that meanneſs of ſpirit which 
could alone permit me to deprive you 
of what no cireumſtance could ever en- 
able me to return. No; when you can 
Jerve me, without any diſſervice to your- 
felf, I will no longer ſqueamiſhly decline 
the benefit of your good offices, or ob. 
ſtinately withhold from you the gratifi- 
cation which I am ſenſible they would 


at the ſame time impart. But as for ac- 


cepting a token of affection bequeathed 


by 'a dying parent 'to his infant child, 
no poſſible exigence ſhould ever induce 


but I truſt I have faid enough to con- 


vince you that on this ſubject ol am im- 
: We W 91 þ 
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2 It has appeared very ſtrange to me, 
as often as the ſubject has recurred to 


my thoughts, that with the clothes ſo 


carefully remitted to me by Mrs. Wood- 
ley I did not receive my watch and ring, 
the firſt the preſent of my dear benefac- 


treſs, the other of Lady Kitely. There 


was e, e ee very unac- 
every thing. is for the belt. How 0004 
1, without a breaking heart, have availed 
; myſelf of the temporary relief the value 

of them would have afforded me? They 
might probably have prolonged my ſuf- 
feerings, but they could not have Pre 
Vater . 
Dreading the thoughts of once more 
incurring an expence to which my 
finances were not adequate, I ſubmitted 
my wounds implicitly at the firſt to the 
cure of old Catherine, who eſteems her- 
ſelf a very ſkilful doctreſs. I had; how- 
ever, the ill- luck to experience that - 
woman's opinion of herſelf may poſſi- 


- 


« bly be erroneous, and was very near pay- 
ing for the diſcovery at no lels a price 


than the loſs of my arm; for a mortifi- 


cation muſt very ſoon have enſued, had 
I not applied to a better ſurgeon ; who, 
though I took the precaution to inform 


him of my poverty, cruelly refuſed to 


undertake the cure without a promiſe of 
five guineas, threatening me at the ſame 


time with the horrors of amputation, as 
the certain conſequences of any longer 
i neglect, owing to the injudicious man- 
ner in which it had hitherto been 
treated. What was to be done? The 
uſe of a limb was infinitely more valu- 
able to me than life itſelf. Had the lat- 
ter, indeed, been at once the object, I 
fear I ſhould not have parted with my 
money to have preſerved it. But it is not 
all gone, and I yet flatter myſelf I ſhall 
be able to work ban Lam entirely deſ- 
titute. 


I have given you a an ample ſpecimen 


of my ability to hold my pen. Wiieng 
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to you ſeems to be more neceſſary to me 
than my daily bread. I did myſelf ſome 
miſchicf by it notwithſtanding; ; and 
though the wound is in a far leſs irrita- 
ble ſtate than when I wrote laſt, I know 
you would not. have me ee A repeti- 
tion of the error. . 3 
Farewel, my ſweet Julia. 4 will a not 
Pein becauſe it is far beyond my abi. 
lities, ro ſay how much I: am your, He | 
ö donde friend, eee 
„ 5 sT A WORTHY. PA 
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' LETTER cxIII. 


MISS WESTBURNE\ | 
10 


 8ELIMA, 


Wurrn ſhall 1 forgive myſelf for - 
having been the means of adding to 
your pain? Why would you write ſo 

much ; what miſtaken zeal could prompt : 
you to injure Fae, tor the gratifica- 
tion of your friend? 
Muy breaſt is at this moment torn. 
with more anxiety on your account than 
ever; yet though my fears for you are 
acute, fair ſmiling Hope now and then. 
| ſhoots a ray acroſs my mind, and bids 
me not deſpair ; but alas! the charming 
a ſoother reſts on ſo unſolid. a founda- 
DE” 3 bon, 
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tion, that ſhe cannot long maintain her 
ground, and often leaves me in the full 


poſſeſſion of her dreary foe ; for, to quit 


an attempt at figurative language, which 
is little accordant with my preſent ſen- 
ſations, I have to repeat to you, that 1 
amm ſtill loathſome to the ſight of my 
only parent, ſtill commanded to avoid 
his preſence, and my poor innocent 
companion, who, though no partaker of 
my offences, or thoſe of her to whom 
it is his misfortune to be ſtill more nearly 


allied, is nevertheleſs a ſharer in the un- 
natural proſcription. May I not term 


it ſo Selima, without any groſs infringes 
"ment of the laws of filial duty ? 


Do not deſpiſe me for this weakneſs; 


had I been a ſingle ſufferer, believe me 


I never ſhould have fallen 1 into” it; but 
when I reflect that my friend, pz! this 13 
dear cherub by N fide, are. involved i In 


my misfortunes, my reſolution ſtaggers. ; 
But FRA 3 Is that virtue, you will-alk me, 


which ; 


7 
4 
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which cannot paſs. the ordeal by Heaven 
appointed for its probation ? F 
Ihe rapid progreſs of Mrs. Craven- $ 
diſorder alarms, me beyond expreſſion ; 4 
| but ſurely, ſarely. my dear girl, ere you 
be bereft of the only friend you have on 
earth, who has the power and will to 
ſerve. you, another may attain abilities 
in ſome degree correſpondent with the 
feelings of her heart. My father cannot 
be relentleſs: time is a ſubtle reaſoner, 
and when it has in ſome degree appeaſed 
the feelings of an unfortunate huſband, 
will not fail to ſeize an opportunity to 


| inſinuate into his mind the recollection my 


| that he is a father. 
Let me know particularly the ſtate of 
your wounded arm. The name of a 

N mortification has made my blood run 
cold through my veins; yet do not 
write, I conjure you, at the flighteſt 
riſque of encreaſing the inflenmation. Is 
there nobody, who, in five words, could 
tranſmit me an account of your health, 


your 
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your ſpirits, your—alas ! I know that 


your finances muſt be reduced to the 


loweſt ebb. I have been unpardonably 19 
inconſiderate in not ſending you the 


watch without mentioning the intention: 


I am too well acquainted with your ob- 
ſtinacy now to place any hope in the 
expedient ; yet I truſt you cannot run 


into ſuch a flagrant abſurdity as to facri- 
fice yourſelf to ſpare the anxiety of your | 


friend: conſider, this little, temporary 
| fuccour may, not improbably, avail till 
ſome more permanent relief preſents "_ 
3 ſelf. At any rate, be aſſured, that by 


neglect of yourſelf, you will moſt ef- 


fectually incline me to doubt the ſince- 
rity of that affection you have conſtantly 
| profeſſed for your truly devoted 


JULIA WESTBURNEe 
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IXS. Sen is no more. - On 3 ; 
day night ſhe paſſed the awſul gate which 
divides a rugged moment from an eter- 
nity of bliſs. O! my cn what 2 
flower. was there—.: 7 A 


*. 


4 Born to Blu onſeen,” 


A 1 that would. "SRI 3 hs 
richeſt ſoil. In a word, ſhe was a good. 
woman, and as ſuch, more fit, to die 
than live in a world which knew not to. 
eſtimate her virtues, | This very morn- 


ing 
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ing ſees her remains depoſited with their 
mother earth. | 
Until this moment I ke not been 


een fo inform you of the melancholy 


event which has deprived me of another 
friend. I am ſo debilitated by theſe re- 
peated ſtrokes of ill- fortune, that I am 
not always miſtreſs of my own actions: 
indeed, I fear you will have as much 


trouble in reading this crooked ſcrawl 
as I have in writing it: but I muſt exert 
myſelf; for the day after tomorrow is 
appointed for the fale of the goods, and 


I muſt once more look dot for a new 
abode. e | 
Poor Catherine is erer a 
with another place: She is to live with 
a fingle old man in Harp-lane, Tower- 
* whoſe name is Michael T hrift, 


vhich I am induced to mention, becauſe 
it impreſſes me ſo ſtrongly with the idea 


of a miſer being annexed to it, that 1 
cannot help fearing that the artleſs crea- 
ture will be ſtarved. What a weakneſs 

it 


( 239 ) 


it is to give way to ſuch an idle preju- 
dice! But I am very weak, both in mind 
and body; more ſo, I think, than ever, 
though my arm is nearly well; and that 


T ſhall ſoon be free from every malady 
I have not the ſmalleſt doubt. 


Surely I ſhall prevail with you to de- 
ſiſt from your generous importunities, 
when I proteſt to you that they can ſerve 
no purpoſe but to aggravate my diſtreſs, 
Do not continue to urge me to an ac- 


quieſcence which mult. be ſucceeded by 
c remorſe. 5 


1 find myſelf obli ged t to lay down my 
pen. for. the preſent, but will reſume it 
it poſſible when I know what is to be- 
come of me. Yours, whilſt I have 


breath, 


15 SELIMA WORTHY, | 
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Co OURAGE; my beloved filter A 


Your Julia 1 is rich, and ſhall the grimly 


form of poverty ill haunt the footſteps. 
. of © her friend? My father relents: 
time has indeed wrought a wonderful 


revolution in his mind. The flame has 5 


been ſmothered, but not extinguiſhed ; 


and only burns the brighter for its 


paſt reſtraint. This flood of happineſs, 


5 which has ſo ſuddenly broken in upon 


upon me, overwhelms my ſenſes; and 


I: can ſcarcely give you a ſuccinct Ace 


count of its arrival, 


Evening 


* 


* 


A 


4 


1 | 


155 was ſtartled by the ſound of a deep 
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Evening being generally the ſeaſon 
for my father's ſolitary walks, mine of 
courſe have been limited to the earlier 
part of the day; and, as I am ſeldom 
ee by my little play- fellow, 
I am often obliged to throw myſelf and 
-=y innocent burthen on the graſs, to 

relieve my arms, which are not yet per- 
" fedtly inured to the taſk of nurſing. In 
theſe intervals I have generally found 
ſome employments to amuſe him, whilſt 
I have been mournfully ruminating on 
"the unprotected ſtate of my only friend. 

It happened, as I was thus engaged, 
about ſeven o'clock this morning, the 
child being uncommonly endearing, that 


ſigh, which ſeemed to iſſue from an un- 
frequented temple i in a wood, which was 


near enough to yield us the . of its 


branches, when I turned haſtily round, 


and met my father's eye, I twitched up 


my companion, and was about to retreat 


Vol. III. bs 45 With 
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with the utmoſt precipitation, but was 
not permitted to proceed. 
“ Do not go away, Julia,” faid he, 
tenderly— My God! that a father 


| ſhould be afraid of looking at his own 
child!“ 


1 this exclamation he caſt himſelf 
with his face on a matted bench in the 


ph temple, apparently abſorbed in agony 3 
whilſt I ſtood trembling at the entrance, 


till, recovering himſelf a little, and raiſ- 
ing his head, he ſaid, 


„ Sit down, my child: This meeting 
has been ordained. by Providence to 


awaken the voice of nature in a father 8 
breaſt. Ves, Julia, you are indeed my 
child Vour mother was a virtuous wo- 


man.“ The tears guſhed from his eyes 


his hands were clenched together — 


| his lips trembled, and he looked up to 
Heaven, as he uttered theſe words 


then turning to me, 


laid, 


From her daughter, therefore,” he 
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faid, “ will look for the bation . | 
my wounded ſpirit. But you muſt re- 
move that hateful baſtard from my 
fight, or, by the eternal _ 
« O! for mercy's ſake,” cried 1, 
“ forbear to precipitate yourſelf into 
the horrors of remorſe in this life, and 
miſery in the next. Believe me, fir, 
this unoffending innocent is .the very 
image of yourſelf in miniature; chere 
is not a feature in his face which does 
not 5 a ſtriking reſemblance of mr. 
own.” | 
Do you really think ſo * faid my 
oy father, 5 
i Think, fir!” reiterated N Sk 
eagerneſs; it is a certainty, of which | 
_ one mult be ſenſible who beholds 
* him 
3 $6 Well,” . he, with another 
deep ſigh (indeed he hardly ſpoke with- 
out one) « Iam glad that you regard 
. him as à brother. "For my part, time 
and 5 my do with me what they 


1 . 21 > 2 | pleaſe. 
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pleaſe. Take him away at preſent,” * 
ſaid he, however, for my feelings are 


ſufficiently Sed, and do Jon's return 
to me again.” a 


Thy delayed not to do as I \ was com- 


*. 


manded, and paſſed the day almoſt en- 
tirely in his ſtudy, to which he ſtill con- 
fines himſelf when in the houſe, every 
room which was much occupied by her 
ladyſhip being offenſive- to his ſight. 


When converſation grew languid, I took 


up a book, but he would not attend to 


any but ſuch as were more calculated to 


indulge melancholy than exhilarate the 
ſpirits. But to come to the circumſtance 
moſt materially conducive to my happi- 


neſs: ſoon after dinner, of which my 


poor father had very ſparingly cine 8 bo 
he affectionately enquired by what means 
he could moſt effectually contribute . = 
my future eaſe and ſatisfaQion, Which 


had been, he kindly declared; unpar⸗ . 
donably. negle&ted :* whertimpont *1* hefi-. , 


tated not to acquaint him, with 3yur + "4 
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: ; - Kiltory, to the minuteſt circumſtance, 
21 ** without even concealing the purport of 


* 8. *© * that letter which had been the cauſe of 


, ſuch terrible anarehy and confuſion ; and 
" HE not only heard the diſtreſsful narra- 
tive with a generous ſympathy in your 


i misfortunes, but inſtantly enabled me to 

| remove them, by going to his eſcrutore, 
and preſenting , me with twenty pounde, 
together with a bank-note bf thirty, bid- 
ding me uſe them at my own diſcretion, 
and granting me permiſſion to repair to 
London, and accompany the friend for 
1 whom I was fo worthily intereſted, to an 
2 __ aſylum, where ſhe will be received with 
a hearty welcome on his part, and an 
4 inexpreſſible delight on that of his 
f 1 92 daughter. But the laſt was a favour, 


3 : bim even for a day in his preſent de- 
=S 27 e ſtate 0 mind, particularly as 
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|, which, though he muniſicently granted, 
* the lamentable peculiarity of his ſitua- 
73 5 tion forbids me to accept; nor would 
7 Jou, I. am well aſſured, wiſh me to leave 


= 


my journey eats Cake? but A 50 few 
hours difference in the time of a meeting, Cw” 
for which my heart abſolutely . 
I ſhall make this epiſtle into a litle WW” 
parcel, and encloſe you the caſh, as 1 
1 think you will find i it more convenient 


than a bill, if any perverſe, untoward”, MM. .. 


circumſtance ſhould prevent Jour ſetting IE he ho 


;Z*. one immediately on the receipt of it. 
Fail not to return me a line, or pt ball 
be all anxiety till you arrive. L * 
I cannot expreſs to you my impatience; N 
and it is abominably provoking, that the 
coach which is to have the conveyance 
of this letter, will not go by till eleven 


c' clock tomorrow, before which time 1 


expect to receive one from you ; 5 I hall 


therefore keep mine unſealed; «as 1 may n 
probably with to make ſomè reply take” h | 


contents, notwithſtanding the delightful - 
expeRtation of _ ul in a few _ 
* © OPT : : 

Yes, Selima, as Cs predinied, 35 "ts 


letter from you has juſt been delivered - Ws, * 


. 8 2 Ys 
4 ; to me. but alas! 1 my 8 did not 

extend ſo far as to the grievous ſubject 

. of it. Poor Mrs. Craven has found a 

. ſalutary refuge from the viciſſitudes of 

this life; but where are you my ſiſter? 
. Am I yet then no nearer the enjoyment ID 
„ Lat a bleſſing of which I have ſo long 
deen cruelly deprived, and but this mo. 9 
ment thought was immediately within ul 

my graſp? I tremble from head to foot. 

Where am I to enquire; where am Ito 
look for you? Before I hear from you | 
again, what innumerable hardſhips may 
you not have encountered, forlorn and 
pennyleſs as you are. I will apply to 
my father, he is perfectly acquainted 
with the town, and may be able to ad - 
viſe me in this diſtreſſing exigence, It 
Als the firſt time I have had the opportu- 
naity to avail myſelf of the counſel of a 1 
3 May the expedient prove aa 


 Tuccelaful as it is to me unprecedented ! 
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Well, my friend, 1 am not returned 2 
without ſome degree of conſolation... = | 
Alfter Having pondered ſome time over 
the contents of your letter, the thought 
of directing to you under cover, to old 
Catherine, at her new maſter's, I believe 
occurred to us both at the ſame inſtant; 
| but as this is ſtill a very precarious me- | Wn 
| thod of communication, my father thinks | Big 
| it prudent to with- hold half the ſum; 
till we are furniſhed with better infor- 
mation; therefore he has ſupplied me: 
3 with a bil of ten pounds, which he ſays 
is more likely to perform its Journey 
without an accident, chan money.” I * 
+ 7 have no alternative you know, but to To 
 - ſubmit to his ſuperior judgment: but T „ 
+. have not one moment t pass the polt- : . 
* 5 25 2 waits bor my deter, and fears he: 7 
| hall be too late for the Jwail, _ 
$ I Would moſt miſerably prolong the agi- , 1 | 8 575 
tien and ſulpenſe, i in which I remain — * 


=. * 
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MADAME DE GUIELLON | 
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Miss WESTBURNE, 


"Madame, : 


{4 MI Ladi Madame Leſlie me ave com. 
mandeè to inform you, dat ſhe ave found 
von younge demoiſelle of your acquoin- 
ws tance, en verè great diſtreſs, « en verite 
+. but wee oorfie jut en moment to ſaure a 
gh la vie de de life dat iv, T hopes. it vill 
3 4 * fove bo, for ſhe Be tin vere bad, but | 
"4 mi bonne dame · be ſi attentive⸗ She 3 
Th vriteroit herſelf, but the; de 25 engage 5 5 
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E e de bad Anglife "0 
une eſtrangere, foureigneur, I tink "= 

your 'vord, perhaps, I ave bettre vrite 
en francois—T demanderai mi maiſtreſs. 


Madame tell 'me you vill underſtand- 
vhat I ſay, and dat be enuff, for vee be 


7 verè biſſy. 1 do not tink I be right vbat 


ve call occupde in de ſick chambre. De 
pauvre creature! She be ſi veak, noting 
but fainting fit von after de oder, but 
de doctre no deſpair, and Madame ſe 
flatte dat ſhe ſhall give you de bettre 
account tomorrow. 4 : 
De lettre you ſend arrive + But 
you vill hear everè ting particulier vhen $ 
e recouvra la ſante. 
| Vid,de moſt great reſpecte I be your 

| ſip s vers humble ſervantyy ©. 5; 
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Mint * ©" JEANSETTE DR, uro. wy» 


. 8. Ves are at preſent chez von tin * 


man, in de ſtreet Cateaton, vere-Made- 
moiſelle Vorchy vas firſt deſcouvres; but 
. BY " E, to ens vid von Mr. 2 N 

. . Clarkſon, th 
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Clarkſon, un haberdaſher, in de ſtreet 
e pleaſe 


vee ſhall remove dere ſo ſoon vee be. 
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_ > Yo vill more eafily imagine, my + 
dear Madam, chan 8 can deſcribe, the - 
diſtraction of my ſenſes, agitated as they 
are, between the e motions of filial duty 
and the tendereſt friendſhip, doubt 
I you will conſider this bit of folded paper 
- a8 a very cold teſtimony of an affection- 
ate heart; but alas! I cannot leave the 
ö bed - ſide of a dying father, to receive a | 
nt farewel from an expiring friend. _ £7 
Wonder not, that my foreboding mind LG 
repreſents to me the moſt dreadful con- 
5 cluſion « of ſuch repeated ſufferings, which 
even 
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3, even your. b 1 "Ry will 
be inſufficient to avert. 


I endeavour _ 
ineffectually to entertain a faint hope of her 


recovery: ſhe has been long declining; ; 


you know not. the ſevere trials her con- 


L ſtitution has undergone in your abſence. 


Had you but returned a few weeks ear- 5 


lier but fate i is irreſiſtible. May Se. © 
lima live to recount to you the vieiſ - 
| fifudes ſhe has known. But to her friend 
"only muſt you apply even for an imper- 


feed deſcri 


: tion of the nobleneſs of ſoul, 
_ © the fortitude, reſignation, humility, and 
virtue, with which ſhe faced the full tide 


of adverſity, in all the rude attacks of 


which it was my hard taſk to ſympathiſe, 


without the power to appeaſe its fury. 
How different is the part allotted to your 


| ſhare, who no ſooner are acquainted , 


with the affliction, than you can Yield 


comfort to 


the afflicted ! 


. Would you not "EPA me, were i 
to confeſs, that I found a difficulty in 
: contemplating the ſuperior kindneſs of 


Vor. III. 
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4 fortune Aireln towards you. without 
.envy? I know you would, but I want 
not the indulgence. No; let Selima be 
reſtored to health and W el and * 15 . 
ever bleſſed be the means. EEE, 
J muſt no longer abſent TY 1055 5 
muy father's chamber. His diſorder is a 
| flow fever, attended with ſtrong ſymp- 
3 toms of putridity; ; but it is not prudent 
| in me to conſider too minutely the dif- 
mal proſpects which preſent themſelves 
| k 
3 on every ſide; for ſpirit and activity are 
indiſpenſibly requiſite to an attendant 
| on the lick, FATE: 
= 1 "Tire p need not exhort you to 
| |. commiſerate my feelings, or to yield 
| 
| 
| 


them all the conſolation in your power : 
a preſumption, which, at this moment, 
is the only comfort experienced by your 
much obliged humble ſervant, 
| JULIA WESTBURNE. + 
P.S. My beſt thanks are due to your 
good amanuenſis, for taking the trouble 


to make herſelf underſtood i in a ſtrange 
8 language. 


EE 


( 293 ) 1 
Had ſhe written the letter in her own, 
it would, no doubt, have been much 

leſs irkſome to herſelf, but not more 

| intelligible to me. The goad ſenſe and 1 
worth of the writer were clearly de- = 
monſtrated, as well as the melancholy 1 
(ves of which it treated, 1 
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LETTER exviII. 
if MRS. LESLIE 
he 


MISS WESTBURNE. 


OUFFER not, my dear Miſs Weſt- 
burne, the ſuſceptibility of your feel- 
ings to take a falſe impreſſion of the 
danger of our mutually-beloved friend. 
The ſtate in which I found her, after a 
fruitleſs ſearch, was undoubtedly terri- 
. fying beyond the power of deſcription. 
I will, however, endeavour. to give you 
as ſuccin& and perfect a detail of the 
circumſtances of the event, as my know- 
ledge of them will admit, for I have 
not yet ſuffered the dear girl to attempt 
a narration of that unfortunate period 

Ls r 


* 
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of her life, to which I have been unac- 
countably a ſtranger, and with which I 
ſuppoſe you are already acquainted, ex- 
cepting only thoſe occurrences immedi- 
ately preceding my arrival, who have 


been graciouſly appointed the humble 
inſtrument in preventing the fatal — 


clufion of them. 

Driving briſkly through G 
ret, on Friday, my coachman had the 

aukwardneſs (though his pardon: was 
ſoon enſured by its happy conſequence) 
to entangle the wheels of the carriage 

with one that was paſſing at the ſame 

time, On this impediment to their-pro- 


_ abuſive, throwing the blame of the ac- 
cident on «ach other; the horſes be- 
came as unruly and turbulent as their 


drivers; in ſhort, finding there was no 


chance of being extricated from this un- 


pleaſant firuation without much fright, 
and no little danger, I ſeampered out of 


: the vehicle as faſt as I could, and took 
„ reßlee 
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4 „ 
refuge in a tin-ſhop, which was imme 
_ Giately oppoſite; and where I was civilly 
requeſted to take a ſeat. You may 
caſily imagine the little preſentiment I 
_ entertained on accepting the invitation, 
that the houſe adjoining it contained the 
treaſure for which I had been ſeeking 
with the moſt unwearied aſſiduity, and 
for whoſe ſake only I have eſteemed my - 
late acquiſition of fortune truly valu- 
able; in ſhort, that Miſs Worthy was 
at that critical moment on the point 
of being reſtored to my fond wiſhes, 
or of being ſeparated Hom me for 
ever. 
4 Juſt as my footman informed me that 
the carriages were diſentangled, but that 
one of the wheels of mine was ſo con. 
ſiderably damaged, that it would be un. 
fit for uſe till it was repaired; an old 
woman, apparently out of her ſenſes, 
ruſhed into the ſhop, wringing her banden 0 
and exclaiming vehementiy, “ She is 
dead! 


dead! ſhe is dead! you inhuman wretches, 


Fou have let her ſtarve to death!“ 


« Who is dead? What does the 


woman mean ?” demanded the tinman, 
with an air of conſternation. 


5258 Why that ſweet young lady that 1 
took lodgings for the other l 0 e- 


5 ſne. 


at the that comed into vother 

gartet on Monday,“ cried an unfeeling 
monſter in a female form, who was 
dangling a child in her arms at one of 


the windows. 


Aye, aye, like enough, like ids 
1 ſeed her but yeſterday morning myſelf 


upon the ſtairs—looking as like a corpſe, 
as if ſhe had been buried a week—She 


axed me for a draught of cold water, 


which I gived her, andythen ſhe vent 
about her buſi'ns again.“ 


Lead me to this unfortunate crea- 
ture, cried I, „ ſhe may have fainted 


through weakneſs and want of food; 
and 


—— 
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and with proper means it may not be 


yet impoſſible to reſtore her to life.“ 
Gad bleſs you, madam,” faid the if 


poor old woman, „you are a worthy 
lady I am ſure; and ſo was my poor 


miſtreſs, an ſhe had been as rich as ſhe 
was good. — But lack- a- day, it is too 
late: all your charity will be in vain: 


the poor thing will never draw breath 
again in this world.” She proceeded up 
ſtairs, however, as ſhe ſpoke; and I 


followed her with a degree of anxiety in 
my breaſt, for the recovery of this ſup- 


poſed indigent ſtranger, which at this 


moment, can ſcarcely forbear interpret- 
ing as a WY of what ag heart 


Was to encounter. 


The apartment, to which 13 was con- 


: ducted, was in itſelf a miſerable em. 


blem of diſtreſs: the little light, admit- 
ted into it by a broken caſement in the 
roof, ſerved to preſent to my view a fe- 
male figure apparently lifeleſs, lying on 
u vile flock-bed in her clothes; nor was 
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It till a ragged curtain was drawn aſide, 


that a breath of air might not be ob- 


ſtructed, that I perceived by whom my 
anxiety- had been excited, a diſcovery 


which I flatter myſelf found no room to 


encreaſe my exertions in behalf of mi- 


ſery. But how greatly it augmented 
the emotions of my heart, and my zeal 


for their efficacy, is utterly impoſſible, 


and render. me incapable of the active 
part I was ſo tenderly called upon to 
| perform. 


As I kiſſed the pallid cheek of the 
dear inſenſible, I had the conſolation to 
perceive, that at leaſt the warmth of 


life. had not entirely deſerted her. inani- 
mated frame. A feather too was gent- 
"MM agitated on her lips; but whether it 
Was owing to ſome faint remains of reſ- 


and to you, above all the world, unneceſ- 
ſary to expreſs. I have infinite cauſe of 
thankfulneſs, that the variety of ſenſations 
which at that moment pervaded my 
mind, did not overturn my recollection, 
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piration paſſing throughthem, ora a mt 
air proceeding from the apertures in the 
broken window, I could not perfectly 
diſtinguiſh ; and was afraid of being too 
fanguine. Another experiment, that of 
applying a glaſs to her mouth, which 
juſt occurred to me, was more deciſive, 
and proved to me, that the ſoul and 
body had not undergone a final diſſolu- 
tion; but all my efforts were long inef⸗ 
fectual towards producing any more 
animated ſymptoms of her exiſtence, 1 
thought the Doctor and Guiellon, for 
whom I had ſent by different meſſengers, 
would never arrive; and my impatience 
for proper aſſiſtance adding to my diſtreſs, 
I threw myſelf in an agony by her ſide, 
and calling upon her with the frantic 
anguiſh of a mother, on the B of 
5 being bereaved of her only care, 
My dear! my child! my beloved 
Selima ! leave me not the inſtant 1 have 
- found you. It is your friend—your 
mother calls! * 


Was 
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Was it not extraordinary, that at the 
very moment of this emphatic exhorta- 
tion her eyes opened, and an angelic 
ſmile diffuſed itſelf over her countenance? 
But this gleam of happineſs was tran- 
ſient as the lightning's flaſh, leaving 
the cloud from which it iſſues more 
diſmal from the contraſted brightneſs 
of its fire; for, with a gentle ſigh, 
| the ſunk again into the ſame ſtate of 
terrifying torpor in which I had found 
her ; nor knew I what to augur from 
the event; nay, I cannot even lay, that 
it did not rather aggravate than ap- 
peaſe my apprehenſions; but, thank Hea- 
ven, they were not to remain much 
longer without a more permanent re- 
lief. Guiellon ſoon afterwards appeared, 
and brought with her an admirable re- 
ee cordial, from which I had good 
reaſon to expect the moſt ſalutary effects. 
It was with extreme difficulty that we 
found means to pour a few drops into 
her mouth; but the taſk once executed, 


it 0 


(4) 
it was performed with more eaſe a ſe- 
cond time. After ſeveral repetitions, it 
at laſt excited a feeble cough, and be. 
fore Doctor Simpſon arrived, I was the 
happy witneſs of a ſecond revival, much 
more perfect than the firſt, and of Err | 
duration. 
I will not ease diſtreſ you by | 
5 relating circumſtantially the many diſ- 
couraging relapſes, of which it was my 
doom to be a trembling ſpeQator ; greatly 
ſtaine@ and comforted, though I muſt 
confeſs, by the chearing aſſurances of the 


| good phyſician, in whoſe {kill and hu- 


manity 1 had the fulleſt confidence, and 
| who not only entertained the moſt ſan- 
Fuine hopes, but even expreſſed himſelf 

| devoid of all doubt, of his patient's re- 
covery, as. ſhe appeared to him to be 

free from any diſorder, but what was 
the immediate conſequence of exhauſted 
ſtrength and want of nouriſhment ; and, 
as far as human wiſdom could ſcrutinize 
into the purpoſes of the Divine, he would 
venture 
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venture to promiſe me the full reward 
of my kind care and aſſiduity, in the 


returning health of my young friend. 


Vou muſt excuſe a little egotiſm on this ; 


Tabje& ; and moreover, ſuffer me to ex- 


ult in the reſolution, with which I re- 
frained from diſcovering myſelf till this 
morning. In the evening, we did, with 
great caution, effect a removal of our 
feeble charge down one flight of ſtairs, 


to a room more fit for the reception of 
a human being, into which I eontrived 


to introduce a little bed for myſelf, 
which was placed by the fide of hers, 
more for the purpoſe of favouring my 


concealment than of contributing to my 
repoſe. As her ſenſes began to reſume 
their proper functions, ſhe became pro- 


portionably ſurprized at the unuſual at- 
tention with which ſhe ſaw herſelf unre- 


mittingly treated. The preſence of the 
good creature, whoſe diſintereſted af. 


fection was the primary cauſe, under 
Rr of the happy change which has 
Vor. III. A a e 
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| taken N in her ſituation, and whom | 
you may, perhaps, recogniſe by the A 
name of old Catherine, was the only 
circumſtance which ſeemed to inſpire 
her with any degree of confidence in the 
reality. of appearances, to which, Poor 
e | ſhe has long been a ſtranger. 4 
Doctor Simpſon was particularly re- 
0s ——_ by his languid patient, with an 
Fes jealouſy and diſtruſt, which could 
nNaot pal unnoticed by him, and affected 
| 


him with much concern, till, as he 
took her hand to obſerve the difference 
wrought by ſome hours in the vibration 
| of her pulſe, ſhe ſeized the eee 
8 25 addreſs him: N 
a kindneſs, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 60 is 
= -. very abundant, but you will,./oon find 
lit has been cruelly miſapplied. I ſhall. 
never be able to repay your ſervices, for 
| I am a poor, miſerable creature, without 
one penny in the world to ſave me from 
YZ periſhing; and even you, who are fo 
| hg #e2Jous 1 in your attention, may tomorrow 
drag 


( 2% 


PR me to a dungeon, for having pre- 
ſerved a life which 1 was very willing 


to reſign, for having but renewed my 


powers to feel the extremity of diſtreſs.” 


% My dear young lady,“ cried the 
doctor, with much emotion, “ forbear 


to harraſs your enfeebled nerves with 


the indulgence of ideas, which, though 

I fear they have hitherto had too ſuffi- | 
_ cient a foundation, may now be for ever 

baniſhed from your mind. For my own 
part,“ continued he, I can only hope, 
that in time you vill be better acquainted 


with my character, than to rank me with 


that claſs of my profeſſion, if ſuch an one 


exiſts, that can look for any reward, 
ſave only the honeſt one of an exulting 


heart, in the relief of indigence and diſ- 
treſs: but permit me to inform you, my 
amiable young lady, that you are too 


rich in friends at this moment, to fear 


the cruelty or mißt of the moſt mer 


cenary or rapacious.“ 


A 1 Friends EN. 
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770 « Friends!” repeated ſhe with a 485 


neſs and energy, of which one ſhould 


naturally at that moment have ſ uppoſed 


her incapable, drawing back the cur- 
tains at the ſame time in ſuch a Manner 
as to throw my prudential deſign. of re. 
5 maining ſome time longer unknown, in 
| imminent danger of being defeated, and 


darting acroſs the room an enquiring 


look, more indicative of terror and ſuſ- 
picion, than of hope and expectation.— | 


« Where is Catherine?“ demanded 
the eagerly, “Call her to me, I entreat 


| you, that I may ſpeak to her this in- 
Ec; 


The doctor, ee to axtpicate him. 


pe ſelf from the error which he found he 
had committed, flew to execute her 


commands. 


Catherine,“ ſaid me, as ſoon as ſhe 


appeared, Your miſtreſs believed you 
to be an honeſt woman; I thought ſo 
too, but I have been many times de- 
| carved 3 Winks ſurely, you have not 


been 
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been guilty of betraying me into the 
Hands of villainy ! Tell me, I conjure 
you, whether I am at this moment in 
the power of friends or enemies? Nay, 
wear to me by all that is great and 
holy, that neither Lord Hazleford, Mrs. 
Thompſon, or any of their deteſted crew, 
have been concerned i in the ſtrange oc- 
eurrences of this day“ . 

No, no, as 1 hope for mercy,” e 
turned ſhe.; << do not trouble Vourſelf 
in this faſhion ; you are in the care of 
the beſt Bid you have; we have got 
a letter from Me Weſtburne, and 
plenty of money. All which we. had 
previouſly concerted between us, tho? 
the ſeal of your letter, as: you will of 
courſe conelude, ſtill remained unvio. 

lated; and you have nothing to do,” 
e ſne, dye to 8 well, to be 

: as happy as a . 

eaſt Kin wi the wolf alben ex- 
d 4, had! it not been for your | of. 
| A a 'T ; | ficlous N 
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fcious Zeal, 1 had been now in | Heaven, 
reſting upon the boſom of that N | 


Here her little Rrength of body was 
entirely ſubdued by the violent agitation 
of her mind: her lips trembled, her 
whole perſon was convulſed, and ſhe 
foon after was again reduced to a ſtate 
of heart-rending inſenſibility; into which 


I think this was her fourth relapſe: But 


thank Heaven ! it was not of ſo long du- ; 
ration as any of the former; nor has it 
been ſucceeded oy any thing of the . 


| Lind. 


Hler de be ſhe was ca. 
pable of reflection, ſeemed entirely en- 
grofſed by the image of her dear de- 
parted parent; for, as a beloved mother, 
Mrs. Anne Aubrey, has ever been re- 
_ garded in the gratefyl bolom of her 
adopted child. A deep regret had ap- 
parently taken poſſeſſion of her mind, 
that their re- union bad been retarded by 
the critical interfexEnce of a friend. Fre- 
. quent 


N 
quent ſighs. forced a paſſage from her 


breaſt; and penetrated to the very centre 


of my heart—I knew not what to do 


One moment I thought of diſcovering 
myſelf immediately, and the next, the 


dread of the poſſible conſequence of a 
ſurprize, baniſhed the intention for the 


preſent, and determined me to wait for 


a more favourable juncture. 


Tei, notwithſtanding this evident i in- 
difference for a life, the latter part of 
which had been merely the vehicle of 


affliction, ſhe was patiently conformable 


to whatever means were thought neceſ- 


 fary for its ſupport ; and from which, I 
had the pleaſure to perceive, ſhe gradually 


| benefited through the day; and towards 
the middle of the night ſhe fell into a 
fine tranquil fleep, from which the 
doctor expected her to receive more 


eſſential refreſhment, than from all the 
ſpecifics before adminiſtered.  Yet,- if 


vou will believe me, when the morning 


Was far advanced, and the dear creature 
. continued : 
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— 1 e * — 
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continued in a ſtate, whieh, though it 

proved to be of a very different nature, 
ſtill bore ſome reſemblance of that 
which had ſo lately threatened to doprive | 
| _ myſelf. once more a 8 to my former 
| apprehenſions;. and as I had thrown my- 
| ſelf acroſs. from my own bed to hers, 
| 


the more perfectly to convince myſelf of 
her exiſtence, ſhe ſuddenly awoke, and 

caſt her, fine blue eyes full upon my 

face, before I had time. to p< their 
obſervation. 
„ My God!” 1 he, Ld de- 
fend me from dreams of happineſs, which 
will ſerve only to darken thoſe horrors, 
to which it is thy dread decree that I muſt 
ſoon, awake, and ſhe made an effort 
to hide her face under the bed- clothes. 
But ſnatching her to my boſom I cried ; 

It is no dream, no viſion, my . e 

Selima—Ie is your friend, who preſſes 
vou to her heart, from which no time — 


be a fave only the diffolu. 
IHE: tion 


} 
% 
— 


? 
* 
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| tion of foul . body, ſhall! ever pid 


you more. Let us be careful, however, 
that the tranſports of the preſent mo- 


ment endanger not the felicity of the 


future: But regattleſs of this infunc- 


tion, ſhe inſtantly proſtrated herſelf be- 
fore that Power, who was the gracious 
author of her preſervation. | 


. Bleſſed and glorified ! P (aid the, 


with the pious fervour of a ſincere gra- 


titude, “be the Supreme Ruler of the 


: univerſe, who deſpiſes not the prayer of 


the deſtitute.” Then turning to me, 


with an angelie fmile animating her faded 


cheek, down which two pearly drops 
were ready to deſcend, kiſſing my hands 


mn claſping them between her own; 


5 My dear Mrs. Leſlie,“ ſaid ſhe, 


& I have always put my truſt in Provi- 


dence, and I knew I ſhould be happy | 


| ſometime—but indeed J did not think. 
it would have been in this world. 


4 


1 greatly feared her emotions would 


; again prove. too violent for her ſtrength: > 


yet 


Pat 


5, yet. it was cruel to reſtrain. the: effuſions 
of her joy. The good doctor, how- 
ever, who fortunately ſoon arrived, pre- 
a: vailed on us both to ſubmit to his calmer 
judgmetit 2 and. ſome opportune re · 
freſument happily prevented the lovely 
invalid from ſuffering any diſadvantage 
by the great agitation which her ſpirits 
had undergone : and to acknowledge a 
truth, which 1 think by Miſs Weſtburne | 
Will not be deemed inexcuſable; to the 
|  heayy embargo, which prudence has im- 
poſed on my tongue, you may attribute 
this circumſtantial account of facts, in 
which we are both ſo deeply intereſted. 
55 The contents of your kind letter are 
at length diſcloſed, and the daun of 

happineſs, which breaks in upon you, 

is no ſmall addition to that of your 
grateful friend. For my own part, I 
confeſs, I am apt to be ſuperſtitious 
when either j Joy or grief has thrown my 
feelings into a ferment ; and I cannot 
: BOP: Prognollcating, from the preſent 
concomitance 


A. 
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concomitance of fortunate Wits, that 
fate is tired of perſecuting this humble 
obje& of its wrath; 

That Mrs. Anne Aubrey, whoſ n 
was undoubtedly the reſidence öf the 


nobleſt virtues, ſhould cruelly deſert a 
child whom ſhe had educated under the | 


moſt flattering proſpects, is to me 15 


moſt inſolvable myſtery 3 —nay, unex- 
ty plained as It, is at prelent, it carries a 
ſemblance of injuſtice, which moſt pain- 
fully intrudes itſelf on that veneration 
which my heart i is bound to render, pure 
and unſullied, to the memory of a moſt 5 
5 affectionate friend and liberal benefac- 
treſs. Whatever was the real or ſup- 
poſed offence, by which her good opi- 


* 


nion was forfeited, by her adopted 


x daughter, I had reaſon to conclude, 


that I was conſidered either as an abet- 


tor of, or a partner in, the aggreſſion, 
as from the time I quitted England, the 
friendly intercourſe, which had ſubſiſted 
between us for more than thirty years, 


for 


5 N 
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for ever ceaſed ; nor could my e 

2 
ſolicitations obtain r me a ſyllable i in 
reply to the frequent letters Which I dif. 


patched upon this fruitleſs, embaſſy ; $ 
thoſeMireſſed.” to Selima meeting the 
] lame neglect, I | began, to think the on nly 5 


aſk left for me to perform | was to prac- 


Po Ale the fame ingiſerence, with which. 1 


; "unkindneſs which it was not in my m- 


ture to return; and in the mournful 


office of watching the couch of a dick 


relation, I ſuffered the additional afflic- 
tion of having, loſt the beſt of Friends. | = 
1 ſhall be obliged « to leave my talk un- 


Baiſhed, my dear Miſs Weſtburne, after 


all, our Selima begins to be ſo ſauey.— 


1 Here the | is, perched, on an eaſy chair, 
| cloſe by my elbow, quarrelling with the 


enormous length of this epiſtle, which 


deprives her of my converſation Were 


it treating 1 any other 2 1 2 5 
4k NE by 


mm) 


by this time, you would be ready to 
take her ſide of the queſtion. I think 
ſhe begins to look as if a little chit-chat 


would do her no harm; yet I cannot 


| cloſe my letter without mentioning an 
extraordinary circumſtance, for which 
you are moſt likely to account. 
On my return to England, after the 
deceaſe of my poor brother, hearing 
then, for the firſt time, and that merely 
by accident, that my worthy friend had 
fallen a ſacrifice to the ſame irreſiſtible 
power, my heart throbbed to be in- 
formed of the ſituation in which ſhe had 
left the ſweet orphan whom Providence 
| had devoted to her bounty ; and as the 


moſt probable plan for the gratification 


of my wiſh, addreſſed a letter to you in 
May laſt, to which I never received any 
anſwer. Selima tells me ſhe is well 

convinced it never reached your hands. 

I do not doubt the truth of her conjec- 

ture; yet, you may eaſily conceive, 

how ſtrange this univerſal ſilence, on this 

Vol. III. „ one 
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perſed. 


— 


one he ſubje&, mult - appear to 
me. Indeed 1 ſtill remain in a labyrinth 
of uncertainty, but am determined to 
ſuſpend | my curioſity, till it may with 


more ſafety be indulged. 


The cloud, which has long hung « over 
two amiable young people, is now, I 
truſt, on the eve of being utterly diſ- 


Believe me, Miſs Weſtburne, I find 


my happineſs ſo cloſely interwoven in 


that of our mutually-beloved Selima, 


- and conſequently i in yours, that there is 


even a degree of ſelfiſnneſs in offering 


you the od a e of, your very ſin- 


cere friend and humble ſervant, 
C CAROLINE LESLIE. 
8. In the Wy and diſtreſs of yel- 
terday, I was obliged to employ my 
maid, who 1s a French woman, as my 
ſecretary. She could have acquitted 
herſelf very well in her own language, 


but, unfortunately, ſhe thought it ne- 


ceſſary to endeavour to make herſelf 
: 15 underſtood 


of 
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underſtood in Engliſh, of which he — 


knows very little, and I doubt failed in 

the attempt.—I have ſince wiſhed, in- : 
_ deed, that I had waited patiently till a 
little time had enabled me to be the 


harbinger of better news; but ſeeing a 


letter, directed to the care of old Ca- 
therine, which I knew to be of your 
writing, and judging ſuſpenſe to be the 

moſt inſupportable of all evils, I was 
anxious to acquaint you with the cauſe 

of its remaining unanſwered. 5 
Tomorrow we ſhall venture to re- 
move to my lodgings, as in theſe we are 


limitted to very moderate accommoda- 
tions. [5 
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